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Abate the edge *of TnJton,* gncisaa Lord^ 

lliat would reduce these 'bidody days tgidn, 

And make poor Eoglnid weep in streams of bloodlf 

SUAKSPBARI* 

nnHOSE who have but an mdiSerent 
-*- bstnqu^ to oflfer, are not usuaUy in- 
clined to discourage .their guests^ by a re* 
puldve bill of fare ; yet surely; whea a 
public invitadon is given, there is honesty, 
and prudence too, in simply stating the 
Idnd of regale we are going to spread, 
idst a palled and dckly appetite ^ould 
expect smulazits, or a perverted taste 
should pine: 'for Ibreigh luKuriea'and 
mod^ c6okei<y^' when we faav^ no^itfig 
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to set bdbre them but, plain old English 
food. Church and King now look as ob* 
solete in a publication, as beef and pud- 
ding would at a gala dinner ; yet let us 
remember, that as the latter have fed our 
heroes from the days of Cressy and 
Agincourt to the present times, so the 
former have feshioned minds fit to ianimate 
these mighty bodies. It is only to those 
who have a relish for stem' virtue and 
grave reflection, that I would recommend 
the fbUowing ps^s. ^ 

I have dated this narradve in a pectt- 
liarly calamitous period^ though wdl 
aware that virtue, Vke happiness, is suqp^ 
posed to flourish most in times of tran^- 
qoillity. &ich times aflFord no subjects 
for the historian or the bard ; smd evea 
the moralist is often led to revert rather 
to those stormy eras which, roused ibe 
eneigies of die human soul> and com* 
pdted it f30 assert qualities ci which thcsy 
who have observed only the rqpose of 
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domesdc life cam form no coneeptioau 
Man, attempting with finite powers tO' 
compass the most stupendous designs in 
S{»te of physical or moral obstacles; 
submitting to every privation, braving 
danger and death, often even defying 
omnipotence, and all for the sake of some 
q>eculative tenet,some doubtful advantage^ 
the post of honour burdened by superlative 
responsibility,^ or the eminence of powe^ 
attended with perpetual care, is an object 
no less interesting to the philosopher, 
than it is miraculous to the peasant, who 
places enjoyment in ease and animal in-^ 
dulgence. It is on the motives and actions^ 
which characterise this self-denial and en* 
terprise, that the hero and the statesman 
fix dieir attention ; forming thdr models, 
and drawing their conclusions, not from 
the passive inclinations, but from the capa* 
tdltties of our qiedes, not ft6ni what nmsk 
would or ought to prefer, but from what 
he has aclueved when stimulMed by hope^^ 

9. ^^ 
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goaded by amhidon, or instigated by des» 
peradoa. 

Uncter the influence of these paeons, 
how often has one resdess spirit disturbed 
the repose of a prosperous nadon, aiid 
spread desoladon and misery pver the 
furest pordons of the globe. Does God 
permit this — and is he rigl^eoiis ? Yeis, 
short-lighted questioner of Omniscience, 
the Father of the universe is never more 
conspicuous in his paternal care, than 
when, by means of temporal afflictions, 
be draws our regards toward our heavenly 
€0untry. — Then is death disarmed of 
the terrors which are planted round the 
bed of prosperity ; jhen is the soul 
freed from that bondage of sensual de- 
light, which impedes her spiritual exer- 
tion. The no longer pampered body, 
subdued to spareness, braced by toil, 
elastic from exertion, and patient from 
habit, is not a clog, but a meet compa- 
nion for its immortal associate. Pros- 
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. parity, am(Hig many dther evils, en* , 
genders religious apathy, and luxurious 
selfishness^ She presents a gorgeous 
stage, on which the puppets of vanity 
and p^tty ailibition act their insignificant 
part&) adyerisity' educates and exercises 

• men.. 

Nor is the moral harvest a mere 
gleaning of good deeds. Where misery 
and wickedness seem most to : abound i 
where desperadoes and plunderers go 
forth to destroy and pillage ; the passive, 
virtues pray, and endure. Self-devoting 
genero^ty then interposes her shield,, 
and magnanimous heroism her sword; 
benevolence seeks out and consoles 
distress; the confessor intercedes with^ 
heaven ; the patriot sacrifices his fortune 
and his comforts ; the martyr dies on the 
scaffold, and the hero in the . field. 
England hath often witnessed such pi- 
teous scenes, and many fear she is now 
OB the verge of similar calamides, which 

B 3 
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thfeaten to cloud her glory from the 
eovy and admiration of fordgn nations, 
making her a tainting proverb of re* 
proach to her enemies, while she points 
a moral, and adorns a tale, for posterity. 
May those who govern her wide extended 
empire, so study the records of our for- 
mer woes^ and shape their political course 
wuh sudi single-hearted observance of 
the unerring laws of God, as to become, 
under his Providence, our preservers 
from, danger; and may the governed, 
remembering the tyranny which origi- 
jiated from insubordination; the daring 
ambition of popular demagogues; the 
hypocrisy of noisy reformers, and all 
the certain misery which arises from the. 
pursuit of speculative unattainable per- 
fection, adhere to those institutions, 
which have been consecrated with the 
best blood in England, and proved by 
the experience of ages to be Consistent 
with as large a portion of national pros* 
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perity, as any people have ever enjoyed. 
Yet as our offences may prevail over 
our prayers, let us prepare our minds 
for times of trial. The public duties 
they require, are adapted to the discus* 
^n of that sex, whose physical "and 
mental powers fit it for active life, and 
deliberate policy. But the ezerdse of 
the milder vitues is imperiously called 
for in seasons oi national alarm. Whe» 
•dier we are to endure the lo^ of our 
accustomed wealth and lu;^ury, or to 
encounter the far heavier trial of dQ» 
mesdc confusion, there are habits of 
thinking and acting, which will conduce 
to individual comfort and improvement. 
There are sorrows which neither ^* King 
nor laws can cause or cur^;'' enjoy-^ 
ments, that no tyrant can withhold ; and 
blessings, which even the wildest theories 
ofdemocracy cannot destroy. The asylum 
where these sacred heritages of a good 
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f^sjisdetice ^ie generally coiieea^(d',v is 
the domestic hearth, that circumscribed 
but important precinct where the female 
Lares sit as guardians. Is it presumptuous 
in one, who has long officiated at such 
an household altar, again to solicit the 
forbearance and favour^ which she has^ 
often experienced, by calling public 
attention to a popular way of^ communis 
eating opinions, not' first iniMited by 
herself, though she has often had re* 
course to it. The tale she now chooser 
as a vehicle, aims at eonreying instruc*^ 
tion to the present times, under the 
fdrih of a chronicle of tlie past. The 
political and religious motives, which 
convulsed England in the middle of the 
seventeenth century, bear so striking a 
resemblance to thoise which are now 
attempted to be promulgated, that surely 
it must be salutary to remind the in- 
considerate, that reformists introduced 
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first anarchy and then despotism, and 
that a multitude of oew religions gave 
birth to infidelity. 

Nor let the serious hue which a story 
must wear that is dated in those times, 
when the church militant was called to 
the house of mourning, deter the gay 
and young from a patient perusal. What- 
ever mere prudential instructors may 
affirm, worldly prosperity should not be 
held out as the criterion, or the reward 
of right conduct. Let us remember St. 
Augustine's answer to those Pagans, who 
reproached him with the evils that Chris- 
dans, in common with themselves, suffered 
from the then convulsed state of the world. 
They asked him, " Where is thy God ?^* 
But he declined founding the believer's 
privileges on individual exemptions, or 
personal providences. " My God," said he, 
"in all his attributes, different . from the 
false impotent Gods of the Heathen, is to 
be fcund wherever his worshippers are ;— 
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if I am carried into captivity, his conso* 
lationfi shall yet reach me;— if I lose 
the possessions of this life, my precious 
fidth riiall still supply thdr want ;-*and if 
Idie,ilot as the suffering heathen dies, by 
his own impious and impatient hand, but 
in obedience to the will of God, my great 
reward begins. I shall enter upon a 
life that will nevar be taken from me ; 
and henceforth all tears shall be wiped 
from my eyes." 

Adversity purifies communities, as 
well as individuals. If fastidiousness, seU 
fishness, pride, and sensuality, conspire to 
cloud, with imaginary woes, the enjoy*- 
ments of those whom others deem happy 
and prosperous; faction, discontent, a 
querulous appetite for freedom, and an 
inordinate ambition to acquire sudden 
pre-eminence, disturb public tranquillity, 
when a country has long enjoyed the 
blessings of plenty and repose. Previous 
to the commencement of that great 



rebellion^ which tore the crown and 
mitre from the degraded shield of Britain, 
t>ur forefathers, as we are informed by the 
noble historian of his country's woes 
and shames*, experienced an wiusual 
share of prosperity. During the early part 
of the reign of King Charles the First, he 
tells us, ^* this nation enjoyed the greatest 
calm, and the fullest measure of felicity 
that any people of any age for so long a 
time together had been blessed with, to 
the envy and wonder of all the other 
parts of Christendom.'' The portrait he 
draws is so striking, that I must exhibit 
it in its native colours. ** A happiness 
invidiously set oflF by this distinction, 
that every other kingdom, every other 
state, were entangled and almost destroyed 
by the fury of arms. ,The court was 
in great plenty, or rather (which is the 
discredit of plenty) excess and luxury, 

* Lord ClareadoDt 
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the csbniitry rich, and what is more, fuUjr 
enjoying the pleasure of its own weahk,. 
and so the more easily corrupted with 
the pride and wantonneiss of it. The 
church flourishing with Jearned arid ex- 
traordinary men ; trade increased to that 
degree^ tiiat we were the exchange of 
Christendom ; foreign merchants looking 
upoti nothing so much their qwn, as 
what they had laid up in the w&rehouses 
of this kingdom ; the royal navy in 
number and equipage, very formidable 
at sea ; lastly, for a complement of all 
these blessings, they were enjoyed under 
the protection of a King of the mosi 
harmless disposition ; the vfuyst exemplary 
piety ; the greatest sobriety, chastity^ 
and mercy, thw ever Prine^e had been 
endowed with: But all these blessings 
could but enable, not compel, us to be 
happy. We wanted that sense, ackhow* 
ledgement, and value of our own happi- 
ness, which all but we had ; and we took 
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peons to make, when we could not find 
ourselves miserable. There was in truth 
a strange absence of understanding in 
most, and a strange perverseness of un- 
derstanding in the rest. The court full 
of excess, idleness, and luxury j the' 
country full of pride, mutiny, and dk* 
content. ' Every man more troubled and 
perplexed at what they called the vio« 
lation of one law, than delighted or 
pleased with the observance of all the 
rest of the charter. Never imputing the 
increase of their receipts, revenue, and 
plenty, to the wisdom, virtue, and merit 
of the crown ; but objecdng every small 
imposition to the exorbitancy and ty- 
ranny of the government. The growth, 
of knowledge and virtue were disre- 
lished: for ;the iafiri9it|jf£s of aome learned 
mea, si)d.the inqrei^e of grace and &vour 
to the church was more repined and 
murmured at than the increase of piety 
and devotion in* it were regarded." 



( 14 ) 

Such was the lowering calm of iin* 
gratefiil discontent, which ushered in a 
fearful season of crime and punishment, 
described at large by one who was an 
illustrious actor on that eventful stage, 
and composed his history, ** that pos- 
terity might not be decdved by the pros* 
perity of wickedness into a belief that 
nothing less than a general combination 
of an whole nation, and a universal 
apostacy from their religion and allegi* 
ance, could, in so short a time, have 
produced such a prodigious and total 
alteration ; and that the memory of 
those, who out of duty and conscience 
have opposed that torrent which over-> 
whelmed them, may not lose the recom» 
pence due to their virtues, but having 
undergone the injuries and reproaches 
of that, might find a vindication in a 
better age.*' 
In describing the scenes which ensued^ 
when an infatuated people, ripe and 
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{tfepared for destruction, plunged by the 
just judgment of God into ail the perverse 
actions of folly and madness/' he reads 
us such important lessons as must strike 
an enlightened public, if recalled to their 
attention. He tells us, by fatal expe- 
fience, " that the weak contributed to 
the designs of the widked, while the 
latter, out of a conscience of their guilt, 
-grew by desperation worse than they in- 
tended to be. That the wise were often 
imposed upon by men of small iinder« 
standings* That the itmocent were pos* 
sessed with la2dness, and slept in the most 
visible article of danger, and that the ill* 
disposed, though of the most different 
opinions, opposite' interests, and distant 
affections, united in a firm and constant 
league of mischief, while those whose 
opinions and interests were the same, di« 
vided into factions and emulations more 
pernicious to the public than the treascms 
of others*. Meanwhile the community. 
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under pretence of zeal for religion^ law, 
liberty, and parliament, (words of pre- 
cious esteem in their just signification,) 
were furiously hurried into actions intro- 
ducing atheism, and dissolving all the 
elements of the Christian religion/' 

So great were the miseries incident to 
civil commotion, so soon did the mafk 
fall off from those pseudo-patriots, that 
all parties except the creatures of the anb- 
bitious Cromwel, ardently looked for the 
restoration of their imprisoned King, as 
a termination of their own sorrows, as 
well as of his misfortunes. . And when 
that hope was frustrated ^^ by the most 
consummate hypocrisy and atrocious 
breach of all law and justice," the iron 
pressure of those times of pretended li- 
berty and equality that ensued, led every 
one^ who had not by some unpardonable 
crime hazarded his owa safety, to welcome 
back the son of the royal victim to the; 
constitution and honour of England, with 
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such. lash exubecanaeof confidiag loyalty'^ 
that, by intrusting tCK his carele94jtiiand the 
foil possession of unrestrained power, j 
they laid the foundation of future contests 
and confusion. Such were the prospec* 
tive evils with which the Oliveriaa usur- 
JMbn afflicted die state, while in the de« 
partment of morals^ piety was brought 
into such contempt by the extravagance 
of fanatics^ and the detected cheats oi 
hypocrites, that atheism and pro&uene^ 
grew popular, .as being more oped and 
candid in their avowed profligacy. The 
oppressive, or as his admirers call it, 
the vigorous government of Cromwel 
humbled the proud spirit of Englishmen, 
who had ofteai revolted at the excessive 
stretches of prerogative under their legi- 
timate kings ; and this new habit of sub- 
mission, added to a deep repentance for 
their latecrime, so struck the indep^ident 
character of the nation, that a cabal of 
atheists and libertines persuaded an un-^ 
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principled Prince that he might as easily 
found his throne on what was then 
deemed the firm basis of despotism, as 
many of the Continental princes had 
done. If, as Englishmen, we blush at 
the disgrace of a King sold to France, and 
a court and nation abandoned to such 
licentious contmipt of all Christian obli- 
gations, that even decency is compelled 
to consign their polite literature to obli* 
^on, we must sed: for the seeds of thss 
twofold degradation in the times of which 
I propose to exhibit a femiliar portrait, 
illustrated by imaginary characters and 
events, but carefully compared with war- 
granted originals. 

It remains to say something of the 
conduct of this design. Public events 
will be stated with fidelity. Historical 
characters shall be but sparingly com- 
bined with feigned actions, but, where 
they are, great care shall be taken that 
they be neither flattered, calumniated, 
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.nor overcharged ; and, I believe, they may 
be found to have behaved in much the 
same manner to others, as I shall rq>re8en€ 
them to do to the imaginary persons whom 
I bring on the scene. The long space of 
years which this narrative embraces, is, I 
loQLOw, a great abatement of its interesL 
It is a fault which could not be avoided 
without falsifying chronology at a period 
familiar to every well-read person, or 
losing sight of the admonitory lesson whidi 
the tale was intended to convey.. 

I know that there is no small share of 
hardihood in my attempt : Bigotry, su« 
perstitious adherence to exisdng institu* 
ticms, exclusive partiality to a sect, and 
pertinacious resistance to the increase of 
liberal information, are well-sounding q>i- 
thets easily applied, and too grateful to 
the million to want popularity. Those 
who write with no higher motive than 
to please the prevailing taste, must beware 
of touching upon topics which are likely 
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fD rouse the hostile feelings of self-impof<^ 
tance, and to disgust would4)e statesmen- 
and intuitive divines. Ridicule vfi\l never 
disprove those opinions which were held 
by the wisest and most illustrious persons 
that England ever produced.^ Should I 
be so unfortunate as to provoke hostility 
wherd^ I look for co-operation ; erroneous 
or undeserved censure shall not induce 
me to enter into a controversy with those 
whom I believe to be sincere champions 
of religious truth, and to whose labours I 
am consequently bound to say, ** God 
speed/' though they may consider me as 
a doubtful ally, if not an enemy* To 
these I would address the dying words of 
the celebrated non-juror Archbishop San» 
eroft to his subscribing chaplain. Need- 
ham -— ** You and I have gone diflFerent 
ways in these late affairs, but I trust 
Heaven's gates are wide enough to re- 
ceive us both. I always took you for 
an honest man. What I said concern^ 
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ing myself was (»ily to let you know that 
what I have done I have done in the in- 
tegrity of my heart, indeed in the great 
integrity of my heart.^* Thus, only anxi* 
ous to defend and support constitutional 
principles, I shall plead guilty to many 
errors in taste, in the construction of the 
fable, as well as in the style of the narra- 
tive, and throw myself on the mercy of 
ithe Public with regard to those points. 
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CHAP. n. 

I will not choose wiiat many men desire, 
' Because I will not jump with common spiritiy 
And xank me with die barb'rous multitudes. 

SiuKsmitm. 

ABOUT the commencement of the 
reign of King Charles the First, 
a stranger came to reside in a popu« 
lous village in Lancashire, imder cir- 
cumstances of considerable interest and 
mystery. He was yomig, and elegant 
in his person; his language not only 
evinced the cultivated chasteness of 
education, but the nicer polish of re- 
fined society. When drawn into conver- 
sation (to which he seemed averse), he 
discovered classical learning enlivened by 
brilliant wit, and seasoned by deep reflec- 
tion. He was versed in the history of 
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ioragn courts ; and if he forbore to speak 
of our Gwiif it seemed more from caution 
than from ignorance. He excelled in 
fashionable exercises, rode the great horse 
with a military air, and alarmed the rus»^ 
tics by his skill in fencing, as much as he 
delighted them by the till then unheard 
tones which he drew from the viol-de- 
gamba. It was impos»bIe that, with these 
accomplishments, a sad-coloured cloak 
and plain beaver could conceal the gentle- 
man. In vain did he report himself to be 
a BiackwelUhall factor, whom an unfor« 
tunate venture had reduced to rtun.-~ 
Every one discovered that his manners 
did not correspond with this description, 
and they would have at once determined 
him lo be some gay gallant, whose wan- 
tcxmess of expense had outstripped his 
s&ility, had not hk purse contained good 
store of broad pieces, which his hand libe* 
rally bestowed, as often as poverty ap* 
pealed to lus benevolence. 
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. A Lancashire gentleinan in those times 
had less mtercourse vnih the metropolis 
of the British empire, Aan one of the pre- 
sent day, has with Canton. No London 
correspondent, therefore, could whisper 
the sudden ^disappearance of a sparkling 
blade, who, after blazing awhile at Whi^e* 
hall, had unaccountably vanidxed. like a 
meteor from its horizon; nor had the 
depredation of swindlers, or the frequent 
intrusion of impertinent hangers-on com- 
pelled the owners of manorial houses to 
shut their doors on uninvited guests. The 
jovial coarse hospitality of those dmes de- 
lighted in a'crowded board ; the extensive 
household daily required ample provi- 
sion, and refin^nent was too little ad- 
vanced from its earliest stage to make 
nice arrangement or rare delicacies ne- 
cessary to an esquire's table. Such a 
guest therefore as Evellin, was eagerly 
sought and warmly welcomed. He pined, 
with the joyous faunte^cs in^ith^n^^^nings 
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lie rdieviid . die sameness of thdr re- 
pasts ivith his dnreEsified infbrmadon ; 
said in the evening he was equally gra- 
tifying to the ladies^ who bang then ge- 
5i69raUy /Confined to the uniform routine of. 
doine^c . privacy 9 loved to hear of what 
was passing in the great world. He could 
describe the jewels which bound the hair 
of the Queen of Bohemia, and he had 
seen the hood in which Anne of Austria 
ensnared the aspiring heart of the Duke^ 
of Biickiiigham ; beside, he led off the 
dance with matchless grace, and to their 
native hornpipe enabled them to add the 
travdled accomplishinents of the galliard 
and saraband. What a concentnLdon of 
agre^ble qualities ! It mu^ be owing 
to the invincible pressure of secret uneasi- 
ness, and not to a suspicion of the c0r- 
(Uality with which his entertainer^ weU 
corned him, if EveUin ever passed a day 
in solitude. 

V0I4..I* c 
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Qf:axie:'wlio sbu^ it- as^ a^dmpdisiy t€^' 
lief from anadety,' vaiher dattasasdurce: 
(^ real enjoyment. -' A ^Mible^ 'dittaliflfac^t 
^ioa^ caasttaint) and u A^b^iied' ovi^tmnf ^ 
to the {xresentj'ilriibig from reg^retatditt' 
past^ sometiines interrtipted im ff^^Balt 
cotufte^, and olt^ner n^&Mm<iiidifikfait 
to the parsing ^ene, or uncdfisdou^ df ii«' 
Tfab homouf mci^sed vifheneiret'he te^ 
ddhred a d&patch from Obdni^^ ddid Sf 
6ii^ time the mordHcatbn 'v^hi^hig^iet*' 
t^ eitcited, threw Mm i£it<$f^ilch'ii mM^^ 
tal iigosy^ that the cottag^r^ tt^Aitdidm^htf 
lodged, recurring to i¥hatitrei£fi:h#n deemed' 
a specific for troubled mtnds^ called^&i the^ 
aid of Dr.Eusebiu^ Beaumont: to give him^ 
ghostly consolation. I am- noti goings !fO> 
bring a mortffied Fi^ffi6isci& fiiai^ on^ljl^ 
scene : his reverence >^as the village pa&^ 
t\HPi happy smd tespecfable as^dl^riti^^Wd 
and father, and largely endowed* With^ih^^ 
graces which have ^gnalized the^Gfcttrch 



of England, whenever tkk^^im beai cril^ 
to amy CMS^cuoos tifal. JLesttiring aUd 
piety ire#e «iiiim mo ndgldboaiteg'MM. 
that tefieel^^AdllitM Mv ^Rdi ^other^ and * 
w»e rather biilghtened than obsouied bf 
hk' bim^ty. l&'niaamars and habits ^' 
life retd^ied ^ dua^Hcitf bf (|he primitive 
ages, yet werethe;^ ^o^ blended with cotn^^ 
tesy, noUenees^of imndr an^ superioritji 
t(y i^eiymean ^Ifkh consideipatioai, thaft - 
tke^rndsteravdled cavalier of the times ^ 
cbntd ndt n^ofre wimikigly dii^lay thetrue^* 
gmtlemah. His example shewed ^t the 
superiority Which di^tingdfiAies that dia^^^ 
racter consists ftdt in adopting the rdgn* 
ing mode(that poor ^and!)itSon df a fiopyist), 
but in the refined suavity which defies 
imiladon, and is an inborn ^ntiment, ra*^ 
tb^ tlian an assumed costume. The » 
most pdWerSal peer in Eiiglsmd had not a' 
more independent mind than Dr. Bean* 
mom. His fortune Wks' ^fScieiftiy ample ' 
to supply his' tnodese Wants and large- be^- 
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nevql wee ; , they tsrho envied , his popu* 
larity knew not bo^ to weaken it^ except 
by knitating the virtues in which k oxu 
^natod. Placed in that respectable medi- 
ocrity which was the wish of Agar — - too 
»alted to fear an oppressor or to invite 
insult { tQo humble to make ambition look 
like virtue, or to fall into that forgetfiil- 
neis of his Maker, which is often the 
damning sin of prosperity ; accustomed 
to those habits of wise self-control that 
fk the mind ax>d body for their respective 
functi<ms; and perfectly possessed wjth 
a most conscientious resignation and con- 
fidence respecting future events-^he was 
free from those cares which corrode the 
temper and contract the understanding. 
Next to his church, his study was bis 
>earthly paradise ; but the same cahn prin- 
dple of sd&discipline attended him there, 
and regulated his enjoyment of lettered 
ease. He left his beloved authors with- 
out a sigh, as often as acdve duty called 
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him to attend the sick cottager, to heal 
contention between his parishioners, to 
admonish the backsliding, or to defend 
the cause of the oppressed. 

Such was the man who presented him- 
self to the agonized Evellin ; nor was the 
latter surprized at the visit, or at the se- 
rious admonition which he received. Pa- 
xochial care was not then regarded as a 
novelty, when it emended beyond the altar 
or the pulpit; and the graceful stranger 
felt himself reproved by one who had a 
right to exercise the functions of spiritu^ 
authority. He bowed to the pastor's in- 
structions, with a respect which charac- 
terized those times, when the powei: of 
the church was supported by superior 
holiness, and acknowledged ev^ by those 
who in their lives disobeyed her precepts. 
His subsequent behaviour made Dr. Beau- 
mont not only pardon the infirmities of a 
wounded spirit, but also apply the balm 
of friendship to them, by giving the 

C3 
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'Stncnger a most cordial iiwitadon to the 
glebe-house, where he promised him a 
; friendly welcome as oftea as he was dis- 
posed to relish the. quiet , habits of his 
family. 

It so hs^pened, that after Evellin had 
^ twice or thrice passed^ l^e little wicket 
that separated the pai;sc^'s garden from 
,the village greou^ - he disliked, taking any 
otha: road* Yet though, Mxs^ Beaumontf s 
. person was of that^dqiscriptipn which sub- 
jects Lancashire ladies to the imputatioa 
ojF witchcraft, (a charjje tooxlearly proved 
against them to he deiued,) it was not 
^the fascination, of h^r eyp^ which drew 
' the loitering; step^ fixea the unccm^dous 
gfize, and almost chai^med to rq)ose tl^e 
c stranger's untpld forr^ws. : The wife of 
his friend, excited only the r^pct and 
.esteem of this- andgue .courtier ; but a 
, young unafEanced Aracl^ne sat spinning 
.by her side, discreet and ingenious as Mi- 
. x^erva, rosy .^d ^ playful as Hebj9. This 
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JtaiidiiaariiigraaUA gii(i8^ mi^ n^llymr 
conamiia .tifi. iJbe > p^^i? of :1iisp o/vm 
diaims^i Qtixver .'with « aU the unaojipeptuig 
confidfiace of .]^uth tp amuae ;j» visitor 
«)iodi her hpi»)Ur«d:jbQ9thfir. ;pr9fi»9uxiC6d 
Kortby.tifi «tteem ind pity, .mi mlUa^y 
exerted iier ai^cfa iwadty^ diivert a mA- 
lanchcJjr of iifaicb noiooa knewibe qaase» 
Evellia soQardiKX3yQ!ied that he interested 
ibe funffednae^ and though ^he was not 
theJi^hd7:3Bho:i;9f;v^iiuii iothiaivour« 
hes'wteiflatteredibif aniattfiiuiim.i^ he 
could, not iimpiile : to extriaffic qoalttiea. 
f^ Shejccrtaiidy. pkies iHe^''. observed h^ 
on; pel ceiving an junnociked tear j^teal 
dttwiiiJier/cheiek, whennpith unguarded 
confidence^ « ino]aeBtai% excited, by tbe 
benigB manners and calm happiness of 
his host, he inveighed against the treachery 
of courts and the wpkn^ of Kings. 

c 4 
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^ Can she love me?*' was^ his' 
thought } •* or why this lively inteceot 
m my sorrows ?** Thi^ dodbt, or ratb^ 
hope^ was siigg49sted by heajfjoig Itiibel 
sob aloud while he told Dr.BeaimiGnt 
not to look for any earthly return for the 
kindness he sheved him,. ^^ Ware my 
fortunes,'' said he one day to his ho^ 
table friends, ^ equal to my birth, yon 
should find me a pto^&g^ in my grati- 
tude, but my* own folly in > l^evang 
integrity of manners and innocence of 
life are a guard strong en^ough to secure 
any man in his voyage through die world 
in what company soevor he travelled, and 
through what ways soever he was to 
pass *,' furnished my enemies with wea- 
pons which have been used to. my un* 
doing. For this last year I have suffered 
alternate hopes and fears. Whether my 
heart is sick of suspenc^ or the clouds 

* Thefle» according to Clarendon, were the 
enport of Arc&bithop Laud. 
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of niischance really thicken aroimd me, 
t can scarcely ascertain, but my me(fi- 
tations grow more gloomy, and I be* 
lieve myself doomed to an obscure life 
of little usefulness to others, and less 
enjoyment to myself. Among my priva^ 
tions I must rank that of spending my 
days in unconnected solitude. Who will 
willingly share the scant portion of bare 
sufficiency, or interweave their destmy 
with the tangled web of my intricate for- 
tunes? Would you plant a flourishmg 
eglantine under the blasted oak? Re- 
move it from such a neighbourhood, or 
the blessed rain passing through the 
blighted branches, will affect its verdure 
with pestilent mildew, instead of cherish- 
bg it with wholesome shade.'' 

Some shoff time after this ccmversation, 
Mrs. Beaumont observed to her husband 
that an extraordinary change had taken 
place in Isabel's manness since EvelUn 
had become a frequent visitor. ^' She 

c 5 



.1 df^ not. ^99dq(' at) for .^|ia mfi^ctio^ pf 
.-bis !n|^5^9tiftly [has. n^ade us, all ^rave ; 

G^eftti , tl^t ^ Qvut Qut ^e &iez^ gp^s 
.fpt tb? ahnsrwomea too short, a^d 
^vqy>ilpd Mrs* ^IJiceot^s eye-w^te^. . The 
itapQ$t>7/ chairs,. afe tbrpwa a^id^,; aud 
'did ^t^s^- fr<Wi us/tq the bower in; the 
\y4w5fre^;<b»t ^yerWJsp the . gre^, where 
.«he de*Qt* / fe« ) «K]^x9«gB to xe^ding 
: Sydney -QiAifc^digfe ; Uy 4e*p. Kusebuis, I 

$06 ber. di$f$^3 for I Fe(x>Uect my ovm 
•ibehteioto wbi^ J f». doubtful ^wh^tb^r- 
.lybu ^F<^|!^ iqe i but :surdy^ if a coi;- 
'Aeiticm vfi^ EyelUii would involve our 
4ei^ I$ah^l in distress^ ongbt I not (o 

warn her of her danger in so dispps^ng of 

, *^ J :f?ar/' replied the Doctor, "if 
jQtj^, (^baerya^oiS^ are correct,, that the 
'Oait^CSi ^QUkl Qpw come too Isite* Isabel 
is of an.^ tP judige Ipr herse^t and if 
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pugt^t her ; frif nd9> ^ ifi^rfei^ ? J£ >hw 
ami.fecdiDgs.t^lI.h^r thsrt ^he cpn^dei:^ 

^ty, -shall we tell h^ that outW;w) aptea^ 
dour cQivtitiite^ qitrmsic greatoiaesi i I m^» 
yel^PQtthat^el%vi(Er9^iQy sister; b^ 
engages, most, of .^y thoughts, sipd I hi^ve 
e9pl9y<ed niysdf in • jcojUecttog ^iiiatamM 
of rgopd mw sufferi^. wr<H)|^l(Ly>; atid 
of the piety,; humility,, and. p»<ieitc« with 
whjch they eqdured cha9teniiig» These 
ntay b^ u^^fulto £vellin } ifi^mit,. they 
will be so. tQ {mrselyes wh^i^^jet sorrow 
Visitspur ab((^, as ^he is.sure some time 
to do. wh^p ^e is trayeljiwg tQ and Iro on 
th^ eartli/' 

. . ^^vBgaiivimtia^qqiescediiQ her fans* 
^^ii§ iip^9»i^ '^ ^ttJdximnti that . love 
tl^4 tals4 Jn course, bwt it met with aa 
ffipon^K;; in . tbe .p«4ioa.. of Mrs. Metti> 
miflk ^fVUOe ftti wi» pcrhspft -was not 

c 6 
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* 

£ree from those objections which elder 
asters often entertain to the engagements 
c^ the yomiger branches of the family, 
while they themselves write spinster* 
8be had now, however, a more colour* 
able plea ; the beauty of Mrs. Isabel had 
attracted the notice of Sir WilUam Wa- 
verly, and to see her sister the lady of 
Waverly Park, roused that desire of pre* 
emin\ence which, though absolutely fo^ 
reign to the princi{^es of Dr. Beaumont, 
was not overkx^ed by all his family. 
She thought it became her to lecture 
Isabel on her preference, and unwittingly 
confirmed it by exhibiting, in oppodtion, 
two men of most dissimilar characters 
and endowments; the one, brave, ge* 
nerous, enlightened, accomplished, but 
unhappy ; the other, lord of a vast de- 
mesne, but selfish, ignorant, scant of 
oourtesy, and proud of wealth. ^ Tell 
me not of Waverly Park,'' said M». 
Isabel, ^^ I would sooner gadier cresset 

12 
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by his lakes as a beggar, than sail over 
. them under a silken awning vnth faini 
by my side as my compamon for life^ 
His language, hip id^ks, his manners, 
diflPer from those of our mealiest rustics 
in no other way than that theirs is the 
native simplicity which had no means of 
improvement, and his the wilful grossness 
vrhich irejected it when offered, resting 
^tisfied in what he received from his an- 
cestors, without adding to it attainments 
that would properly have been his owiu 
I know not what Evellin has been : clouds 
and storms hovcfr over his future pro* 
spects. I see him only as he is the chief 
among ten thousand, and one who suffers 
no diminuticHi even while conversing with 
our honoured brother ; and I should be 
prouder of allying him to our house /thaa 
of changing this silken, biaid for a golddti 
coronet." Mrs. MelHcent, after some 
renxayrks on the inconsiderate obstinacy of 
diree and twenty, and the sure repeat* 
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«iice of ludd-strong pec^e, witfadrev 

ber oppoAtkmj to be renemrod/ndieii the 

eirent should jufidfy her. i»ediCtionfik ^ 

. The. lovers ,did not long rest ia that 

uiism>wed cooacioiisoesS' ifhtch left> a 

shadcyw of doubt as: to their reciprDoal 

attachnent. To E veilings dedaradctL of 

uBakerable liwe^ IsdieUa aoawered, that 

die knew. too little of his situatbn ncn/say 

whether she ought to be hisy: but her 

heart told her ishe iievierxaDuldlieanothdr'sy 

The lover poured forth protestatioiis of 

gradtude. " No,'^ answered she, " I 

deserve aa thanks; for, to tell you the 

truth, I. have endeavoured to -see you wid> 

BMiliffiBrence,butfiiiditis;«&p6ssible» You 

have lived in couirts^. Mr. EveUin^ where 

women areihasdly won >and.£|uiokly lost}* 

hut. do not^theiefeae. degpisea Laneaahbe 

girl who duieb.nQt pliy /.with Giipidfs jar«» 

wfxwsy hut. loves in i sad .staoerit^, or *re^ 

^ttts withistndy.otH&ctesyf jet ^if . yoo. 

suipQCt that y Wi cannot jvut^my deiottcd 
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.constancy with equal siogleaesa of heart, 
leave me now, good EvelUn, are yet 
my life is so jtxoiund up in yoiir sppedty, 
tteU: i sh^l want strengtl} of min4 to 
.4j$S9lve the bond* At present I am $p 
much more disposed to rf spect you tha{i 
myself, that I may think wjbat you have 
said was only meant for gallantry,. whi«4i 
my ignoranci^' of, the worl4/baa misa^v 
etrued* If after ^bis warning you still 
per3istin yoursifit, yo^.m^st eithjer be, 
till death, my faithful lover, or v^oally 
my murderer/' 

" My:> own betrpthed feabel,V anr 
swelled Evellin^t • ^ to love, . pouttrayed 
- widi iS^ch cbaite simplicity, I owe a ^cx»^ 
fideace bb unbp^uaded a$ thy own. I will 
put <o^y li£^: in thy kf^eping^ ;by diselesiBg 
ilie bp^mt^e^nat 1 1 haiff j copc^aled area 
from* thy saJiB^iUlie bfotJ^^ 'Tis the 
pl^g« ,^ «^ , co^^taney* Mark me^ 
dearer 94»^$ ^oyk§h A pc^xsoribed w!aa^ 

4$w^iW§tm fby Jovpsilhy hfod may be 

9 
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claimed by a peer of England, and those 
graces which adorn thy native village 
may ornament the palace of our King/' 

He paused to see if the glow of ambi- 
tion supplanted the virgin blushes of ac« 
knowledged lote; but Isabel's cheek 
displayed the same meek roseate hue* 
No hurried exclamation, no gaspings of 
concealed delight, no lively flashings of 
an exulting eye, proclaimed that he was 
dearer to her now than before he acknow- 
ledged his high descent. Her objec- 
tions to a speedy marriage were even 
confirmed by this discovery, *• I must 
know,*^ said she, •* that there is no one 
vhe possesses a natural or acquired 
right to control your choice. People in 
eminent stations owe many duties to the 
state, and must not sdl their honours by 
unworthy alliances. Perhaps under your 
Idition I might so deport myself as not 
to shame your choice, but I must be well 
assured that 1 shall be no obstacle to your 
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Moving in your proper sphere, or I 
die Isabel Beaumont, praying that yon 
4cnayb6fe»^er than my love could make 
ywi." 

> Evellm rewarded itn& generous attacb* 
memt by ^telling her his assumed name 
^was an anagram of his real one^ Allan 
Neville, presumptivfi heir . tip the. earldom 
pf'ABcUingham, the. honours of wUch 
.wire .now possessed by an. elder brother, 
whose declining state of health made it 
probable ihat Allan would soon be called 
from tl^ obscurity in which he livedo and 
coinpeUed to rclear. his slai^dered fm» 
jor sink under the malice of his foeft. 
As a younger brother, he was expected 
to be the founder of his aym fortune* 
His education^ theriefore^ had been most 
caure&lly conducted; he. had had the 
best tutors in every, branch of learning ; 
and he had traVeUed under the gjiidanc? 
of an enlightened friend. The paofie 
character iof King James furniihing no 
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jMtploymem io arntt^ he bsfd: aoui^vtJi^ 
acourt as his jspk^x^oi acttoa^j^tttt't^hik 
he was displaying tfastafXQPiglfiflinirfntihg 
possessed, and acquiring the kno^idcdge 
of nsankind wMdh i k . jEieceasuy. to a 
-etatesman, he at dnce:at|]aitted the oalice 
io£ Princes and : the envy; of.; their db- 
msilidtes. ThAtieoi-lfifiscandowr^^vthat 
Mlf*depimdiiig^/iHieg]% judBci^/ generally 
attends the finest)^ qualities aad> noUeit 
lli£q)08kioii8, rendered biiQt carelessuof.dK 
irosms of those vhomi he^discoiweditp 
be ^ath^r- crafty, nvaj^^tfaahi tgifanefoos 
conmecitem^ and detefoiined hiak ^rathar 
Co despise ojqxMtien' than, toi cobciliatf 
esteem. 

Itie hangfaty Duke of Bndkingfaam 
was then inl^tbe ^sooadijof hia power* B^ 
i^gmg Fndce^Ghaile^biidciroaijSfsm 
faiQ had ^relieived' ithi^ national anxiety; 
and <^.$hort-si|ghtcdlniiidlkudev forgetting 
^i9bo had ^daagetfed the faeir^appaxent^s 
ttfety, heaped on faioiundeserwd^pqitt* 
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iz^. Heftpe. Wp &ififfif4iio$fy good 

fortune in f»lea»eg afl' P9f^ ^ l^t^ 
him a» to m^ hjm, sl^ew iii -bi?^ Ci^A^fit 
that c<mtei|ipft^ for hfe : beRfiiijbclps Ifrng 
JaiQiQS) ivhioh.lpfe fa^^ Igag se6?^lyti»)te9- 
taia^* By tlm iirppaajchi^ent of tW £af 1 
-of Middl^tQ?;, a confidentisd adviser . and 
^iisonal &.VQUs^ of the King's^ fjtoiti 
«»fttWW o^,f«ii»»rpH^«* «wl. by bunryii% 
4)^^KKieii. inj^ «: yfu\ vidth $p?in^ f^ 
idbkh tb^^ ^^Ijame^i: bad not {vrpvided 
jr68QiircGe« he laid th^ f^itPdMioti of the 
fiecHnivry difficiii|ia9> aind treaned tho8k 
evil precedents, i^^iob iuitimatel^ contri- 
bfited to overthrow: tbr f^al aii&cn%. 
These fatal results of i& petoidous 
measures formed an a\^l le$s(m to 
£ings on the : mtschi^$ . Incident to , &- 
vouritism) mi on the folly of eDediiig 
a pile of ill-condtructed greatnees, whicb, 
in its &U, often endangers the stability df 
the throne* 
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To this vam^ ambitious man, practised 
in all the smooth graces and insidious 
arts of a court, the aspiring, but frank 
and honourable Neville, more enlightened, 
equally engaging, and animated by purer 
motives, was an object both of envy and 
of fear. He scrupled not to lament the 
indignities which the declining King suf* 
fered from his former cup-Jsearer, who had 
danced himself into the highest honours 
England could bestow, and now basely 
turned from the setting orb from which 
he derived his borrowed splendour, to 
worship the rising sun; nay worse, 
who attempted Ho alienate the duty of 
an amiable Prince from his sick and aged 
fethar. Neville was earnest in his ex- 
pressions of disgust at such baseness; 
and the minions of the Duke did not 
suffer these hasty ebullitions of virtue to 
die unreported. The sarcasms soon 
reached his ear with magnified severity; 
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and the tuin, on: at least the removal; of^ 
lus gtcming rival betanie necessary to 1m. 
own security. 

Chance favoured the Duke's designs* 
A gendeman in his suite was assassinatedi 
in die streets of London when retuminff 
from a masquerade, and the murderer, 
was seen in the act of escaping, not so 
near the body as that his person could be 
identified, but plain enough for the be^ 
holders to ascertain that he wore the very: 
dress in which Neville appeared that' 
evening* The implacable enemy he had 
indiscreetly provoked possessed the royal 
ear ; and though a jury could not have . 
found in such a coinddenipe sufficient 
grounds to indict Neville, the Duke easily 
procured a royal warrant for his imme<- 
diate arrest. '^ My own heart,'' 'here 
observed Allan, '' and my confidence in 
die jusdce and good sense of my coun* . 
try, prompted me to brave my accusers ; 
but I had now a coavincing proof that . 
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ii^^aU tiiy-&e(]fa»!^mentft I g^ wanted > 
1§H^\^^ c^ the worid. I, howie>r^, 
possessed the invaluable blessing erf tf siii^' 
c^e» wke^' a^ pfiideht Mend, otie who 
rk^ isi^ in his true chfiumof^rs, and 
d^ls iMk hfah ^aiiticMifily, instead* of be^ 
Itev&gf'lxifti'toib^ themgttmious oftpring* 
of ^ dmplidi^. In eatty youth thfe Mead* 
saved' 41^ from a wa£^ g^^ve, and he k' 
not^ the g^lrcKan of my fikme and Sbwme^ 
In cdnforiniity'to the advice of the i^d 
Wakef de V^Ilance (for that is his name), 
I yielded to^ the stonn j instead of resbting 
its fary^ I chose^his rttreat ; a^d since my • 
innocence as welt as my guilt admitted 
not of proofs I offered iso submit the do* 
Mens question to the arbitration of the 
sword, and called * on Buckingham to 
meet- me in eiagle combat, or, if he de- 
cline a personal engagement, to select 
any one of noble birth and breeding . for • 
his ipr6xy, Vho should afednse me as' the' 
atithor of SSwlle's death,- Walter' de« 
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VaAnkze caifried rmy: ptoposali to the 
young King, whb/atrfiralrryiektadtbmy! 
soiif hixij on Qoiaiitmg. h|9/ chaphms, 
judj^Ttfaig'to'tye an ladaiiirful tBBBner vR 
deciding disptifes in a iChristian coontry.; 
V iam. HOW informal' that foy my flight I • 
have^rased those impressions which my 
folttiteF -btthatfanr had' made in xny favour^' 
IWBsmy'think I Mraa die inunidrer ; and the 
vaso |X)Wer tny adversaiy possesses at 
cxfmti ftp Mndcved still 'imxre dangeroos 
to itiy ]ik* and iame^ by .the pains that 
h»M> been/ts&en ta prepossess those ^wha 
wbn^haiire to^ decide upon my iate^^ But 
dhimld the desdi of my dedining bro- 
tiiet:^cafl mer to act inr tbei tone vfkeie 
with tnlf' p»)ud oppi^issor, and put my 
Into ttfer guardonship^ i will btnst 



&bm tb^ wtreat which I soax^/daieg fear 
Wflft imkdrisedljr ohoseni and ddier fall 
liy an unjlist sOimtfo^ >or^ vindlcatei my 
ilUiba^ti^e^ ' I w3I no longer^ like the 
motalktafci^^boarv owe a pieeariaus eodst* 
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€nce to the untrodden iwiMs in wl»di<l 
hide from my pursuers." : / 

Even now, when dte- universal pasma 
for luxury and sdf-^aojoyment ren4er8 
prosperity so alluring, subdues om nah 
five energies, and makes uis the puppets^ 
and slaves of fortune, there are some' 
lovely young mattyrs who immolafe 
prudence; on the shrine of lov^. It may 
easily be imagined, therefore, that this 
heroine of a simpler age, instead of bdng 
discouraged by the difficulties her Allan 
had to encounter, bved him with more 
intense affection. He an assassin ! — the 
eye that flamed de&ailice bn an imgratefol 
vicegerent of the King, when every knei 
but his beat in homage, could neva^^ 
pursue a court-butterfly, or guide a Aiur* 
derous dagger to a page's brea^ while 
indignant virtue pointed the sword of )us* 
tice to a publicdelinquent* Isabel agreed 
that it was ifirrong in Evellin to fly ^ but 
when, on hfiX Jbf ely pillow, she cast h^ 
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thoi^hts on the akemative, axxd rontem* 
plated her beloved in the hands of hiia 
before whom a potent peer had recently 
£sillen{ in the power of a man armed 
with the confidence of two •successive 
^u)narchs, and now the idol of the 
people i when she saw Evellin arraigned 
before a packed jury, no evidencje. to 
prove him innocent, and ^scarce an ad* 
vocate sufficiently courageous to defend 
him } female softness shrunk at the imag^ 
of such perils* She blessed the prudent 
De Vallance who had -snatched him from 
sure destruction, and rejoiced at an event 
which afforded her the means of seeing 
human nature in its most captivating 
fornL 

When Evellin foxmd that her c<hi* 
stancy was proof to this trial» he unfolded 
the brighter prospects which the letters 
he received from De Vallance occasionally 
afforded. This invaluable friend had, 
to the great joy of Evellin, allied him* 
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sdflPto thar house by marrymg the Lady 
Eleanor Neville, his only sister. Though 
Buckmgham never stood firmer in the 
King's fiivour, he had already experi« 
enced that popular esteem is a quicksand^ 
fair to the eye, but fallacious and de« 
stnictive to all who build their greatness 
un it. Two parliaments that were called, 
in succesoon, to grant the supplies which 
the. £ai?ourite's profusion, and the war in 
which he had unwisely engaged, rendered 
necessary, had been angrily dissolved 
for presenting petitions for redress of 
grievances instead of passing money-bills. 
The King was still deservedly popular* 
The odium c^ these acts, therefore, rested 
on the minister* He had, besides, a po» 
tebt enemy in the palace, no less a person 
than the beautiful queen, who com- 
plained ths^ the Duke, not content with 
Meeting state affairs, intruded into th^ 
domestic privacies of royaky, and left 
her without the power, which as a wife 
ft 
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:and Princess she ought to ekercke, that 
"Of choositig her servants uid rewarding 
her friends* Nor did this presumptuous 
servant rest here. The spotless purity 
of the King shrunk from conjugal in«> 
fidelity ; but Buckingham found means, 
during the hours of easy confidence, to 
insinuate Such reflections against the 
religion, the foreign manners, and the 
native country of Henrietta Maria, that 
the affection which once bade fair to 
cement the union of a virtuous and 
amiable Prince with the ' lady of his 
choice, was weaken^ by reserve, doubt, 
distaste, and all the sentiments hostile to 
conjugal peace. 

The Lady Eleanor De Vallancebeld a 
situation in the household of the Queen^ 
and possessed a secure place in her af« 
fection. She knew the secret discontent 
of her royal mistress, and the pique she 
felt ag^nst Buckingham, ' who, she also 
knew, sought the ruin of the house of 
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Neville; Ev^Uin did not enlarge on the 
amiable features of his sister's character. 
He spoke of her as one ^o panted for 
aggrandisement, and possessed the means 
of attaining iier pbjeSt i adding also, that 
she was pledged to the ruin of. the &- 
vourite by those strong inducements, 
interest and revenge. He dwelt with 
pleasure on the valuable and useful qua« 
lities of her husband, who, he said, 
united to the talents which generally 
achieve success, the circumspection and 
"foresight that secure it. While such 
able assistants advocated his cause, de^air 
would have been weakness. 

Months, nay years, rolled away. Evel* 
lin' was liberally supplied with remit- 
tances, and the hearts of the lovers be- 
came more firmly united. Dr. Beau- 
mont, assured that his sister knew the 
circumstances of her lover, thoi^h nei- 
ther chose to intrust them to him, con- 
fided implicitly in^ her discretion and his 
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honour. As a man^ there wae tittle tcf 
blame and much to revere in the charac- 
ter of EvelKn. He was open, impetuous, 
brave, generous, and placable, with ^ 
noble simplicity of soul, untainted by the 
mean alloy of selfishness. He was a^ 
Christian too. In Dr. Beaumont's eye, 
that was an indispensable requisite. Yet 
more, he steadily adhered to the esta*^' 
blished church with enlightened afiection ; 
aiid in an age when the Puritans grew more 
open and confident in their attempts to 
overthrow it, love for the most venera- 
ble support of the protestant cause waS^ 
a sacred bond of union. Sometimes a 
deep feeling of his wrong& induced Eveb 
fin to inveigh against courts and Icings 
with great animosity i but this was the 
ebullition of a warm temper, not the 
cdd enmity of a corroded heart. Im--' 
moveable to harsh reproof, he was pliant 
as the bending ozier to persuasive kind-^ 
mess. Loddng at the qualities . of .the 
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tpan^ rather than the acddoits of his 
skuatkxi) Dr. Beaumont felt proud ia 
thinking that his Isabel deserved the 
conquest she had gained. 

Erellin deferred his marriage till some 
€yent should happen which must hastea 
the crisis of his &te. The same dis^ 
patch which brought intelligeiice of the 
death of his elder brother, announced the 
&11 of his adversary by the hand o£ 
Fekon. ConcealoBcat could now na 
longer be deemed wisdom } he deter* 
mn^ to burst from obscurity, lay claini 
to his honours, and require to be re** 
Ueved from a long pending accusation 
contrived by malice and believed by ere* 
dulity. But could he quit the banks of 
the Ribb)e> leaving his Isabel to suffer 
th^ pangs of suspense, and to pine undec 
those limes and alders that had sheltered 
him from persecution? Her behaviour 
told him she would omduct herself with. 
I^opriety. in every situation. Her society^ 
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had been his chief consolation in sorrow^ 

and he saw that her fordtude would sup* 

port him in the hour cxf trial, her wisdom 

guide him in difficulty, and her participa^ 

tion give the fairest colouring to success* 

Whether he sat in the senate as a peer^ 

or stood at the bar as a crimmal, Isabel 

should be bis wedded associate. What 

pleasure would he feel in presenting to 

\is vain and beautiful sister, the lily he 

had gathered and placed in his bosom^ 

while he lay concealed in the woodlands! 

Or, when he embraced Walter as his bro>* 

-ther an4 friend, how would he riejoice to 

hear the hk Lancastrian, with all the 

eloquent energy of unsophisdcated nature, 

bless the services which had preserved 

and restored her husband. 

Isabel entered into all these happy an- 
dcipadpns. He thought her worthy to 
share his fortunes, and though she 
doubted, she now forbore to urge the 
plea of insufficiency. Of one point she 
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was certain, I mean her willingness to 
suffer with him. She wanted little ; she 
could endure much ; she had many re- 
sources in her own mind ; she con-* 
sidered no evil as insilpportable but the 
unworthiness of those she loved ; and 
when she looked on Evellin, she did hot 
fear that trial. She smiled and bhished 
her full consent, and her lover informed 
Dr. Beaumont, that the time for clain^ 
ing his sister was arrived. " My affiiirs," 
continued he, ^'require my immediate 
presence in London, and the woman of 
my heart must accompany me as my wife. 
Tbu have long placed implidt confidence 
in my honour. We have how known 
each other till affection has lost the gloss 
of novelty; and instead of depending oh 
hope and imagination, it assumes the 
fixed character of experience. If I per- 
cmed the germ of avarice, or lurking 
yearnings after aggrandizement in your 
heart, I would point to stalls and mi- 
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tres ; for such endowmdits' have orig^ 
lifted ftoifi fcntunate aUia&ces^ B«!t I 
ixdll only say to the Christian pastor 
who is content vnAi feeding his /ew iheep 
in a wilderness, that I came nbC ^» i .lar 
renous wolf to st^l his ^ivourite lamb* 
It is from welL-weighed preference that 
I select your sister as the partner of my 
fortunes. You bestow on me ^ pure and 
inestimable pearl, but you give it to one 
Dirho knows its worth. And rest assured, 
worthy Beaumont, I will neither burden 
your generosity nor disgrace your fa- 
mily." 

When Evellin signed the certificate of 
his marriage, he left a blank after the 
name of Allan, ** Observe me well,*' 
said he to the witnesses of the ceremony ; 
" note the time, place, and every cir- 
cumstance; this is an important con- 
tract." Mrs. MelUcent, to whom this 
remark was particularly addressed, un- 
bent her stiff features from that aspect 
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of dlsa^jprobation with vhich Ae had 
siieody condemned har brodier's precif 
pitation, and saluted the bride with gieai 
CordiaKtyy telpng her^ that dames of 
qaaHty^ Ukt the wi^es of the Patriarchs, 
always called their husbands lords* She 
added, that eren those of the younger 
brothers of peers took place of bafCHiets* 
ladies. 
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€HAP. m. 

Man mty the sterner virtaes InioWy. 

Detenmii'd Jutice, Truth severt. 
But female bearu with Fity ^w, 

Aud Woman lioltk affliction dear. 



Crabk. 



THE bells of Ribbltedak had hardly 
finished die merry peal which an* 
aounced the joy of the villagers, that 
their sweet rose-bud, lisabel dje Beau- 
mont, was married to the strange gentle* 
mian, whom^ they had long thought a 
prince ia di^uise, come to make theic 
good Doctor a Bishop, when an uner«r 
pected; di^atch from London cast the 
deepestr gloom on the brid^oom's joy. 

In this letter De Vallance conjured bb 
firiend to postpone his intended return 
till his aflEurs took a brighter aspect..— » 
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The King at first bore the sad ddmgs of 
his favoufite^s death with such apparent 
tranquilBty^ that he proceeded unruffled 
to his devotiops^ yet rejecting on the 
circumstances of the deed, and deeply 
aflfected by an interview with the widowed 
Duchess, who with her orphan children 
had thrown hei^elf at his feet and im-^' 
plored justice,^ he now cherished such 

an appetite for rerenge that it was susr 

*• • • • • 

pected m^y lives would scarce be deemed 
a *fit atonement. He disctmrged thd 
Duke's debts out of his privy purse, he 
promiised to provide for his siervants, and 
frowned on aH wha had ever been his 
enemies. Thomas^ Fekon had at first 
denied having any accomplice, and en« 
tfmsiasticaHy called himself the champion 
of an injQted pec^Ie ; yet it was expected 
that the close interrogatories to which 
he wouW be exposed would overawe his 
firmness, and perhaps^ prevail on him to 
name some innocent p^^ns as abettors. 
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of the crime. At all events Evellin must 
remain in privacy during the storm of 
' the ' King'9 anger, which now agitated 
him so violently that he would attend ^ 
to no other business till the I>uke's 
murder was thoroughly investigated. —^ 
De Vallance concluded with describing 
the impatience which both himself and 
Lady Eleanor felt to restore him to his 
honours ; and he trusted that the Queen^sr 
growing influence would be useful 
in recalling to the recollection olF the 
King a person he had once h%hly fa« 
voured, wiiile he saw in Buckingham an 
insolent minister radter than a devoted 
friend. 

* Weary of delay, eager to vindicate his 
honour, yet at the same time conscious 
of his own impetuosity, and confiding in 
the managemeht of his friends, Evelfii^ 
fretted at his situation, and yielding M^ 
mind to irritability, became incapable of 
cool discrimination or vigorous actioo* 



He had borne a loi^ banishment with 
melancholy patience, disdaaoing to com* 
pbdn, and affecting resignation, but he 
was then an unconnected man, v^d his 
fate was of small importance. A gleam 
of hopey inq>roved by his sanguine tem- 
per into confident expectation^ had en» 
couraged him to imite himself to a most 
amiable woaaan, in whose breast he had 
excited an expectijtioa of the most ex** 
alted fortunes. He had giwn an implicit . 
premise^ that he would add to Dr. Beau* 
mont*^ powee of doing good ;. and after 
iiasy must he sdil coittinue a nameless 
exile, poorly, cpntent to barter rq»utation. 
for lifer 

Subsequent di^iatches from JSe VaU 
lance heightened his distress. In a; 
momenP of extreme^ irrkadon, when, • by 
Vmg pondering: on his own and the 
nation's wrongs, passioa gained the 
jiscendancy of judgement^ Evellin in a. 
confidential letter t9 Walter had antid«^ 
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IJUed with* hope waA onrftatipn the Batt 
thai aftermrili bef^ the Duke of Btsckr 
inghfliO' A 8ersaop> of Dr« Beaumoat'* 
wkfswud^ cODviMed iora of the gi#i* 
neae irf an aqpreanbo^ vhich) thougli. 
proceedug* from a 9ml<lw imwghe4 
sagg&sldpjx ratheF thao a 4elibemte pur<» 
pose, yet, certainly, as our church hae 
veil deteemmed, prpves ^ the inlectioqi 
of our nature, and has in it the imture 
ti m.** CoQvioced that positiTe evil 
may not be commkted to procure pro^ 
blematical good, and that no uninqured 
pmtm should presume to think himself 
God's champion, uoiess phced in that 
tti^on which visibly arms him with his 
authority, Evellin had often lamented 
tids rash letter, as ime of his secret faults* 
He now severely felt it alsp, as an inv 
prudence, in haying given vent to hi^ 
tmgry feelings, even in a coniidendal 
Gommuiiicaiion* De Vallance infioormed 
him that, through a £ual mistake of his 
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Secretary, this very letter had been l^i4 
•\nth some other papers, tendin^g to prove 
him innocent of the death of Saville, 
and wis thus put silong with them into 
the Klng?s hattds by the Qiieeiv, nibo 
had graciously undertaken to plead for 
the brother of her favourite Lady Eleanor; 
No expiatory ajlology could be urged tq 
weaken the effect of sentiments attested 
by his own writing, and tbey were 
6bHged to yield him to the storm, as 
the King now declared that mercy would 
be compromising blood. Walter was in 
despair. Lady £leanor still determined 
to watch- for a;favourable moment; they 
both continued his firm friends, and 
would punctually remit ample sums for 
his support, till some change in the 
^te of affairs should agaui admit of 
fheir active iricerposirion. 
' ' How dreadful was Ev^n*^ mtuation t 

t 

Ruiiied by - his own rashness, and re^^ 
strained from a step, to which iuipatienee 



^ 
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of present suffering had long impelled 
him, namely to throw himself on fhe 
King's mercy, and cither regain his 
birthright or forfeit Ins life ! He wa^ 
now a husband; he expected to be a 
father, Isabel must not be deserted in 
the hottr of distress, and her Ufe was 
bound up in his.- She endured the 
change in her prospects with a cheerful 
serenity, that seemed as if she felt only 
the sdrrows of her beloved. Nor did 
Dr. Beaumont bedray any feeHng which 
tended to shew that the expectation of 
stalls and mitres ever withdrew his 
thoughts from the celestial contempla- 
tions in which he loved to expa^te. 

<« Why should I grieve for those 
who seem wrapped in measureless con- 
tent ?*' said Evellin. ^' Is this apathy 
*the effect of ignorance of greater good, 
or the result of a long mdulged habft 
of contemning every exterior advantage ? 
~* Isabel, while plaiming your bsiby- 
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cfoaths^ or loitering among' your flowei^s^ 
you seem to forget that life admits of 
more exalted pleasures^ and ampler scenes 
of duty. Have you no desire beyond 
filling yam days ndth such a series of 
trivial occupations, which make our years 
glide away with undistinguishable sam^ 
xiessB Have 709 no wish to extend 
your views beyond Ribblesdafe ? Doecr 
the 9cme of life, exhil^ited among: 
your Bfiive vil^gers,. satiny your wisk 
of being acquamted vi&h human nature ? 
Do the mouatains, which boued yow 
luiTv^om^ &Qk your dwre of seeing the 
wonders oi fO» Great<»r^s^ hand f When 
you rea4 the history of the aiighty ami 
the goo4> your eountoiaBce expresses 
.yoiir ardour te^ annulate their actions ^ 
yet here you seem to wish to set up your 
rest, and slumber away your life, cqHk 
tent with security, and ctrdie^ of re- 
iu>w&.'' 

^ Wbea i^am smnnuw^ tosmther 
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suti on,'' rq^ied Isabel, '* it vnH be 6xa^ 
fnougb to cherisK the £eeling. which 
will beseem it. At present, suffer xne t(^ 
think of the advantages of m^ awn. In 
the hour of danger, and the decline of 
life, the most cQurtgeous spirks long for 
9 ijuiec harbour. Does not this die^ 
that s^ety la dc&raUe, and repose a 
blessing i The differei^^e which e?en nay 
inexperienced mind discovers, between 
the inwQird fis^g and the exterior aib^ 
villages of greatness, abates my wish to 
wear the gorgeous pa|l of splendid for^^ 
tuner Yet» deaqest Allan, I am aware^ 
that OHir present state cannot be per* 
manent. . Two alternatives await us^ 
iithar a restoration to jour rank in so^ 
dety, or removal to a place pf greater 
security. Jhe J(^^g will soon visit 
Scotland, to receive his hereditary crown». 
He will pass through Ribblesdale, and 
my brother's duty will call him to 
attend him ; is there a hope that he caa 
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plead your cause successfully, after the 
eloquence of your friend, and the address 
of your sister have felled ?'^ 

Evellin answered, there was no pro^ 
babiKty. 

" Consider then," returned Isabel, 
«* this place Kes in a frequented roadi 
Some busy courtier will be eager to beat 
the covert and start the fioble quarry, 
which the Kiiig desires to hunt down# 
If indeed His Highness's mind is so ob« 
scured by anger, as to combine a rash 
expression and a deliberate plan of 
murder - in the same degree <^ guik ; 
to condemn you unheard for .one crime, 
and by implication make you accessary 
to another, can there be safety or 
honour in being his servant ? Surely,' 
my Allan's loyalty once arrayed his 
Prince with visionary excellence; or 
Walter acted like one of those unskilful 
surgeons, who convert a slight wound 
into a deep gangrene.'* 
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The tone of displeasure, in which 
Evellki checked every suggestion i^ainst 
the integrity or discretion of his fiiendr 
had no other effect on Isabel's mind, 
than to convince her of her husband's 
unbounded confidence. Walter's own 
letters furnished her with many reasons for 
suspicion J there was in them a studied 
air of plausibility, a nice arrangement of 
minutias, and a wary shifting from impor* 
tant points, which seemed to her strong^ 
but artless mind, more like the drapery 
(^ design, than the frank simplicity . of 
truth; ^ They were seldom replies to 
Evdlin's statements or requests. The 
kindness they contained had the flourish 
of soitiment ; there was m.'ucli ostenta-* 
tious display of trivial offices of good^ 
will, and of those every-day . assistances, 
which aflEection wants memory to record* 
If EvelUn seemed determined to risk all^ 
by^ a bold appeal to the laws, betiec 
prospects were held out, which precii»-* 
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tation w)uld bla$t ; suid larger remittances 
i^ere forwarded. If he affected to be 
reconciled to obscurity, Walter, by 
gently censuring, actually confirmed the 
the wise moderation of his choice, de- 
scribing himself as tired of the court, 
and reluctantly chained to it by the 
rooted attachment of Lady Eleanor, who 
sparkled in the Queen's train, €cl^>sing 
all in splendor, and all but her royal 
m^ress in brauty. He subjoined to these 
complaints of the unsatislactbriness of a 
life of pleasure, lamentable statements 
of the imisrule of the King, and the 
oppression of his government, the arbi- 
trary punishments of the Star-chamber, 
the illegal fines, loans and projects, by 
which the royal coffers were filled, and 
cottchided with affirming, that they only 
were safe and happy, %hose contracted 
wants, and mortified dteires, asked but 
die primeval simplicity of nature. All 
thi^ time^ though the honours of ihi 
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Tiouse of Neville lay in abeyance, the 
rents were receh^ed by De Vallance, and 
Isabel wondered that so mortified a spirk 
should ^nciimber itself with the ctrosa 
which it affected to despise. 

Meantime Evellin, partially blin^d by 

a fatal security, and in part deprived of 

the use of his judgement by his acute 

feelings, at one time scorned to impute 

treachery to the friend of his youth ; at 

another fear to trust even himself. One 

master stroke 'of policy still remained. 

Walter wrote to him in great alarm ; 

their correspondence was discovered to 

the King, and reported to be of a fac« 

tious tendency. He was in the most 

imminent danger of being sacrificed to 

fheir mutual enemies. ' He tonjured 

Evellin to fly to some more remote 

retreat instantly, but first .to give up to 

the confidential agent, whom he named, 

all their correspondence, that he ihight 

instantly destroy it, lest it should fall 
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into the hands of those who' would cao^ 
6true it into a disclosure of the Song's 
counsels. The credulous Evellin fell 
into thi^ snare. He returned all Walter's 
letters, and retired with his family to a 
freehold of Isabel's, situated among the 
mountainous parts of Lancashire, and in 
his anxiety for Walter's safety, forgot 
for a time his own troubles. But 
though their correspondence ceased, the 
voice of fame was not silent, and its 
echoes reached evep to the Foumess 
Fells, telling, that Walter De Vallance 
was created Earl of 3ellingham, and 
that all the possessions of the ancient 
house of Neville we^'e- bestowed on Lady 
EJeanor. 

The ocean beats at the bottom of a 
cliff for ages, and imperceptibly wears 
its rugged projections to smoothness; 
but an earthquake overthrows it in an in* 
stant. The mind of Evellin, which for 
«i period <)f seven years had contended 
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with hope and fear, sometimes almost, 
suspecting, and at other times rejecting' 
distrust, was by this proof of his^ friend's 
treachery, bereft of all fortitude and 
patience. Wounded by the neglect of 
the world, his confidence in Walter had 
been his preservative from misanthropy ; 
and when vexed at the recoUecdon of 
his own imprudent frankness and foUy, 
in provoking the resentment of powerful, 
foes, he soothed his galled spirit by 
, considering, that the guileless simplicity 
of his nature, which had raised those 
foes, had also secured him a faithful 
friend. That bright creation of his fancy 
disappeared, a chaos of duplicity, dark 
contrivance, and injustice remained; 
Walter proved false, his sister unnatural, 
his King a tyrant. So different were 
these objects from what he once belieyed 
them, that he doubted whether life 
afforded . any realities. Did his Isabel 
really choose him for his own merit, 
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cxr *was latent ambidoh the spur to her 
affection ? Did the vfllage^pastor seek 
out and console a stranger from motiyes 
of Chrbdan benevolence, or had he 
discovered his rank and hopes, and 
on them formed expectation of advance* 
ment ? 

Whatever the most unalterable and en- 
tire affectfon, acting on a noble mind and 
an active temper, could do, Isabel per- 
formed with cheerful tenderness and ne- 
ver-wearied patience. To assist in support- 
ing her family, she took the farm into 
her own management, and endeavoured 
to rouse the attention of her much-altered 
husband, by pointing out the humble, 
but secure comforts, which husbandry 
afforded. She dwelt on every example 
of unhappy greatness; she reminded 
him, that to be deceived by specious 
characters, was the common error of 
superior understandings, who, lightly 
valuing the goods of fortune, never 
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suspect that to odiers they wHl pcoTe 
irresisbble temptations. Her suq)ri9e^ 
she saidy was not that the artful should 
impose upon the honourable, or the 
mean ensnare the magnanimous; but 
that the former should have the audacity 
to attempt to cozen those who w^ere 
every way above them, because, in so 
doing, they must depend upon die 
operation of qualities, which their narrow 
hearts and warped principles could not 
allow them to estimate. She once went 
so far as to say, that it was not superior 
discernment, which enabled her to sus- 
pect the perfidiousness of Walter. She 
did not view him with the partiality of 
youthful affections ; ' she was ignorant of 
the many ties which bound him to a 
brave and grateful heart. Her anxiety 
for her Allan kept her attentbn fixed 
on one object, the progress which hi$ 
agent made ; and when she saw that the 
cause did not prosper in his hand, she 

£ 2 
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searched for instances of mismanagement^ 
and combined circumstances to his pre- 
judice, which were not Hkely to strike an 
affectionate friend, who was too confident 
in the actor to scrutinize the action. 
How could she, who loved a brother 
with the same unquestioning fidelity as 
Allan did Walter, condemn the errors of 
overflowing affection? Evellin listened 
in gloomy silence. Too deeply wounded 
to endure even this mild censure of his 
own folly, in the shape of an apology 
for his weakness, he sternly enjoined 
her to avoid that theme. 

Undismayed by such rebuffs, Isabel 
attempted other topics. She often as- 
siu*ed him she was now more at her 
ease, than if seated at the head of the 
Earl's table, in Castle Bellingham. " I 
should have been embarrassed," said she, 
*^ and might, perhaps, have acted wrong 
through my solicitude to be very ri^t. 
Our little household is easily catered 
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for ; hence we can devote the more time 
to our darling babes. Was not the 
husbandman's life preferred by the wisest, 
the most £atvoured of mankind ? Does it 
not afford health and peace f Are not 
.our cares innocent, our enjoyments un- 
envied ? We do not anticipate, with 
aching hearts, ^e fall or the death <£ 
a rival \ neither do we, after having dis- 
torted our faces with the hilarity of 
forced merriment in public, meet, in our 
privacies, with anger and fear ; reproach- 
ing each other ibr some neglect, and 
commenting on the frowns of royalty. 
We need not study to be expert in 
ceremony, or adroit in flattery. When 
nature calls, we take our simple food", 
we rest when she requires relaxation, and 
when rest is sadety, innocent and useful 
labour improves our mental and corporeal 
functions. How pitiable are they, whom 
necessity drags to the banquet of os* 
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Mentation, v^o secretly yawn trough 
'the leagthened vigil of imenjoyed dis- 
j^padon ; who rise from feveridb slumbers 
fio tasteless deUghts 4 who feel that their 
fxresent course of life is a captivity} 
and yet look on that which would being 
them freedom as dosgrace. Unmolested 
by creditors, unvexed iby the reproacMol 
glances of those who would attribute 
their uodomg to our extravagance, wdth 
ao open enemies to insuk us, no secret 
sorrows to afilict us, om de^es sdsdued 
rather than gratified, our domestic unkxi 
perfect, our minds informed, and our 
. souls expatiating in a still happier world, 
O my Allan, let us forget the past, and 
call our lot rare felicity. These moun- 
tains;, which shut from your ^w a 
deceitful tr^icherous World are now your 
towers of defence. These clear lakes 
which reflect the blue akies, dispose us ^ 
serene contemplation. When aH my 



^ 
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household toils are iiniahed, and sus- 
pended care sleeps till the moraing, 
I lead my childfiea to their evening 
^sports; I point to the sublime scenes 
around us;, and remiskd them that tbe 
Almighty nsind^ that formed, the^e won* 
ders, dictated the book which is their 
daily study. He piled the gcey <ii& on 
each 0ther« some awfully barren, others 
cloadied with verdure, to shew that 
fertility and desolation, like joy and grief, 
are at his disposal. He, through fringed 
rocks, hollowed a cavern, whence burst 
the majestk . cataract, whpae course no 
mortal hand shall divert or restrain. 
So should man submit to the dispensations 
of Omniscient wisdom. While thus me- 
ditating, I despise the insignificance of 
worldly cares, I become almost ^iritu- 
alized, and am in danger of losing soc&l 
affections^ as well as earthly desires, till 
^y children, fancifully decked witji wild 

E 4 



( 8o ) 

flowers, call aloud to point you out, 
descending from the cliflF, loaded with 
game, and accompanied by your spaniels 
and falcon* They rush into your em- 
braces. You return safe, uninjured by 
your exhilarating sports. If, at such a 
moment, I can fancy that, parental trans- 
port predominates over sorrow in your 
aspect, I lift my hands in tran^rt to 
Heaven, and ask if a mighty Princess 
ever was so blessed. 

The dejected Evellin sometimes lisr 
tened in silence to these fond breathings 
of chaste affection, wrung her hand, and 
pronounced her worthy of a happier lot, 
calling her a pledge of divine fevour 
and reconciliation to a much-offending 
man. He never spoke of .his wrongs, 
and she sometimes entertained a hope 
that they were fading from his remem- 
brance. At least she knew it was the 
wisest course to avoid dwelling on'sor« 
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rows, for which patience was the only 
cure, and being thoroughly practised in 
the duty of resignation, she wished to 
impart its comforts to him, whom she 
so strongly loved. 



.« 
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CHAP. IV, 

My wrongs, my wrongs, my constant thouglits cugiaij^^f 
Thesc^ my sole oracfes^ in^ire my nge. 

Pope's Homer. 

/^NE evening, while the young 
^^ Evellins ,were watching for their 
father, and fancying they discerned him 
returning from the mountains, they has^ 
tily ran back to their mother to inform 
her that a strange man lay at the bottom 
of the glen seemingly much fatigued, 
who asked the way to Mr, Neville's. 
Isabel knew that the real name of her 
husband was known only to herself in 
that neighbourhood, and susjpected a 
snare of De Vallance's to get him into 
his power and rob hini of all that re« 
mained, his life. She anxiously inquired 
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what further passed, little Eustace an- 
swered, ** We said nobody lived near 
but our father, whose name was not 
Neville but Evellin. He asked us if he 
was tall, with dark hair, and carried 
himself like a Prince. We had seen no 
Princes, but I put on my cap as he does, 
and shewed how he walked, and the 
poor man caught me in his arms, almost 
smothered me with kisses, and said he 
would never stir from that spot till his 
master came/' 

" Foolish children,'* said the mother ; 
** perhaps you have betrayed your fa- 
ther to those who hunt for his life/' 

" No, indeed,** replied Isabel, " he 
is too weak and ill to hurt any body. 
He fe very hungry still, though I gave 
him all the cloud-berries I had gatibered, 
and filled his can with water. He 
blessed us just as you do, and I am sure 
>he never would hurt my fadier." 

£ 6 
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Go round by the coppice, my dar- 
ling i meet your father and tell him what 
you have seen ; I will go to the stranger/*. 
— *' And take some cordials with you/* 
9aid both the children. '^ He shall want 
no cordials if he be what he appears,*** 
returned Mrs. Evellin; " but, sweet 
Iambs, there are more wolves in the world 
than true shepherds.** 

The suspicions of the fond wife were 
in this in^ance groundless. The stranger 
was David Williams, formerly comptroller 
of the Earl of Bellingham*s household, 
who, discovering that his real master was 
not dead, as Earl Walter now affirmed, 
set out with a. determination of discover- 
ing his retreat. He carried with him the 
honourable savings of a life of industry ; 
but having been attacked on the road 
and robbed of his property, he arrived, 
exhausted and pennyless, among the 
Fells of Founiess, in appearance a burden 
to the femily he wished to serve. 
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Yet this faithful old servant, though 
bare and withering like the scathed oak, 
was inexpressibly welcome to one who 
SO' deeply suffered from the crimes of 
duplicity. Williams soon recovered his 
strength under the care of his dear old 
master ; and though the mountain cottage 
bore no resemblance to the embattled 
towers of Castle Bellingham, sdll he was 
under the roof of a true Neville, and he 
would not change his service to attend an 
Emperor. Evellin took a lively interest 
in the society of his old domestic, who, 
happy that his recovered health enabled 
him to serve, in adversity, the noble stock 
under whose protection he had formerly 
flourished, followed his dear lord, as he 
called him, over the mountains, thinking 
of the days that were past. Sometimes 
Williams would lead Evellin to talk of 
former times, when Bellingham Castle 
blazed with feudal splendor, and the 
. numerpus dependents of its mighty ovmer» 

9 
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marshalled by the sound cf the bugle, 
rode to their sports like the clans of the 
earlier ages^ a gallant troop, to rouse the 
stag from his lair, or to loose the hawk 
at the crested pheasant. The heir of that 
trastle, habited as an humble yeoman, 
sullenly listened to the narrative of his 
only follower. •* Does not the chace,*' 
he would say, ** now afford us equal 
pleasure ? are not my dogs as swift, and 
these mountains as replete with game as 
those which engird my paternal resi-. 
dence." A deep groan contradicted the 
conclusion to which this inquiry seemed 
to lead } yet Williams, fancying he amused 
his master, continued to deepen those 
agonizing recollections which are most 
dangerous to poignant sensibility. Nor 
had Evellin the self-command to forbear 
making inquiries which must, when an- 
swered, aggravate his anguish. He bade 
Williams freely state what fie knew of 
their old neighbours and dependents. 
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The tale wa8 di&sely iold. EvdMn 
list^ened with deep attention^ execrated 
ids own mieconduct, enjoined silenoe, 
and then, by fresh questions, encouraged 
repetkiGai. A hope had long clung to Us 
heart, arising from that lofty tone of feel- 
mg which is more pained at Becoming the 
tool of £iilsehood than at being the victim 
of misfortune. Long-continued moody 
musings bad affected his judgment ; amd 
he sometimes actually doubted whether 
De Vallance was really treacherous, or 
had been defeated in his friendly efforts 
by the power of a host o.f enemies. 

^' Answer me truly, Williams,'^ said 
he, while his tip quivered with emotion, 
aiid his hand trembled as he aSectad to 
9troke his falcon with a careless air: 
'^ you see the present and the future are 
now indifierent to me. You remember 
tile dme when Walter's father rescued 
me, a cmdled infant, from Tyrone's re^ 
beiUous hems in Ireland, and thus isid 
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I 

ihe foundation of the friendship between 
cur houses. You remember, Waltef him- 
,8elf saving me from the lake when I was 
nearly drowned. Surely he was then a 
warm-hearted, generous boy. The tears 
he shed over my supposed corse could 
not be dang^ous and deceitful drops. 
At. school, at college, and when we 
crossed the Alps together, ever sharing 
my bed and table, I saw him in every 
different situation. Was his life one act 
of decat, and mine a long dream of cre- 
dulity? When, in the fullness of my 
soul, I told him he was more than worthy 
my sister's lo;ve, he answered that though 
the Jioble blood of Devereux ran in his 
veins, it did not become his humble for- 
tunes to aspire to the Lady Eleanor; 
After my lather's death, he would no 
longer reside with me, but entered into 
the service of his cousin, the Lord Essex^ 
saying he would not quarter an expen- 
fiive retainer on the scanty portion of a 
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'younger brother, which needed good 
husbandry, but that hk heart still re* 
mained with me, and would be a cheap 
sojourner. Was not this the language of 
a noble spirit ? Tou look, Williams, as 
if you had a mystery to unfold. Come, 
tell all your tale as you would repeat it 
to gossips on a wassail night. The world 
is now forgotten by me, and I am for- 
gotten by the world.'* 

" My noble Lord," Williams began 
— " Again,** said Evellin, " after my 
strict injunctions, do not insult me with 
empty titles. Have I not told you that 
my patent of nobility is cancelled ? I am 
Goodman Evellin of the Fells, husband 
of the best of women, and fiither of two 
wanton prattlers, who know not the misery 
of having fallen from an eminently glo- 
rious station. Mark, Williams, the story 
of what I was shall die with me, or only 
survive close shut in the treasured re- 
membrance of my faithful wife. I would 
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not for the universe cloud the laughing 
features of these happy babes, by awaken* 
iflig desires which I cannot gratify ; there- 
fore forget my lapsed greatness/' 

<< EveQ in oui* privacies?'' inquired 
Williams, 

<< Certainly ; and habit will make fa- 
miUarity easy. Sit beside me <m the 
ground, and ieave off putting your hand 
to your bonnet. Do we not look Uke 
two smart woodmen, enjoying, over our 
€vexung repast, a tale of other times ?" 

^^ I must turn my lace from your 
honour," said Williams, ^' before I can 
attempt to forget that you was Sir Allan, 
my old master's favourite son i but it m 
in vain for you to try to pass for a coun* 
try yeoman. They who have spent tMr 
lives ia these mountains, and never seen 
a noble personage, rudely explaia thdr 
notions of majesty and dignity by de- 
scribing you ; and, by the grace of Hea- 
ven, they ^all find they guessed right. 
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when they ^aid the stranger . from the 
Doutb^ountry was a iman of another soicc 
of a world." 

^^ Let ;us hw^ so more day*<ireams, I 
asked you about Waiteer de VaUance/' 

^^ He is now Earl of Bellingham/' 

Evellin gnawed Ids Up, and acgnly 
stxuck his fewmng tspanidL '^ True/' 
xep&d he, ^ jtbe Kiqg would hzvt him 
so* He fiooDced these honours on him; 
and it is thus, by prc^udioe and iiijusticc^ 
Hibst he tampers walih the loyalty of a 
bnyt natioB. Canst itfapu blame De 
Valhnoe £or catching my c(»K)net before 
at &11 to ihe ^ixMtfid by a [false attainder ? 
Why duDuld the title lie in abeyance? 
is it mat better wcwn 'by 'one allied to our 
house than iiy an alieni Who so fit to 
«t in die banontajl ohair of our comnmn 
ancestor as my sister's :son, now I am 
eitscinded as a diseased branch/' 

" He is a lad of die £urest promise,'** 
answered WilHams, ^< but he wbU never 
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live to be Earl of BelUngham^ Oraiit 
that no singular judgments fall on the 
house of usurpation, yet the honourable 
blood which he inherits from the Nevilles 
will so strive with the foul current of De 
Vallance, that the ill-compounded body 
will not grow to manhood.'' 

Evellin smiled: ^^ Thou thinkest 
then,'* said he, ^^ that Walter has played 
the thief's part, and etdien what be could 
not honestly acquire." 

^^ 'Tis past thinking about," answered 
Williams;. <* the blame rests not on the 
King's Majesty, whom Heaven prosper. 
Itle is too much raised above the commcm 
intercourse of iife to look into the hearts 
of those who take care to approach him 
with a fair outside. His days are con« 
sumed by cares and perplexities, and those 
who are apt and courteous in business 
muist needs have his ear. I well know 
that De Vallance gained the royal favour 
by appearing to be your devoted friend. 
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and by praising you for those qualities in 
which it was Heaven's will to leave you 
somewhat defective. Thus he praised 
your prudence, and produced your flight 
ifi proof of your innocence ; yet, in the 
same breath, gave some instance of your 
rashness, and shewed that flight was ever 
the villain's resource. So contrariwise 
were his pleadings and his praises, that 
His Grace said one day of him, jestingly, 
^ Whatever my council may decide about 
Neville, I must keep De Vallance in my 
service; for though he is an unapt ad- 
vocate, he is a right trusty friend/ " 

« We are now,** returned Evellin, 
^^ acting as jurors, deciding upon the 
better part of a man's possessions, his 
honoun Let us then be candid and wary. 
Zeal, Vike anger, often overshoots the 
mark. The lively promptitude of feeling 
hurries our judgm^t beyond its natural 
pace^ Let us admit that the stern cha- 
racter of that bloody concUve, before 
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v^ham De Vallance often pleaded my 
€au$e^ might confuse a man, among whose 
natural defects I have noted a consti- 
tutional timidity, apt to tremble at the 
frown erf a feUow-creatupe. Before a 
court con^tuted like the Star-chamber, 
armed with unlimited powers to impose 
fines^ imprisonment, sequestration, ba- 
nishment, nay even the punishment of 
personal mutilation, no wonder the sole 
friend and unsupported advocate of a man, 
whom they were bent to rui(j, took im- 
proper methods of serving him." 

** It is too true,** returned Williams, 
" that this court has of late stretched its 
originally unconsti^tutional powers, and 
has further provoked the unwarrantable 
licence of the times by trying to restrain 
it. The King*s best friends allow that it 
has in many instances ' held that for 
honourable which pleased, and that for 
just which profited ; and being the same 
persons who composed the council, the 

12 
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same iiMfinduals acted in two courts ; oi 
one, enjoining the people what was not 
law, and prohibitmg what was not pro- 
hibited ; and, in the other,, censuring 
disobedience to their own decrees by 
heavy fines and severe imprisonments. 
But the tendency of these proceedings 
has been rather to supply the King's 
necessities with money, which, since his 
breach with his parlianient he cannot le- 
gally obtain, than wantonly to sport with 
the rights of his people, from which no 
advantage can be derived to the crown *.* 
And truly, those noble persons who 
compose this assembly are too well 
aware of the unpopularity and odium of 
their proceedings to give any needless 
cause of complaint ; nor would they have 
dared to commit such a foul misdemeanor, 
as to condemn and sentence a peer of 
the realm for a capital offence, without 

* This 18 Clarendon's account of that famous 
court. 
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giving him a# solemn and public trial. 
Now, my dear master, has your clear 
understanding been so misled as to make 
you suppose their misdoings ever reached 
such atrocity, or that they would unwisely 
give contention such a handle/' 

Evellin's judgment had ever contra- 
dicted Walter's statements, and the con- 
clusions which remaining affection, and 
his own imwillingness to own himself a 
dupe, laboured to draw, he now inquired 
how his estates came to be confiscated, 
and his person cast out of. the protection 
of the law. 

" On account of your contumacy," 
answered Williams ; ^^ you did not sur- 
render when the ro^al proclamation called 
upon you to take your trial, and then a 
writ of outlawry was required by your 
prosecutor/' 

« Was it not Walter's duty to convey 
that proclamation to me ?" said Evellin. 
Williams replied, it was ; he mentioned 
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it6 d&te, da^ Ey^Hk k&ew it taffied tdth 
^at of his inarriage) at which time WU* 
tg)r inofe earnestly conjured hiih to re* 
Mdin m the closest concealment. A heavy 
grote bilrst firoixi Im heart, he reftt^ hk 
head cm Ihs folded haUds^ and bade WiU 
Iliims proceed. 

*< Vet ^ough a lotig terhi of years had 
dt^psed/^ ccmtinued he^ ^^ so unwiiling 
was the King to proceed to extranides^ 
that from teri^ to term the cause stood 
(yver^ and the huHgry vulture who longed 
to gorge your possessions grew weal^ of 
ac(H]g the dove's part. I had long seen 
his base nature. In vain did he chess 
his face and his person in the solemn hue 
of mourning, or your false*heart^ sister 
shed Hy^na tiears,'**— 

^ Tears ! For what did she we^p ?** 

** For your death.'' 

«< My death/' said Evel&i^ startmg 
up ; ^^ De Vsdlanc^ knew I wto alive^'* 
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** Aye, nly noble .tm^er, and §o did 
I too, or I should, wv0r r^i^e; liyedi tp 
drag my bone§ to the banks pf Winder- 
mere ; grief would h^ve killed me ere 
I had gone half my jouriiey, .1 caught 
the villain destroymg: your kttersj I 
saw the date of one ; you were ?live at 
Ribblesdale in November, so could not 
have died the preceding month at Laun« 
ceston/' 

« Who durst afErm that I did ?'* 
" Walter De Vallance. — He claimed 
an audience of the King^ and shewed an 
attested certificate, stating that Allan Ne- 
ville had there deceased. An account 
was subjoined of his person, his way of . 
living, and the time he had resided in 
that borough, all made to correspond 
with your likeness and history* I had 
followed him to the door of the privy- 
chamber, ^md waited ameag.the pages. 
Methinks I see him qow : screw up \m 
hypocritical face and wink his eyes, as 
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if he wept/' " Your Majesty/' said ha^ 
^^ will be no more persecuted with my 
suit for my ill-fkted brother-in-law.-*^ 
X^dy Eleanor commends her duty to the 
Queen. — Alas, I fear the same stroke 
will leave me friendless and a widower; 
— Never was such love." He went on, 
sobbing aloud — ^^ A broken he^ brought 
him to his grave. — One only error ^ 
else the very mirror of honourable fit* 
culties.'' Thus he stood, as one beside 
himself with anguish, holding out the 
certificate, which a gentleman read to 
His Highness. And then, my noble 
master, you might have seen how true 
^pity looks by the side of its vile coun- 
terfeit. " I knew Allan Neville well,*' 
said the King, ^^ and I once truly loved 
him. Ill rest the calumniators of those 
who can no longer justify themselves! 
His faults die with him. The pardon I 
meant to have granted to his offences, 

F Z 



r 

( ^ lOO ) 

if h« 1»foukt "^Ve sovi^ my mtec^, l^iaQ 
j(M ilit6 iBtvotH's to Aoise ^ho share his 
bteod/^ Wakelf answ^e^ed^ he could 
^ciffce be comforted even by such gft- 
dou^ words ; but he acted his part f!^ 
for though the King's goodness was too 
abbte to suspect him, the courtiers nick* 
Aftmed him the merry-mourner. 

^^^ Why speaks not my noble maistef /* 
savd "WilKams, observing the fixed pos^ 
fiire and quenched eye of Evellin. Af 
biESt he exchimed -^^^ lam not dead;*' 
^d bursting into an hysterical laugh, 
he swore De Vailance should find he was 
Aot deizid* 

« That is the point/' replied VtA- 
liaiiAS, ^< to which I have bug wished to 
lia^e you. Only appear and prove your 
iSdaitity ; nothing more is wanting. But 
tes^ on my arm, your whole frame is 
convuhed. Ah, woe is me, that a b^use 
upstart should thus destroy so true a 
saipple of old Engli^^orth !'' 
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*\ I have sunriYed the loss of my pa* 
trimpxiy/' said Ev^Un ; ^* I have bowe4 
my aquring mind tp the lowliness of 
which I was bom to be the ptotector; 
I have a good King, a good cause, a 
fidthfiil wife, dear lovely children* De 
Vallance shall not long triumph. But 
say, Williams, didst thou ever hear of 
treachery so complicated, so deep, so 
totally void of even a twinkling ray of 
conunon rectitude.'^ 

^* I know but one character more vile 
and unnatural,*' returu^ Williams^ ^^ and 
that is the Lady Eleanor/' 

*• 1 pass her by,'* said Evellin. ** Na» 
ture cast her mind in its most sprdi4 
mould ; and her heart is capable only 
of mean inclinations and low - desires ; 
I have, from my youth, reproved hex 
follies, and as she never loved me, she 
would see ,np crime in plotting my de*^ 
struction.'' * 

« 
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*• What — because you strove to ren- 
der her worthy her lineage,** answered 
Williams. ** If a bad nature is an ex- 
cuse for crimes, may not Satan object 
to the severity of his sentence. Beauty 
made her vain, and adulation made her 
haughty. Yet other ladies on the same 
personal graces have engrafted the love- 
lier stock of truly noble virtues. The 
husband whom she deigned to marry, 
because she found him a ready slave to 
her designs, will live to rue the day 
when he made marriage a ladder to 
ambition. May Heaven guard our Queen 
from so dangerous a friend. Never did 
a falser serpent with a beautiful outside 
dart its poisons into the ear of Majesty." 

Williams went on repeating anecdotes, 
which proved the degeneracy of the new 
Countess from the antient stock of noble 
ladies who wejre ^tter pleased ;to act 
as faithful and provident stewards of the 
bounty of Heaven, than, like greedy 
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whirlpools, to absorb every thing vHihm 
their reach. He contrasted their circum^ 
spect liberality wkh her thoughtless waste; 
the matronly sobriety and tempered mag* 
nificehce of their attire with her new 
fangled fickleness and wanton costliness ; 
their modest dignified ' courtesy with her 
wayward perverseness j their gravity with 
her lightness, in acting at court-revels 
abd ' ihaskings, iamlliar with every gal*^ 
lant, stod accepting praise from the most 
polluted sources. He spoke to the winds ; 
the . full proof of that perfidy which 
Evellin had so -long struggled to dis^ 
beUeve, fell like a thundering cataract'on 
his mind, and swept away all power of 
attention. Long-indulged sorrow had 
preyed on his mentaf and corporeal 
functions, and rendered him ill able to 
support that severe blow. Williams sin* 
cerely repented the circumstantial disclo- 
sure he had made. A feverish listless* 
ness seized on the unhappy £vdliii» 
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which yidded only to the visitation of 
a moie dreadful calainity. It was not 
dedd^ in^amty) bot it dispelled the 
hop^ which had been* forn^ed of hi^ 
^eing aible ip reclaim lys usurped 
birth-right. His bodily h^th was in 
time restored) aiui his* mental infirmity 
became a wi|d htUmoursojne eccpi^tricity^ 
preservifi^ traces of ^ his noble ^amcteif^ 
but querulously ijEnp^lJlfnt <^ Gomroi4» 
fubject to extravagstfit trjufisport;^ ^^ ^- 
capable of steady ex^rtio^ ^r ccn^ect^d 
thought. Still opi^gnanimousi iAdepezir 
dent and honourable, but np^pcidy^ ira^ 
and intractable, he was th^ ai^tamatpn; of 
generous iostin^t^ no longer ^m^ted by 
.reason* 

Such a situation, required constant yU 
gilance to prevent irritation and su^y 
soothmg recreations and gratiyFjring objects* 
Williams was a most useful assistant to 
Mrs. Evellin. He was practically versed 
in husbandry, he knew the world, and 



( 165 ) 

had a creditable share of literature ; he 
could thus amuse his master, direct the 
domestic management, and instruct the 
children. Isabel in all these instances 
found him a considerable relief to her 
cares. That excellent woman knew not . 
what immediately hastened her husband's - 
malady. Williams had often stated the 
possibility o£ his regaining his rights; but 
she, dreading every proposal that mi^ht 
agitate his mind, solemnly urged that that 
topic should be avoided. ^^ In my pray* 
ers to Heaven^'' said ^e, ^^ I never dared 
to fi^upp^cate. for more than that he might 
ever continue what he was when* I firjst 
revered and loved him. Reason and judg-» 
9ient are positive advantages ; fortune and 
title, accidents which the possiessor tnzf- 
convert into evils. I should have been- 
most thankful, if, during our journey to 
the vale of years, he had beeii. always 
able to act a3 my cdunsdUor and guide. 
His coiiyessation was .^ the daily banquet (^ 
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my nourished mind/ I hoped ever to feed 
on the words of wisdom breathed from 
the lips of kindness. I know not what 
important contingencies in my eternal ex- 
istence arc connected with my present 
trial ; but this I know, if I sustain it pa- 
tiently and cheerfully, it must promote 
much present good. I did not conader 
marriage merely as a summer voyage. 
Before I left the quiet harbour of single^ 
ness I thought of winter and its future 
storms. Most happily I did not chpose 
a vessel laden with perishable treasures* 
While reason and judgment illuminated 
his mind, my Evellin was the delight and 
ornSiment of society ; yet still hk holier 
hopes piiirsued a good, less transient than 
the applause of man. If whUe the faith- 
ful servant labours in his vocation a pre- 
mature night falls upon him and suspends 
his toil, will the just Master who ordains 
the privation, be extreme in noting the 
iemis$ness of infirmity ? I once was the 
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liappiest of wives, nor can I now be 
wretched since I still minister comfort t<3 
my beloved/* 

Thus, with a mmd naturally firm, and 
still further supported by prihdple and 
undeviating affection through years of 
trkly Mrs. Evellin persevered in active 
duty and enduring fortitude; The anxiety 
which her suffering husband excited, and 
the attentions he required, slowly under- 
mined a constitution originally delicate, 
but she made no parade either of her sor- 
rows or her cares. She courted no com- 
passion, and her suppressed anguish would 
have been known only to her Creator, had 
she not observed that Evellin, m his 
wildest aberrations of intellect, felt her 
sorrows, and was not only tranquillized 
but restored to a transient recollection by 
the sight of her distress*. She bestowed 
mfinite care on her children, labouring; 
to impart to them a portion of her own' 
cheerful fortitude and active vigilance..' 
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The ^qperintepd^uaiCe of h^ fwm adde4 
^ her employme&ts ; she had np leisuc^ 
for unavailing regret; and ti4 siclqies^ 
was added to sorrow, her busy days were 
^equently rewarded by. nights of peac^fu} 
plumber* The occupied o^nd^ howeve^i; 
%cufe its seasibilky, rsurely sipks into d^ 
spondence. The sooijiijjig coasciousnes; 
«f u^fulness overcome ii;^ ^grets^. an4 
the habit of ex^rtioft creates ccckfidesbqe k^ 

m own powers* . Tbis s^tiip^^ept, tl^ovt^h 
cnminsil wh^ it ^mibilates f eljigiotis dei 
pi^ndence, is h^hly copui^ific^le wh^ 
if:, acts as its ally, saspiripg a g^Q,erou9 
resolution of not adding to the burdeq 
qf our fellQw-pilgrims, who Uke us toil 
l|eayy-l^dai through the w^klemess of 
1^ Qn the Qthar hm^ tjlaose, who,^ 
when visii;e4 by irfemedi^le affliction^ 
give up tbeii* whol^ souk to the iii^lul-t 
^ence of grief, laay 4%ni|y their passhri^ 
dejection i^th the nam^ of fiq^ fisellftg^ 
a^d moi» t^ss s^bSity^ bwttli<^ will 

9 
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at last fmd, that they have submitted to 
the bondage of a tyrant who will deprive 
them of all their remaining cdmforts. 
Does gloomy despondence bespeak a 
higher degree of social virtue? Is me- 
Imcholy an instance of the soul's re* 
liance on Divine goodness ? Do they not' 
rather shew a rebellious disposition to 
Him from whom affliction proceeds^ and 
a, sdfisb disregard of thpse. whose qom-^ 
fprts 9^e a|l bj^^ted by the deprfssing 
i^q«Bce of i^i^ulged d^pw I 
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CHAP. V. 

Seriptnre wa« not irrit to bcgef pride acnd dSsputetiony tn^ 
Ojppoaition to governmenty but moderatioDy hiunUit]r» taxi 
obedience, and peace, and piety, in mankind, of which no good 
ttan ever did oririU Mpent himtelFoA his deotb-bedr 

HOQUIU' 

'TPHE subject of my story embraces a 
-*" long period of evemful years ; I 
must therefore imitate the chronicldrs of 
old, and, leaving the Evellins among thdr 
mountain-fastnesses* ^return to Kibbles- 
dale, and describe the situation of Dr» 
Beaumont^ 

This worthy divine continued to exer- 
cise his pastoral functions in respectable 
tranquillity, adorning his station by a 
happy union of literary accomplishments^ 
with Christian graces. In these duties he 
was assisted by his amiable and beloved 
wife, who^ though endowed with an 
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unusual share of personal beauty, and 
descended from a noble stock, thought 
it no degradation to practise the duties 
which the inspired Apostle requires from 
the wives of Christian pastors, whom he 
rightly considers as called to be associates 
and parmers in the ministry. She was 
indeed ** grave, no slanderer, sober, faith- 
ful in all things, adorned with a meek 
and quiet spirit, abounding in good works, 
and a teacher of good things.'* Pre- 
serving the decorous and just superiority 
of polished manners and an enlightened 
mind, blended with the courtesy, humi- 
lity, and meekness which result from true 
religious feeling, this amiable woman 
lived beloved and died lamented* A 
victim to the pestilence which ravaged 
England about the year 1630, she fell 
in the prime of life ; a proof that length 
of days and exemption from sorrow are 
no sure marks of Divine favour. Her as- 
sidtiity in ministering to the afflicted, ex- 
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posed her to the infection which deprived 
Dr. Beaumont of all his numerous family 
except one daughter; while the house- 
hold .of Sir William Waverly, closely 
barricadoed by every contrivance which 
caution could suggest, enjoyed uninter* 
^upted health. The only share he had 
ill the general distress arose firom his fears 
that $oine of the convalescent might pass 
the barrier he had placed roimd his park, 
or that infection might be comm^micat^ 
through the medium of the bailiflf, who 
was allowed to sell com froni his gran^. 
ries to the starving populace, at an exor- 
fc|i^nt rate. The Baronet gave himself 
great credit for this act of generosity and 
patriotism, often observing that it would 
1^ very hard if it should ^ppse him to 
|he dwger of falling a victim to his phi- 
Ifanthropy, which sentiment was re-echoe4 
bj those whp had the honour of sitting 
at t\i$ table, now more splendidly furw 
oished by these extra profits, to the 
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gr^t ifs^li^ctiopi: of aU hk humble re-^ 
topers. 

Pr« ]P|e^ui$^ont i:esiigne4 hif wife and 
qhildren tp, Him who had beftpwed them, 
^ fPtrusted bl^s$in^, T^h^:h he had dearly 
Yalued, an4 npw as ;te946rly regretted* 
Resolved to pafs th|e r^t of his day^ 
ip wddowhopd, he m^de .Mr§. MelUceat 
f^anateiM^Euai; (^.lus hoAifehold and di« 
BE^tpr of his daughter's feminine accom* 
pji^n^es^t$» She 2|I^o un(|ertook to suppl]|f 
tfe^ pfeije pf IM^rs, jpi^jaijifflpnt in the parish, 
but in; tjh^ f^k o[ mana^g^ tbf humours 
ai^d ka^proying thg inpUQations of thc^ 
fewer oi^ders^ sot];^ething beside zeal and 
activity i$ necesg^^y, ev^ji gradating (a$ 
wa3 the case in this instance) that they 
aje guided/ by right priijciples. There 
was at) unfortunate degree of rigidity a^d 
austerity abQut Mrs. Mel}icent that was. 
loss connected with her heart than her 
wemi^9 unless we a^ribe it to a latent 
g^mk^Qn of hier qmi vrisdQin and ai| 
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inclination to govern by its acknowledged 
superiority rather than by acquired in-^ 
fluence. The villagers alloWied that the 
ladies were equally good ; but Madani 
Beaumont smiled them into a persuasion 
that she was an angel, and they adored 
her because they thought she loved them ; 

• 

while Madam MelKcent chided them for 
their faults, traced thdr misfbrtunes to 
their imprudence, and instead of trying 
to persuade them out of their pre}udices>^ 
informed them that their capacities "zxid 
education best fitted them for the duty of 
obedience. She was a woman of natural 
shrewdness, but not suiSdently conversant 
with the world to know the advantage of 
prudently temporizing, or the usefulness 
of forbearance* She had not allowed 
herself to study the temper of the times ; 
she saw not that the bands c^ subordina^ 
tion were relaxing, and that the popu- 
lace, leaving the practice of duties^ were 
now busy in ascertaining rights. A change 



( "5 ) 

90 importatit and so similar to that to 
which of late years pubKc opinion has 
again leaned, will justify a few remarks 
on its causes, before I describe its effects. 
The coercive system of government, 
which, during the arbitrary reigns of the 
Tudor family, wore the dignified aspect 
of prescriptive authority, was submitted 
to by a people grateful to that popular 
house, whose accession healed the wounds 
of a long protracted civil war j but when 
continued by what England esteemed a 
race of fordgn Kings, it was sdgmatized 
by the name of tyranny. The favours 
and privileges which Henry the Sevoith 
bestowed on the commons, and the stra- 
tagems he employed to reduce the pow^r 
of those batons who had been the makers 
and unmakers of Kings, had, during the 
course of five reigns, created a new order 
of men, whose power and influence in 
the commonwealth were yet imknown to 
the advisers of the crown. The loftg in* 
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ternai peace of a ceatury and a hs^f, 
added * to. the stimulus which ooxnmerce 
had received during the reign of Eliza- 
beth) introduced a vast influx of wealth,. 
The religious disputes^ which were the 
cxoly contests that disturbed this repose, 
engrafted a sour spirit of theological con- 
trov^sy on the warm devotional feelings 
that distinguished the age immediately 
cucceeding the reformation. This temr 
per wa$ fonaented by the clerical dis- 
putants among their respective flocks f 
the pulpit became a stage for spiritual 
attack and defence, and the most illitei^ 
rate congregations were crazed with dis- 
cussioxK of metaphysical divinity, or in- 
flamed with rancorous hatred against the 
opponents of their peculiar preacher, who 
might be truly said to preach his own 
doctrine and defend his own cause, and 
not the doctrine or cause of his master. 
Thus the great mass of the community 
had thdr attention diverted from that 
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impoitailt part of the Christialti covenant 
^)dlich <:oasists in practice, and were taught 
to rest their hopes of salvation on specu- 
lative points, to the disbelief of which 
i^ere annexed those dreadfdt anathemas 
that entirely destroyed the spirit of Clhiis^ 
dan charity, and made the professoirs of 
the same religion enemies from' prindpte^ 
instead of brothers in love, united ** h^> 
one faith, one hope, one biptism/' 

This religious intoaication wa^ in- 
ctesised by those confused, unde^ed d^ 
cushions about civil privileges, which, 
considering the altered circumstances of 
the community, it would have be^n wise 
for the Crown not to haveprovoked . There 
would, on the contrary, have been tnorfe 
policy in permitting some claims, not au- 
thorized by precedent, to haVe stolen in 
by connivance, and a few obnoadous insti- 
tuti(Ai$ to have silently died away^ The 
parsimonious frugality of Elizabeth was 
a powerful support to her prerogative. 
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iK^hile the prodigal grants of King James 
to his favourites paved the way to his 
son's Tuin. The disputes between King 
Charles and his three first parliaments in- 
duced him to have recourse to measures 
for raising supplies which were uncon- 
stitutional, and though the sums thus 
procured did not amount to a moiety of 
what would have been granted in the 
shape of taxes, the people murmured at 
forced loans, ship-money, and other un- 
happy expedients, when they would 
cheerfylly have paid much larger sums if 
granted as fubsidies. The house of Com- 
mons during the reign of Henry the 
Eighth were frowned and menaced into 
the most abject objection; and Eliza- 
beth, with no less authority, but superior 
address, awed them into non-resistance ; 
but ever since the accession of the house 
of Stewart they felt their importance, as 
bearers of the public purse. Their de- 
crees as well as their debates breathed a 
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spirit at once alarming and displeasing to 
Princes. educated in the opinion of their 
own Divine right, and succeeding a Queen 
who, though wisely intent on the public 
good, was as despotic a Sovereign as ever 
filled the English throne. A want of 
attention to the change which had ren- 
dered his situation different from that of 
his. predecessors, and a toosanguine con- 
fidence in the affections of his people, 
which his virtues and abilities richly de- , 
served, hurled the unhappy Charles from 
his throne.. He wanted those pre-moni- 
tory lessons which his own subsequent 
misfortunes afforded. The eventful scenes 
which Europe has exhibited these, last 
twenty years have awefuUy multipUed 
such warnings: May they act on the 
minds of Englishmen, and on those of 
their rulei^s^ till the last great day of ge- 
neral audit y^hich shall terminate the 
, exigence of this island with that of the 
earth i 
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The same good intentions tiiid mistaken 
methods that ^Hngiiished the adm^iis^ 
tration of the Sovereign, marked Mr& 
]\iellicent's superintendance of Rib&k^ 
dale. She was a politician of the sdiod 
of Elizabedi, very \trtlling to do good to 
her inferiors, btit positively telquiring that 
they should obey her. Ptesdiption and 
authority, docility and tespect, old prin- 
tiples and old manners, were her h"- 
vourite topics; and. in preaching submis- 
sion to all superiors from the King to the 
village constable, precedence and de- 
corum were her constant texts. Her no* 
tions were perhaps urged too far, but 
this was an age of extremes ; the mihds 
of the people were kept in a continual fer- 
ment, evejy object was distorted, and the 
calamities which ensued, in many in- 
stances, proceeded more from ill-directed 
zeal than positive malicb ; from fuiati- 
cism rather than hypocrisy. At least a 
bewildered imagination seems at fir^td 
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have actuated the majority of the most 
eminent commonwealth's men to support 
what they deemed a righteous cause,^ 
though in their subsequent actions party- 
spirit urged them to do what they knew 
to be sinful, and to attempt to gloss it 
with those felse colourings which make 
us now justly combine the names of hypo- 
crite and fanatic^ and hold them up as a 
reproach to the age in which they passecl 
for saint and patriot. ' 

The new lights, as they were termed, 
had begun to set England in a blaze^ 
and two of their burning torches were 
erected in Ribblesdale in the persons of 
Morgan and Davies, the latter the village- 
schoolmaster, the former a low-minded 
money-scrivener, who had amassed a large 
fortxme in *' the godly dty of Glouces* 
ter" ; and retired to spend it in his nadve 
town, ^here he purchased an estate, 
acted as justice of the peace, and styled 
himself gentleman. Both were illuminateii 

VOL. I* & 



( 122 ) 

apostles of the new doctrines, but each 
had a peculiar department in the work of 
reformation ; one wishing to batter down 
the spiritual abominations of the church, 
while the other confined his zeal to 
destroying the bands of tyrannical rulers, 
and ** calling Israel to their tents/' 
Davies laboured under the pressure of 
poverty* He had displeased Dr. Beau- 
mont by his seditious and impertinent 
behaviour, and the inhabitants withdrew 
their children from his school \ but as his 
means of living decreased, his opinion of 
his own deserts enlarged ; he mistook the 
cravings of want for spiritual illumination, 
and so perplexed his mind by reading 
the scurrilous libels of the day, as to be 
firmly persuaded that the King was the 
Devil's bairn, and Archbishop Laud the 
personal antichrist. A description of 
church ceremonies thrilled him with 
horror, and in every prosecution of a 
contumacious minister his ardent fancy 
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saw a revivjal of the flames of Smithfield^ 
while his confused notions of right and 
justice convinced him, that if the arm of 
the spirit feiied, that of the flesh must 
be escerted, to throw down these strong 
holds. He had long believed htmsdC 
equal to Dn Beaumont in learning, aad 
fancied that the unction of gifts and 
graces, with which he was favoured, gave 
him a decided preference over maa'a 
ordination. He continued to attend the 
church, but not in the capacity of an 
humble learner. By coming late, he 
avoided the zeal-quenching liturgy, whichf 
as it avowedly retained ancient prayers, 
he considered as Babylonish and idola-^ 
trous^and he exercised his Christian liberty 
of choosing his religion by listaiing to the 
sermon, with a design of cavilling at the 
preacher, whom he soon found to be a mere 
legal teacher, descanting on the doctrine 
of works exploded by the new covenant. ■ 
Morgan had less zeal than Davies, 

G a 
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and more foresight. Though equally 
anxious to pull down and destroy, he 
was not so certain that the fragments 
would re-edify themselves into a ha- 
bitable fabric ; and as he liked the com- 
forts he enjoyed in the present state of 
things, he was not inclined to lay the 
foundation of a republic, till he was 
certain of getting a good apartment in it 
himself. He saw that the aspect of the 
times forboded extraordinary changes; 
but as he could not divine which of the 
numerous sects that opposed the church 
would acquire the ascendancy, he left his 
religion to future contingences. He found 
Davies an able assistant, and therefore 
determined to keep him hungry and dis- 
contented, in order to make him the more 
active in recommending the sovereign 
panacea, that was to cure all the national 
disorders. This recipe was no other 
than the covenant promulgated in Scot- 
land, and which was called ^' a goldai 
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girdle to tie themselves to Heayen, a 
joining and glueing themselves to the 
Lord^a binding themselves s^prentice 
CO God*/' These terms were applied to an 
agreement which made those that entered 
into it, if in a public station, break thdr 
oath of allegiance, (for the covenanters 
were bound to overturn the ecclesiastical 
branch of the constitution,) and which 
though it aflfected loyalty by professing 
Reference for the person of the King) 
yet maintained the independence and 
paramount power of the parliament, ^d 
denounced the King's friends as ma- 
lijgnant incendiaries and evil instruments, 
who prevented his reconciliation with his 
people. The pretext of separating the 
royal person from the free exercise of 
his functions, was too gross to deceive 
the most short-sighted. Equally palpable 
was the falsehood of pretending to pro- 

* Several passages in this aad the next chapters are 
oxtrstcted from fanatical sermons on public occasions. 
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mote peace and unity by an instrument, 
which, in the form of a religious sacra- 
ment, forbade concession, and solemnly 
denounced eternal enmity to all who 
held different opinions. Such mockery 
could be equalled only by that of the 
popish inquisitors, who intreat the se<r 
cular power to be mercifol, even in 
the warrant by which they virtually 
consign their victims to the flames. 

These were the pestiferous principles 
of the intermeddlers, who disturbed the 
tranquillity of Ribblesdale, and alienated 
die minds of the people from their good 
pastor. The doctrine of Davies was 
most popular, for Morgan cut only the 
fifth commandment and its dependant 
duties out of the decalogue, while Davies, 
by always insisting on the freedom of 
grace, led his hearers, who were un- 
skilled in theological subtilties, to think 
he meant to limit duty to the simple act 
of belief. From the period of their 
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opposition to Dr. Beaumont, a marked 
change was visible in the manners of the 
villagers ; their time was devoted to 
contentious disputation, which is in truth 
the most dangerous wrt of idleness, and 
as they became in their own ideas more 
enlightened, they became more mise- 
rable ; a sullen morose gloom usurped 
the frank hilarity of satisfied ' rusticity^ 
which f(!tfmerly animated their coun« 
tenances. Athletic exercises aiid cheer- 
ful sports were renouiiced as siniul, and 
the green became the resort of conceited 
politicians, who, with misapplications of 
Scripture in their mouths and newspapers 
and libels in their hands, boasted their 
renunciation of the sensual vices, yet 
cherished as graces the baneful passionis 
of pride, malice, and stubbornness, which 
the Scriptures assure us are most odious 
in the sight of God. 

Dr. Beaumont was not an inactive spec- 
tator, while he beheld his parishioners 
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thus excbangmg the infirmities of the 
flesh for spiritual contumacy ; but the 
evil had spread beyond the reach of 
lenient remedies. It is possible to in- 
struct the ignorant, and reform a con^ 
scious culprit, but who shall teach those 
who are wise in their own eyes, or 
convince an oflfender, who, while he 
condemns righteousness as filthy rag^, 
boasts of his freedom from the power 
of sin. The church was deserted, or 
frequented only by the Doctor's most in- 
veterate opponents, who came not to xe^ 
forni their lives, but to impugn the 
doctrine of one, whom they had previously 
denounced, as not preaching the gospel, 
and what with omissions^ transpositions, 
inuendoes, and insertions, they took care 
so to disguise his discourses in their re- 
ports, as to make him appear to main- 
tain what he had uniformly controverted* 
As his ministerial credentials were 
thus discredited, even while he stood by 
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the inercy*seat, as priest of the Most 
High, so when he performed the social 
part of his pastoral functions, his visits 
to his flock exp6sed him to derision 
and insult. The smile of respectful 
affection, and the salute of humility and 
gratitude, no longer greeted His Rever- 
ence ; hb charity was received as a right, 
and the legal maintenance which the 
law allowed him was grudgingly paid, 
or vexatiously withheld from him, bang 
deemed a pledge of servitude to a preach- 
er whom the people had not chosen, 
and who fed them with garbage in- 
stead of wholesome food« Even his own 
tithe-holder, farmer Humphreys, was 
led away by the delusion. He was a 
man of rough manners and gloomy 
unsocial disposition, but he had hitherta 
never ventured to rebel, farther than 
occasionally to absent himself from 
church, . on the . Sunday after every 
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admonition which Dr. BeaumcHit front 
time to time privately gave him to ab- 
stain from too free indulgence at market. 
He would have thought it sacrilegious as - 
well as impudent to question the lawful 
endowment of the church, and he re* 
proved his wife for being piqued at 
Mrs* Mellicent's blaming her passion 
for high-crowned hats, ruffs, and far- 
thingales, which the sage spinster thought 
indecorous for yeomen's wives, though 
very suitable to Lady Waverly, He 
silenced the good dame's remarks on 
Mrs. Mellicent's interfering disposition, 
by reminding her of the value of that 
lady's green ointment, adding that though 
she was apt to be domineering and out- 
rageous, she was ever a true friend, and 
more useful in sickness than the great 
Doctor at Lancaster. But Humphreys's 
opinions were totally changed, since he 
had the honour of joining the club at 
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Squire Morgan's, and heard the evening 

lectures which Davies gave in the school* 

room. He. now found that man .was 

bom equal and free, that he had a 

right to choose by whom and how he! 

would be governed or taught, that ddies 

were a Jewish ordinance, and therefore 

carnal ; and that as he was nearly as 

rich as his pastor, it was lording it over 

the Lord's heritage for Dr. Beaumont to 

be called Your Reverence, while himself 

was only Goodman Humphreys. As to 

the Doctor's superior share of virtue and 

wisdom, he had reason to doubt whether 

he really possessed them, because he 

never heard him say he did, but he knew 

Squire Morgan was wiser, and Master 

Davies more godly than other people, for 

they told him so every day. And they 

made such fine speeches, and uttered 

such long prayers, that he knew they 

wished him well. Some things indeed, 

that they said about free grace, and 
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agrarian laws he did not quite under- 
^ stand, but he believed these dark sayings 
meant, that when he came to be one of 
the elect, he should get to Heaven with- 
out any trouble ; and that if church and 
King were overthrown, he should occupy 
the glebe without paying any rent. Be 
this as it would, the right of choosing 
his own pastor, which Davies peremp- 
torily insisted on as the foundation-stone 
of the reformation, secured him from the* 
mortification of continually hearing Dr. 
Beaumont insist'on duties he had no in- 
clination to practice, and condemn faults 
he did not like to renounce. It is no 
w(»ider, therefore, that Humphreys 
wrought himself into a most patriotic 
resolution, no longer to submit to ty- 
ranny and priestcraft, and to vqw that 
the next time the Doctor admonished 
him, he would retort with '* Ye 
take too much upon you, ye sons of 
Levi/' 
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. People who resolve to speak their 
minds, seldom wait long for spi oppor- 
tunity. Farmer Humphreys*s zeal for 
the holy covenant, which he was assured 
confirmed these privileges, not only in- 
duced him to take it himself, but to in- 
sist on his carter, Jobson's, subscribing to 
it also. Not that he intended the blessed 
panacea should work a similar change in 
the situation of Jobson, who, he disco- 
vered, was predestined to hard work and 
hard fare ; but, as the good cause might 
want an arm of flesh in its* defence, the 
muscular strength of the ploughman, like 
that of the ox, would help to drag the 
new ark into the sanctuary. For this 
purpose, he carefully concealed from 
Jobson the latent privileges and immu- 
nities that were vested in these caba- 
listical words, nor did he think it any 
infringement of his principles to inforce 
by his own behaviour the abominable 
doctrine of passive obedience, and to in- 
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sist that Jobson should dther become a 
covenanter, or quit his service, and forfeit 
his wages. Jobson had once heard the 
rigmarole^ as he called it, read over, and 
by a strange perverseness of understand- 
ing, fancied these indentures of faith and 
unity, to be no other than binding him- 
self to the Devil, to pull down the church 
and curse the King, and he preferred 
persecution and poverty to such servitude. 
As he resisted alt Davies's attempts to 
enlighten him, and met his master's 
threats with a stedfastness which these 
friends to liberty called contumacy, the 
alternative was dismissal from his present 
service, without any remuneration for his 
past. 

He applied to Justice Morgan for re- 
dress, who, anxious to disprove the sus- 
picions that were circulated of his disposi- 
tion to favour disorganizing principles, en- 
joined Jobson to obey his master, and 
reproved him for thinking that his 
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soul could be endangered by fblloW'» 
ing the example of so many great men, 
who had taken the covenant. It im 
opportunely happened, that at this mo- 
ment Jobson recollected a sermon of Dr. 
Beaumont's, against the sin of following 
a multitude to do evil, in which every 
man^s responsibility for his own oflFences, 
and the attention of Omniscience to indi- 
vidual transgressions, were illustrated by- 
, proofs drawn from the minute watchful- 
ness of Providence, which superintends the 
heedless flight of the sparrow, and adorns 
the lilies of the field with more than 
regal magnificence. In reply to Morgan's 
enumeration of the Dukes, Marquisses^ 
Lords and Squires, Godly Ministers and 
staunch Common-wealth men, who had 
taken the covenant, Jobson shook his 
head, and said, none of them would 
answer for his soul. ^' I heard,'* said 
he, <^ last Sunday in church, that all the 
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Princes of a great nation worshipped a 
golden image, and three men would not, 
so every body went against these men, 
and threw them into a burning furnace* 
But the men were right after all in the 
end of the story ; and so, please You? 
Worship, Fll not sign the DeviPs bond 
for any body.'* 

Davies, who was present at the ex- 
amination, now remarked that Jobson 
had not only forfeited his wages as an 
hireling, by his disobedience to a be- 
lieving master, but deserved to be com- 
Biitted for slandering the holy covenant ; 
and Morgan, though he knew this had 
not yet been made an offence by statute, 
yet relying on the temper of the parish, 
the ignorance of the culprit, and the 
protection he would be sure to meet 
from a faction, whose violence had driven 
the King from his capital, and usurped 
the government, made out a Mittimiis^ 
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Some remaining sense of justice, and a 
,dislike of oppression when exerciseji 
.against one of their own .rank, induccfd 
the peasants to shew their disapprobation. 
:A crowd collected around Morgan's 
door, determined to exercise their rights 
and to rescue the , prisoner. The tears 
and cries of. his wife and children had 
just roused them ,to the assumption of 
that summary mode of vengeance, so 
.gratifying to an Englisfi mob, when the 
.s^peurance of Dr. Beaumont suspended 
their fiiry. The long-formed associations 
of habitual reverence were^ not so iji* 
tirely abrogated as to allow th^m to 
continue their riotous conduct under the 
influence of that mild eye, which had 
often silently reproved their faults, or 
that benevolent countenance, which had 
pitied their wants^ and confirmed their 
virtues; they stood in suspence, invo* 
luntarily waiting for his opinion* 
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Dr. Beaumont severely condemned 
their misconduct in taking justice into 
their own hands, and assured them he 
would use all proper means for the 
liberation of Jobson. A confused mur- 
mur arose, as he entered the house. 
Some wondered if he knew that Morgan 
was his enemy, supposing that, if he did, 
he never would have objected to dieir 
breaking his windows j others ^d that 
idle Doctor and Davies would ^ now 
have it out. Davies had often said the 
Doctor was a Babylonish traffidcer m 
works, an Alexander the copper-smith i 
and they wondered what names the other 
would invent. All were amazed how he 
dared venture among them, as they wanted 
something on which to accuse him to the 
new government. 

Personal safety^ iand a regard to his 
own peculiar contests, were the last 
things that suggested themselves to the 
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mind of Ddctor Beaumont. Forgetful of 
the injuries and insults he had received, 
he addressed his opponents with graceful 
nianner$y and in conciliatory language. 
He requested to know what was Jobson's 
offence, expressing a hope that it was of 
such a nature as to admit of his urging 
the extenuating plea of his former good 
conduct* 

Many voices spoke at once* Hum- 
phreys exclaimed, that he had disobeyed 
his orders, and was an eye-servant. 
Davies said, that he had dared to speak 
slanderously of the holy covenant. Dr. 
Beaumont declared himself an enemy to 
slander and . disobedience, but in order 
to afford a pretext for the commitment 
of Jobson, Humphreys must shew his 
commands were strictly lawful, and Davies 
that the covenant was holy. 

Both answered at the same time. The 
powerful lungs of Humphreys enabled 
him to thunder out, that the time was now 
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pa3t when he cared for the Doctor, that 
he knew he was as good as he, would 
do as he liked, and ere long meant K) 
jshew him he had the best right to the 
gkbe, where he would no fonger moU 
^Okd toil for a caterpillar, that fattened on 
his labours* The shrill pipe of Davies 
issuing from his meagre form in a still 
higher key, insisted that the covenant 
was our only defence against malignant 
men, and evil counsellors^ Arminians 
and Jesuits, and that if this godly bond 
jvae* trampled on, the nation would 
be overrun with {x>pery and formality. 

When his antagonists, in striving to 
drown each: other's voices, had mutuafly 
exhausted theiff powess of utterance, 
Dr. Beaumont answered^ that doce 
temporal endowment was no essential 
mark of a true church, but rather an 
adjunct springing out of a right feel- 
ing in the public for their spiritual 
advisers, the depriving him of his 
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emoluments by the strong arm of power, 
would not degrade him from the ofiice 
to whi^h he had been divinely appointed. 
*' It will, therefore," said he, ** friend 
Humphreys, be always my duty to 
advise and assist you, and if you vio- 
lently deprive me of what the most 
ancient of our laws has made mine, the 
necessity of my interference to convince 
yoii of your fault will become more 
evident. As for the wonderful efficacy 
which our neighbour Davies attributes to 
what I consider as a mere party-engage- 
ment, I must observe that popery re* 
cdved a blow from the labours of our 
first reformers, which would ere now 
have proved mortal, had not the divisions 
and subdivisions, the schisms and sects, 
that have originated in the importunate 
spirit of puritanical objectors, afforded 
leisure and security for the Hydra to 
heal her deadly wounds. In the early part 
of the reign of our late Queen of glorious 
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memory, the Papists generally attended 
their several parish-churches, listened to 
our Liturgy and services vnth devotion, 
and seemed in a feir way to be won over 
by the moderation and decency of our 
worship. But the intemperance of those 
who, for the merest trifles^ quarrelled 
with the establishment, who rejected 
even apostolical usages, because they had 
been practised by the catholics, who, 
instead of allowing Rome to be a church 
in error, denied that its followers could 
be saved, and thus raised the dark cloud of 
schism against the sun of the reformation ; 
their rashness, uncharitableness, and fastidi- 
ous scruples, in purifying what they owned 
to be non-essentials, have, I say, imped 
the dragon's, wings, and placed the scarlet 
abomination, as ye call it, in a tower of 
strength, which the artillery of your 
covenant, lighted as it is by the flame of 
treason and civil commotion, can nev& 
overthrow. ~ The champions of these 
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sects in the reign of Elizabeth, counte- 
nanced by that most flagitious courtier 
and tyrannical governor, the Earl of 
Leicester, accused Hooker^ the great 
bulwark of the Protestant cause, of lean* 
ing towards popery, because he refused 
to consign the souls of our ancestors to 
perdition; and a most uncharitable outcry 
was raised against a Bishop for the same 
bias, because he trusted that the grand- 
mother of our good King would expe- 
rience the mercies of our Saviour, on 
whose merits, in her last moments, she 
declared she relied.— Thus did these ill- 
advised persons, by a breach of that 
charity and unity, which Scripture every 
where enjoins, prevent the Protestant 
church from exhibiting the surest marks 
of Christian verity. Instead of alluring 
people to Qome out of the mystical 
Babylon, these most lamoitable divisicHis 
and controversies about trifles have 
driven thousands into the perilous laby- 



( 144 ) 

Tkitbs of a persuasion, \¥brch admits no 
diflfercance of opinion, or into the yet 
more dreary dungeons of Atheism, jvhose- 
most formidable objection to our faith, 
is the ill Wood which it foments. Never 
have these enemies to God and man 
made such progress, as since the time 
when spiritual pride, turbulence and am- 
bition, united under the name of perfect 
reformation, to pluck down an edifice 
constructed in moderation, defended 
by the doctrines, beautified by the la- 
bours, and cemented by the blood of its 
founders.'* 

The fiery zeal of Davies would noi 
permit Dr. Beaumont to finish his 
harangue. '* And ye planted in your 
edifice," said he, ** a pcMSonous scioft, 
an abominable branch of the tree of 
evil; but our friend Humphreys speaks 
not unadvisedly, or at peradventure. 
Your Anti-christian bishops are all sent * 
to prison ; they- are caged vultures^ jack- 
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daw8 stripped of their Babylomsh trap- 
pings, their robes and square caps, thdr 
lawn formalities, their hoods and scarfs, 
and mitres, and crosiers, and thrones, by 
wfakh these Diotrepheses lorded it over 
the feithfiil, and made the l^id stink 
with idolatries which Scripture forbids. 
But the blood of that PofMsh inquistior. 
Laud, will soon flow on the scaffold, and 
. be ^ cleansitig stream over- a foul gar- 
m^t ; and with him episcopacy shall be 
coffined up and bnried without expectation 
of a resurrection/* 

** It is strange,'* observed Dr. Beau- 
mont, ** that the Papacy (hould rejoice 
at his degradation, and consider his pre- 
sent sufferings as a judgment upon him 
iot composing . a treatise which exposed 
their fopperies with a strength of reasoning 
to which their most able divines know 
not how to reply/' 

Morgan here interposed, and, with a 
smile of condescension, advised Dn Beau- 

VOL. I. H 



( 146 ) 

mont to reflect on his own situation, and 
consider his temporal advantages and per- 
sonal security. He spoke in praise of 
bis learning, benevolence, and inoffensive 
conduct, and desired him, by^ a timely 
conformity to the prevailing doctrines, to 
avoid being implicated in the ruin of a 
falling church. 

" A true branch of the Catholic 
church," replied the Doctor, " may be 
shaken, but cannof fall, because it hasc 
the promise of resisting the attacks of the 
powers of darkness to the end of the 
world. But you mistake me. Sir, if you 
suppose that policy was the schoolmaster 

s 

who taught me my creed, or that I will 
desert that Church in adversity who fed 
me with her bread, and graced me with 
her ministerial appointments. The pastoral 
office she intrusted to me may be wrested 
from my grasp by force ; my body may 
be imprisoned, my goods confiscated ; 
you may drag me to the flames, like Rid^ 
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ley, or to the scaffold, like Laud, but you 
cannot change truth into falsehood, or 
make that right, which, though suctess- 
ful, is intrinsically wrong. Whether the 
doctrines of the Church of England be 
branded as those of a declining sect, or 
set by the throne as a light to guide our 
hereditary Princes, they must be tried 
by other criterions than popularity, i 
mean, by reason. Scripture, and apos^ 
tolical usage* I trust she will ever have 
sons equal to the task of defending her, 
men uncorrupted by sensuality when she 
basks in sunshine, undaunted by danger 
when tempests threaten her destruction. 
And with all your boasts of making this 
land a Zoar and a Zion, I will tell you 
that you will never make it the Jerusalem 
which is at unity with itself and there- 
fore meet for the residence of the .Holy 
One, until it shall please ^ God to bless 
the common people with sense to see 
|hat there is such a sin as schism, and 
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that ti<^ are not judges what schism is/ 
iPeace is &ot pfotndted by yielding to 
dxpdo\i& ol^eciadnsy but by subduing th^. 
^Mrit, which is more prone to dilute thsui 
to Ob^. Those who dissent from us 
«Ly they only crave liberty, but when 
the church is oveitfarown they will find 
that it is Ae spirit of domination which 
they mistook for zeal in the cause of 
freedom. This will make every sect 
strive for pre-eminence, and the hatred 
they now shew us will, if we are ^bdued, 
b6 diverted from a superior whom they 
cease to fear, to equals whom they wish 
to dejnress ; the anarchy and discord they 
will then experience will lead the moderate 
and well-informed to remember with re- 
gret the mild government of the deposed 
church/* 

•• How, Sir ?** ssdd Morgan ; " do you 
di^^d a church that has eyer be^i a 
deteimined enemy to 13)erty, an ally to 
tyianite} a church that has vindicated 
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fi^rofd kws and ship^mcmy^ voA aiascne^ 
i]No0€ fofii^ 4k)€fmm9 passive obcclimce 
in ^ &ubjf9<ty 9nd ioialKbtUty in ths so- 
vemgB^ dividing iiKmkiid mta despots 
and 9iiv€d ? AU am^ ire bom 6«e aa4 

x^vtm^ my ^omc^mce, or cwfiiMs »tx 
persQi» ^th^tit my ttav^ or^ ^Awb i«> lh<^ 
^metbi9g# ^imt tfeoie laim la wbi€k 
1 or my reyvoseatatite hAte ccfKxnted^ » 
my wwvy imd t PpMd^ wlmn I tfm^ 
WM m h^l did Si^ersM B^t you £p» 
cop^&iadc 8ay5 ^ Qh^ Ao, tile peraoM of 
£og$ are 9ac9ed, Ad tbdy <^aQ db lio 
wrong;' so it foUcrais . diat suJaJBCttt arc 
riatea whom they may cniab^ aod ftampb^ 
and grind as they please^*' 

^ Fart ^ these doctrines/' repfiedlHe 
Doctor, ^^ are not held mcorely by liie 
Church, but form a branch of that ancient 
constitution of the kingdom which no 
s^bae^uem acts of the whole legishsi»e 
can change, without, at the same timie, 
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endangering the safety and ptoperty of 
every individual. Much less can they be 
legally infringed by a packed junto of 
men, calling themselves the House of 
Commons, but in which, according to 
your own system, not a tenth of the na- 
tion is ncmunally represented. As to the 
inference you draw from what I call the 
fundamental principles of our govern- 
ment, prove that the Anglican church 
holds them, and I will allow her to be 
an.ally of despotism ; but you shall bring 
your proofs from her canons, articles, and 
liturgy, not frcxi^i the servants of court- 
chaplains, or the flatteries of those who 
forget the priest in the sycophant. Wolves 
and worldlings creep into every church. 
The apostolic age had its Demas, and ours 
has its Williams. Remember it has its 
Andrews too. But since your principles 
of freedom will be best exemplified by 
your practice, I trust you will recollect 
the case of Jobson. He has neither by 
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himself, nor by his representatives, con*" 
sented to the Covenant ; and his equal 
and free rights allow him to reject it. No 
ordinance has yet made it law ; and the 
liberty of conscience you require for 
yourself will not allow you to force it 
upon him as gospel, sedng he cannot 
think it so," 

Davies, whose extravagance had been 
checked by the admonitory frown of 
Morgan, took advantage of the dilemma 
to which Dr« Beaumont's application of 
his own principles had reduced him, and 
tenewed his deafening declamations, to 
which (as neither argument nor fact were 
regarded, and the length of the harangue 
depended on his bodily strength,) the at« 
tention of his hearers might be dispensed 
with. Humphreys endeavoured to im- 
press his neighbours with an idea of the 
advantages that would result from sup- 
porting the Covenant, " It was better 
than the law,*' he said, " because if any 
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one came upon them for taxes they ha4 
only to go to a brother-covenafkter, and be 
he a peer or parliament-man, he was bound 
to support them/' Davies, in the vskesok 
time, turning up the whites of his eje^ 
raved against so carnalizing ^ spiritual 
bond as to apply it to the proteclioa of 
temporal goods. " This/* he said, ** wa^ 
making die gospel a posti4u>r$e to ride 
their own errandi^ J stopping the eptrafiqe 
of paovenwtiiaEiag'^rQberQyal^ and 
making 9 covepant. with Hea^ireu a cha** 
dot aad (tknqpr to mount up to the bm^ 
of casnal and clay proji^fcts* By the 
Covenant/' added he, ^' I am enabled t^ 
preach the true gospel in ^te of my 
persecutor in a surplice, whp> would starve, 
the lambs with formality, and forbid me 
to fieed them. He that opposeth me hath 
in his dwelling idols of wood and stone, 
and painted symbols of men and women 
whom Antichrist made saints, and Pagan 
books treating of false gods, and moral 
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^Kf9lSse$ ifithout on^ word of savklg; 6kk 
in ihem, mi muvcsi instmrneiits^ aad 
^msh cofitdvances ; and he goe$ infea 
bis ^udy", Wt t9^ vhrestk ^h tht Spirit^ 
but to eoitsuik the evil one ^ wA then fao 
j|0e» into the $teeptothotise» and, kotead 
of the milk of the vfovi^ poursr Jafties^fuII 
of lead^i legality among ye, till- ye aR 
look Uke his own dumb idols, instead of 
faithful souls overflowing with illumi* 
nation/*^ 

This specimen of Davies^s oratory fe 
sufficient* The tumult he exdded allowed 
Morgan to put in practice a safer plan 
than that of committing Jobson to prison,, 
namely, to remove him privately to Hul)„ 
where Sir John Hotham was raising men 
for the service of Parliament^ and he 
thought the threat of sending him to the 
plantations would prevail on him to en. 
list. Affecting, therefore, to be cbnvinced 
that the liberty of a brother-man should 
be respected, he tore the warrant for 
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lobson's commitment, and ordered that 
he. ^ould be set at liberty. Jobson, 
however, could not be found. It was 
suggested that he had probably run away 
during the confusion ; and Dr. Beaumont 
returned home, hoping his interference 
had been of some use. 
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CHAP. VI. 

X 

• 

He could 'not bear the slightest mention of the incot- 
rigible guilt of the nation without dissolving into te^ j efpe- 
pecially when he happened to advert un^o the impudence of 
that hypocrisy which reconciled goodness and villainy, and 
made it possible for men to be saints and devib both to- 
gether ; whereby religion became ruinous to itself, and £uth 
became instructed to 'confrite and baffle duty, 

Bishpp Fell's Life of Dr. Hsnry Hammond. 

MORGAN could not soon forgive 
the insult of being contradicted 
and confuted when seated on the magis- 
terial bench; nor could Davies pardon 
the attack on the holy Covenant, and the 
principles on which it was founded. They 
jointly determined, therefore, to take the 
first opportunity of exciting the villagers' 
to acts of violence, that might either 
provoke Dr. Beaumont to some step on 
which an accusation to Parliament might 
be founded, or drive him away through 
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iear for his personal safety* A pubfief 
rejoicing was ordained on account of the 
fleet's declaring against the Kin^; and 
Morgan's liberality to the populace spread 
a general intoxication through the tdwn^ 
which Davies hoped, at such a good time, 
might be overlooked^ 

Since the death of Mrs. Beanmont the 
boctor had mixed little with the worlds 
seeking^ in his library and clerical fuac*' 
tions, that calm tranquillity and: self<^ 
sustained* dcmteiit which ccmstittite all the 
earthly enjoyment that remains to a heart 
that has once been happy^ The late 
ungrateful, rebellious behavicfur of hi» 
flock tended stiQ more to circumscribe his^ 
pleasures } yet though the painful feeU 
ings of rejected kindness and undeserv^ 
contumely made his viltage<-walks and 
sacerdotal functions <a penance instead of 
a gratification, he considered the proba-^ 
bility of disappointment as no apology; 
for relaxing his endeavours to do goodt 
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The txu^rning and evemng sacrifices were 
offered in the temple y the ignorant were* 
instructed, the bad reproved, and ^ 
decent commended with his wonted zeal 
and meekness, though only his own fa» 
mily and dependants jcmed in his orisons, 
though the foolish and the. guilty laughed 
at his exhortations, and the wetlKUsi- 
posed could derive no stimulus to perse- 
verance from his praise* Satisfied with 
labouring £uthfully in his vocatbn, the. 
good man committed bis cause to God^^ 
and found, in the refreshing recollections 
of 8elf«satisfo6^on, and in th& calm re^ 
pose that followed a harassing day, spent 
in the performance of his max^ifold duties^ 
a reward which might be termed a fore^ 
taste of heaven. 

He had many true enjoyments of which 
the malice of his foes could not deprive 
him; such were, the steady affection of 
his sister, the gradual improvement of his 
daughter, and« the philosophical and li-^ 



( »58 ) 

Iferary regale wMch his library afforded* 
The contests to which he was exposed, 
when he went out, rather grieved than 
irritated him ; and he returned to his 
books and experiments to raise his spirits, 
not to allay the ferment of his passions. 
He cared little for exteriors ; he knew 
his body could subsist without the va- 
nities and luxuries of the world ; and he 
depended on the promise, that the 
righteous should not be utterly forsaken. 
During his seclusion from society, he had 
cultivated and improved the powers of 
that never-dying mind which was dtt- ' 
tined to expatiate for ever amid the 
unveiled glories of creation, and to enjoy, 
after its probationary trials in this labo- 
nous world, a Sabbath of endless rest; 

Mrs. M'ellicent often ' advised Him to 
i^emove from this disaffected neighbour- 
hood, and seek the protection of - th« 
King's quarters ; biit Dr. Beaumont al- 
ways str«iuously insisted,* tbat the pdpiod 
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of his usefulness on his present station 
must not be determined by himself. The 
conversation was renewed on the night 
appointed for rejoicing, when the riotou^ 
exultation of the villagers disturbed the 
tranquillity which used to reign at the 
Rector's fire-side, ** Fear," said he to 
to his sister, *' magnifies danger. At 
present, nothing has happened to prevent 
my continuing where I am now fixed in 
the cure of souls ; and when my Masted 
prescribes my dismissal, he will send 
%ome awakening providence that shall 
indicate his will. Report magnifies every 
thing, especially the foul language of our 
enemies, and often changes dissensions into 
feuds. I know not how long my residing 
here may be useful to others, nor whom 
I may yet be able to reclaim, by shewing 
that I can bear injury and encounter 
opposition without renoimcing my own 
principles, or calumniating my opponents; 
but this I know, I am labouring at my 
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pdSt like a faithful subject, and. had 2^1 
men done the same, our good King would 
not now have been seen snatching his 
meal under a hedge like a common men^ 
dicant, nor would the great seal of Eng-i^ 
land have had to be secretly candied to 
him like the booty of a cut<-pur$e; 

*' The King*s quarters, my dear Me!* 
Ucent, will be filled with those court-fiies 
who fed on the goodly vine till they had 
sucked all its juices^ and, now winter i& 
come, care not for its nakedness, but seek 
some covert where they m^y skulk tilli 
siunmer returns. You and I should 
nuke a notable a^qpearaiice among those 
who call splendorgf Efe ; and subtlety,^ 
knowledge ; we could neither speak their 
language nor enter iirto their views.— 
While w^ pined with desire to see the 
beauty of holiness restored, aftd the King^s^ 
thrope re^^rected in judgment, they would 
be moaning for tbeb masques and revels ; 
for the royal grants and largesses ;» fas: 
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theW {last enjpyiaentB abd pi:e8^t priva- 
tiens.— ^Of, fierhsgpc^ they would be 
scbeaiing how they soffit ^i^p into the 
€€)ivMenqe ^ the FarUaaieiM, while w^ 
w^t the d^solatioii of 1i(m^ When th^ 
Cbi>r<J> repo$e^ in ssdk%y^ gladdened by 
the favours of her spiritual bricfegroom^ 
let her offidaja dien fear 1^ a workily 
spirit should seizf oio^ tbem unawares, aod 
^QO^rt them i»to hkeliai^ more inteof 
ca tbQ wag^ tbm on the service^ Our 
cmmie9 saj su^H ha^e bew the effects of 
^ long prosperity we have enjoyed}. W 
90» a purifying ^ must ga forth am(»)g 
the sons of Levi. The dross will be 
consumed^ but tnist me» MeUic^nt, omr 
venerable mother will rise Uke a phfl^ni^f^ 

• 

not consumed^ but reiiewed and ^oayso- 
crated by the ordeal of adversity^*^ 

Mrs. Mellicent here renuadedrhtm» that 
be had other ties beside that of a Chris- 
tian, pastor, and she pointed to the young 
Constaatia, who, overcome with watching 
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had fallen asleep in the great wicker-chalr- 
" Look at that girl," said she ; *' con- 
sider her warm heart, and melting sensi- 
bility, her unusual beauty, delicate frame 
and tender yearSb Surely, brother, she 
wants a father, as much as the Church of 
England a friend » ^ 

Dr. Beaumont turned his head, recol- 
lected his lost Alicia at that age, and 
ihanked Heaven that she had <* safely 
passed the waves of this troublesome 
world/' " Had Rogers or Taylor, my 
dear sister,** said he, "been drawn to 
the earth by such a magnet, we should 
have lost those shining examples of true 
fortitude, and should have gone on, still 
stumbling in the darkness of papacy. — 
The torch of truth was kindled at the 
penal fires which consumed the martyrs, 
and its light illuminated distant ages and 
nations^ He who bears the sacred cha- 
racter of ambassador of God should 
constantly remember that all other titles 
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yield to its glorious superiority. It was 
the boast of the church of Rome, that 
her clergy acted not as individuals aiming 
at their own benefit, but as a compacted 
body actuated by one impulse and to- 
wards one object, the advantage and su- 
premacy of the church. For this end 
they fed the poor at the convent-gates, 
the monastery was an asylum to the af- 
flicted, and the middle orders were con- 
ciliated by that lenient treatment which 
procured them respect as mild masters 
and most indulgent landlords. At a time 
when tyranny and rapacity reigned in the 
castle, the clergy were a chain binding 
the great to their inferiors. We know 
by what unnatural restraints the Romish 
clergy were made thus superior to pri^ 
vate interest, but let us not give them 
cause to say, that celibacy is necessary to 
prevent the man of God from becoming 
a man of the world. The ties of nature 
which he owns in common with others. 
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must not saperse4e those duties vthkh 
bind him to hi& Gongieg9tiof>, H^'does 
not profess, Uke the priest at mas^ to be 
a mediator between God avid maHy but 
be pleads to the rich up behalf of p<^ 
verty; to the powerful for those who 
require protection* He instruct^ the uor 
digent to be gra^ful }. he ^0psi the anoi 
of ofypreasion j he curbs avarice) by re> 
minding it ei the static where richer afvaji 
not; he comforts affictioa^ by proving 
that temporal distress^ however greats may 
be supported* Our calling re^uirea us 
thus to preachy and shall not our lives 
be a livmg commit on our doctrines? 
Shall our conversation prove that our ua^ 
sanctified hearts are devoted to sensuality 
and aggrandisement, that we hold the 
censers with unhallowed hsoids, and in 
reality love the riches and pleasures 
which in our pulpits we afF(^t to res 
aounce.** 
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** You have wandered from t|ie sub- 
ject, my good brother/* said Mrs* Mel- 
licent; " I was not talking of rkh^ 
and pleasures, but of preserving a father 
for a poor gurl, who, if any evil be- 
fall you, will have ao protector. It is 
a long time since we heard from the 
mountains, and Isabel's last/ letter gave 
no hope that poor Evellin would ev^r be 
able even to take care of himself. She 
says that their dwelling is contfortable, 
their farm equal to their support, and 
that the disturbers of the world have 
not got among them. She writes cheer- 
fully, but her writing is much altered ^ 
I was thinking we might take shelter 
thsw^ whenever those awakening provi- 
dences, which my forebodings tell me 
are at hand, shall compel you to own 
that you are discharged from the care 
of ungrateful Ribblesdale.'*, 

The conversation was interrupted by 
Dame Humphreys, who rushed abruptly 
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into the house, lamenting that things 
should come to this pass, and conjuring 
his reverence not to think any of her 
family were concerned in it. It was 
with difficulty that her agitation per- 
mitted her to state, that a mob bent on 
mischief were coming to the rectory ; 
whether the house or the life of the 
pastor was threatened she could not 
discover, but the purport of her visit 
was to put them on their guard. A 
riotous crowd, inflamed alike with liquor 
and fanaticism, is a formidable object 
to the most determined courage ; but 
escape was now impossible, and remon- 
strance would be utterly unavailing; 
there was only time to put up the slight 
fastenings to the doors and windows,, 
which, as they corresponded to the peace- 
ful and unsuspecting character of the 
owner of the mansion, could not long 
resist the infuriate attack of the besotted 
populace. 1 1 
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But their rage was pointed at another. 
object, the Doctor's libntry, which was. 
placed in a detached building in the 
garden, and fell an undefended sacrifice 
to their rage* The voice of Davies was 
heard, encoura^g the destruction of a 
treasure which he had long envied, and 
the flames soon aflforded him sufficient 
light to point out the objects of his par- 
ticular abhorrence to which his ignorance 
gave false or exaggerated descriptions^ 
A cast of Apollo destroying Python, he 
termed Moses and the brazen serpent, 
and named himself the Hezekiah who 
would break it in pieces and call it Ne- 
hushtan, " See, my Christian brethren,** 
said he, " how truly I spake when I 
called this Numbering watchman, this 
dumb dog, a worshipper of idols of 
wood and stone. This is his oratory y 
but instead of a godly laboratory which 
should turn carnal lead into .spiritual 
gold, what see we but provocatives ta $ia^ 
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fill thonghts. Here are no sadicloth and 
ashes, earners hair and leathern girdles ; 
this projdiet's chamber has its silks and 
sattins^ stufiSsd cushions and curtains, 
screens and wrapping gowns. The walls 
are hung wkh paintings of fair Jezebels, 
whom he caMs Mary and Magdalen, 
thougfa it is well* known, they were 
godly women, who never branded their 
bair or put on gorgeous apparel. See 
you chat bisst ? It represents Diana of the 
Ephesians, the very Diana who endan- 
gered. Paul's life ; and did I not rightly 
call this malignant priest Alexander die 
copper-^nnth ? And here are necvomanc- 
ing %ut«8,'' (taking up the Doctor's 
mafdiematical exercises,) *^ squares and 
triangles, and the sun, moon and stais, 
which Job ssdd be nevi^ wor^ipped. -*^ 
And here is that unrighteous Baby« 
bnish mstrument, an organ, which 
proves he' is either ^a Jew or a Papist, 
as none but the favourers of abottii- 
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nable superstition make dumb devices 
Bpeak, wh^n they might cbaunt holy 
psalms and hymns with their own voices. 
And here are similitudes of Nero and 
Domitian, bloody persecutors, my bre- 
thren; which shews that he loved ty- 
rants, and would have made us fry a 
faggot, had not the light of my preach*, 
ing broke.in upon his darkness, and made 
him like a rat with a bell, a scarecrow 
to the unconverted.. Touch not his 
books, dearly beloved, they will prove 
the DeviPs bird-Ume, teaching you to 
despise my godly miiustry; they will 
teach you nothing but Pagan fables or 
Romish ceremonies. Can Aristotle preach 
the Gospel? Do those church-histories 
tell us about ^ving faith ? I tell you 
nay ; therefore bum them altogether^ 
and break the idols in pieces, and tear 
away the paintings, and demolish the 
Jewish instruments that send forth sounds 
of levity when the player upon them 
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is disposed to pTOvcke his hearers to 
wanton dances and vain mirth. So let 
us purify the place with fire, that the 
slumbering watchman may be awakened 
to a consideration of his offences and 
learn to repent,*' &c. &c. 

An harangue so well adapted to inflame 
the minds of a drunken mob, produced 
a destruction as complete as Davies could 
desire, in whose mind zeal had produced 
a similar intoxication. At this instant 
Mr. Morgan arrived with a band of con- 
stables to protect Dr. Beaumont and his 
property. As. the rescue came too late, 
the magistrate conceived it to be his duty 
to reprove the rioters, and dismiss them 
with an assurance, that if ever they again 
presumed to let their holy joy at the pro- 
sperity of the good cause stimulate them 
to actions which the law did not justify, 
he must resort to severer measures than 
censuring their misconduct. He then 
advised them to go quietly to thdr own 
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houses, and as it was their first offence} 
he would endeavour to soften their beha- 
viour to the commissioners whom Parlia- 
ment had appointed conservators of the 
peace of the county. 

He now inquired after the health of 
the fisunily, sent in his service to the 
Doctor, and expressed his intention of 
coming in to comfort him in his misfor- 
tunes. Every drop of Mrs« Mellicent's 
blood rushed into her face at the effron- 
tery of his proposal, and the familiar terms 
in which it was couched ; but her brother 
begged her to consider that since no good 
could arise from appearing to feel an in- 
sult which they had not power to punish, 
die best way would be to seem to regard 
it in another light; Morgan therefore 
was admitted. 

He began with expressing his concern 
for Dr. Beaumont's pecuniary loss, and 
inquired at what sum he valued his books 
and paintings. The Doctor answered^ 

I 2 
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!be would endeavour to make out an esd*' 
mate, which he would present at the 
quarter-sessIon39 and pray for indemnifi- 
cation. He added, die severest part of 
his loss consisted in manuscripts and other 
valuables, inconceivably precious to him- 
. self, but of which (as money would not 
. replace them) he should say nothing. 
*' My mother's picture and letters," 
said Constantia, lifting her head from 
Mrs. Mellicent*s bosom, where she had 
sunk, from the extreme languor that suc- 
ceeded the violent hysterics into which 
the terrors of this alarming night had 
thrown her. A more lovely oi» interest- 
ing object could scarcely be conceived 
than this charming girl, just ripeiling 
into woman, her mind mature beyond 
her years, and her heart agitated by the 
'finest feelings of filial distress. Morgan 
gazed with involuntary approbation^ while 
she threw her glossy ringlets from her 
lace with o;ie hand^ and held out the 
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other to Welcome one whom she thought 
a pitying friend and protector of her 
father. 

Mrs. Mellicent hastily sns^tched back 
the offered hand, and whispered, " Hush I 
child, you will bring on a return of your 
fits.'* 

Morgan distended his broad . face witb 
a smile, which looked extremely like a 
grin^ and talked of Dr* Beaumont's hap- 
piness in possessing^ what would always 
put him in mind of his wife.^ He then 
enlarged on the crosses, and losses people 
often met with, and on the duties of 
patience and content.. He made a swift 
transition to his own prosperous situation ^ 
declared when he began business he but 
just knew how to read and write, and had 
only a quire of paper and a case of pens y 
jet he was now worth ten thousand 
pounds. He thought the world would 
be a very good one as soon as' a few lord- 
Kngs were pulled down, such, for in«- 
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stance, as the Earl of Derby, who turned 
up his nose at people of fortune, and 
prevented even him irom hunting on his 
manors, though exercise was good for 
his health, and he was very fond of hare 
and partridge. He talked of the influence 
he possessed at the quarter-sessions ; as- 
sured Dr. Beaumont he would use it in 
his favour ; then shaking Constantia by 
the hand, bade her not spoil her pretty 
face with crying, and thus concluded his 
friendly visit. 

*' A vulgar knave,** said Mrs. Melli<» 
cent, pushing-to the door. " Such visi- 
tors are more provoking than loss of pro^ 
perty. If you are of my mind^ brother, 
you will lose every shilling sooner than 
owe retribution to the son of your father's 
^emaker.'* 

Dr. Beaumont answered that since he 
was intrusted with a delegation of die 
King's authority, he should, as long as 
he ostensibly preserved his allegiance. 
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look at the magistrate instead of the man ; 
but as to recdving any favour from him, 
he was perfectly easy on that score, being 
sure he did not mean to shew him any. 
** I owe it to my own character, and to 
my child's interest,*' continued he, " to 
2q)piy for redress, but I look upon this 
as the first of many misfortunes which 
these convulsed times will bring upon me. 
When the head suflFers grievously, the 
members must be indisposed. I should 
blush to be exempt from the misfortunes 
which weigh down my King/' 

A few days restored the Beaumont 
family to tranquillity; devotional exer- 
cises, and the resources of an enlarged 
mind, preserved the Doctor from sinking 
into depression, Constantia, ashamed of 
her want of fortitude, strained every 
nerve to imitate her father, though in her 
efforts to amuse him, the involuntary 
tears which her weakness could not re- 
stndn, excited in his breast more painful 
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feelings than the malice of his ^Lemies: 
had power to occasion* Mrs. MeUicent 
was fully occupied by the villagers, many 
of whom were hurt at the riot, bat as 
they happened to be (according to their 
own report) all belonging to the harm- 
less class of lookers-on, her cordial waters, 
lotions^ and plaisters, were in a constant 
state of requisition; this, added to the 
indispensable duty of scolding them for 
not keeping in their own houses when 
such mischief was afloat, kept her tongue, 
and hands in cominual. action* 

One night, as the Doctor was dismissing- 
his household after family-»prayers, with 
his usual exhortation,, '^ to. £unt not^ 
neithfer be weary in well-doing;*' the 
trampling of horses was heard at the gate^ 
and four strangers craved his hospitality* 
A gentleman muffled in a riding-coat, 
whose voice and figure recalled indis* 
tinct recollections, introduced a tall in-* 
genuous-looking youth, a blooming girl,. 
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and a person habited as a servant. ** We 
are of the King's party/' said the grace*, 
fill stranger; " and need no other re- 
commendation to Dr. Beaumont for a 
joight's lodging. Besides myself, a broken 
gentleman, here are a poor boy and 
girl, benumbed' vrith fatigue, and an old* 
fashioned servant, who will not leave a 
ruined master." At hearing these words^ 
Mrs. Mellicent rushed to the door, to 
assure them that the bedfe were weH-raired- 
Gonstantia* flew to assist in serving up' 
supper ; the Doctor lifted the young 
people from their horses, and all were 
in a few, minutes assembled, in his. par- 
loun> 

^' Allow me, SirV to help off your 
coat," said Mrs. Mellicent ; " and my 
dear young lady, draw nearer the fire^ 
•—Your face reminds me of some 
whom I well' knew. When the King 
kept court at Oidbrd, 1 spent a winter 
there y could I have known your, mo* 
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ther?" — " You knew her well/' said 
the agonized stranger. ^' Dear Euse- 
bius, have you forgot me ?'* ** No, 
Evellin/' replied Dr. Beaumont, folding 
the man of sorrows to his bosom^ 
*' Where is our Isabel ?** — «* In Hear 
ven!'' replied he, ^^ and has left these 
treasures to the keeping of a crazed wan- 
derer, who has no other portion than 
his sword, no relic of his former self 
but his honour/* 

Tears and embraces followed ; even 
f/iis. Mellicent wept as she alternately 
clasped Eustace and Isabel to her heart. 
Her first care was to distinguish who they 
were like; and in their blended resem- 
blance to both parents, she explained the 
confused ideas of recollection which her 
mece had excited at her first appearance. 
She then went out to see that due care 
was taken of Williams ; nor were the 
horses forgottai, . for they belonged to a 
gentleman and a Loyalist, and had coq- 
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veyed to her arms the precious ofl^pring 
of her beatified sister. 

Eustace, Isabel, and Constantia, scarce 
needed the bpnd of kindred to ensure 
affectidtu Thebr ages, habits, manners, 
and principles, so well accorded, ths^ 
their liking was instantaneous. The only 
difference was, that the yoimg Evellins^ 
** bred on the mountain's rough side," 
inured to severer trials, and exercised in 
a daily course of rigid duty, displayed an 
energy and self-dependance which agree- 
ably contrasted the polished sweetness and 
feminine sensibility of Constantia Beau- 
mont. Isabel was an admirable herbalist, 
and expert in supplying all the wants of 
a secluded family; robust with health 
and exercise, yet neither coarse in her p^- 
son, vulgar in her manners, nor sordid in 
her mind. Constantia was mistress of every 
degant accomplishment; she painted,^ 
sung, touched the lute with exquisite 
sweetness ; melted at every tale of woe ; 
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loved all the world except her father^s 
toemies, and was willing, as far as her 
slender frame permitted, to perform the 
lowest offices that would promote the 
welfare of others* Eustace was a year 
ol3er than the girls, and just on the 
verge of fifteen, tall,. and manly in mind 
and person, panting for enterprize, full 
of hope that he was able to correct the 
disorders dI the times, and sure that his 
name would be recorded in the annals of 
his country^ as one who loved bis church 
and his King, and hated die Roundheads 
and Fancies. He soon drew the atten- 
tion of his hearers by wishing he had 
beein at Ribblesdale on the night of the 
riot^ vowing he would have beat the 
whole party^ and tossed Davies into the 
fiameSi. 

' Constantia smiled for a moment, and' 
then shuddered at the idea of the sug* 
gested torture* ^^ I make no doubt he 
would/' said Isabel, ^^ and dien have 
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rushed in himself to pull the villain out 
again/' 

*^ But my dear Eustace," inquired 
ConstantKt, " what are you to be?" 

" A soldier to be sure," replied the 
boy. *^ Have you not heard that the 
King has set up his standard at Notting- 
ham. My father has parted with our 
farm, and raised a levy of troops among 
tfie mountaineers, and he is going to fol- 
low them to the King, with all the money 
he has left, except a Httle which he leaves 
for Isabel.*** . 

" I tell you, brother,** returned the 
sister, " we will dispute that point no 
longer. The King is to have every shil- 
ling ; for I know how to support myself 
by my own labour.** 
. ^^ She shall never do that while we 
have a house — Shall she, aunt Melli- 
cent?" said Constantia. 

" No,** returned the good lady ; " ho- 
nest people are now scarce, so we must 
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take care of each other. But, Eustace, 
does your father approve of your turning 
soldier while you are such a child ?'' 

'^ No, dear aunt, and that is the only 
trouble I ever knew, except the death of 
OUT blessed mother. I don't know, his 
reasons, but he wants to place me in 
safety ; I hate safety, it sounds so wo- 
manish. As we came along I met several 
fellows less than myself, who said they 
were ensigns. I know I could make an 
ensign ; I could wrap the colours round 
my body, and die with the staff in my 
hand." 

Constantia burst into tears, and de- 
clared Eustace talked so shockingly she 
could not bear it. 

" My pretty love,** said he, " I did 
not mean to frighten you. No, I intend, 
instead of being killed myself, to tear 
down the rebel standards, and send 
them to you. What would you do with 
th^m?" 
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Constandne paused a moment. — 
** Would they,** said she, " make a 
tent for my dear fether to sit and read 
in? It goes to my heart %o see him 
out of doors this stormy weather, wan* 
dering about and looking at his burnt 
Ubrary/* 

^' Could I not put it a little in repair 
while I stay ?'* inquired Eustace. ^M am a 
very good mason, and a tolerable carpenter. 
I built a shed last year for the old poney. 
Isabel, you can glaze the windovi's, and 
white-wash. I think, between us, we 
might put it into comfortable order.'^ 

Mrs. Mellicent, a little shocked at her 
niece's avowing her expertness in these 
handicraft employments, apprehended that 
her lamented sister had neglected her 
daughter's education through her solici- 
tous attention to more important duties. 
She began therefore to question her about 
her accomplishments — *- ^^ Can you work 
tent-stitch neat, my love ?" was her first 
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inquiry. " No !*' — " Bless me, had you? 
leather hangings to your best apart- 
ments ?" babel was ignorant what hang- 
ings meant. Mts. • Mellicent proceeded 
to examine her skill in confectionery, and 
found with' astonishment it was a science 
of which she did not know the name; • 
** Can you paint chimney-boardsj, or cut 
paper, or work samplers ?** " Dear 
aunt," said Isabel; '^ I am a brown bird 
of the mountains, as my mother called 
me. She taught me to sing, because she 
said it made work go on more merrily, but 
the longest day was short enough: for. what 
I had to dp ; I was laundress^ and semp- 
stress, and cook, and^ gardener ; and if 
Cicely went to look for the sheep, Lhad to 
milk and bake, and at night I mended 
my father's fishing-nets, while I was* 
learning Latin with Eustace. Yet^ T 
got through all very well, till my. raothefi 
fell sick, and then I nursed and dressed: 
her, as she lay helpless on the pallet*. 
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But if I live with you, I will learn all 
your employments, for I am never happy 
when I am idle, and my only wish is ta 
be useful/* 

^^ There is sterling worth in this 
rustic hoyden,*' thought Mrs. Mellicent, 
who, in contriving some occupation, for so 
ftctive a mind, recollected that Mrs. 
Beaumont's dressing-plate had not been 
cleaned lately, and undertook to make 
Isabel expert in furbishing the delicate 
filigree. She called on Constantia to 
give up the key, it being considered' as 
her property, who blushed^ hesitated^ 
begged not to be questioned on the 
subject^ and at last owned it was. 
gone." 

" Gone! to whom ?*' "Dear aunt,'*" 
returned Con$tantia„ stealing a look at the 
approving eye of Eustace, " I sent it to 
the King at York, as the only contribu* 
ti©n in my power. You must not be- 
angry. My father and * you set ther 
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example, by parting with all the money 
and valuables you could collect, and I 
thought it a bad excuse that, because I 
was under age, I might not send my 
mite to assist him, so I packed it up 
with my mother's jewels, and I am happy 
to say they got safe to His Majesty.** 

Mrs. Mellicont tried to frown. ^^ Foolish 
girl,*' said she, '" you should have kept 
the essence-box at least, as an heir- 
loom: It was a present from Henry the 
Seventh's Queen to your great grand- 
mother's aunt*, who was her maid of 
honour. There was the union of the 
two roses wrought upon it ; the King, 
standing with a red rose in his hand, 
and the Queen with a white ; and a 
Bishop between them, and a large dove 
at the top, with an olive-branch in his 
mouth, so beautiful that it fell in festoons 
all down the side. Well, I am thankful 
that I took off the pattern in chain-stitch. 
It will shew what good blood you spring 
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from when people come to be again 
valued for their families/' Mrs. Mellicent 
retired to her chamber, secretly pleased 
with the dispositions of her yoxmg charge, 
and inclined to believe that a parcel of 
beggarly republicans could not long 
domineer over wch generous and as- 
piring minds. 
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CHAP, vir, 

t 
O War, thou wnof Hell; 
TRrow, in the frozen bosoms of our part,. 
Hoc cods of. rengeancc> ifet no loTdier fly ; ** 
He that is truly dedicate to war 

Hath DO Klf-love. 

Shakspeare. 

nr^HE impatience of Evellin to joia 
-^ his royal master frustrated the hos- 
pitable wish of Dr. Beaumont to dietain 
his brother-in-law at Ribblesdale. A 
few weeks were all he wouM grant, and 
even this rime was not unemployed^ for 
Williams was sent forward to present 
the levy and supply of money to the 
King, to inquire where he wx)uld com- 
mand his services, and ta procure arm^ 
and accoutrements.. 

During this interval, the Doctor found,; 
with unspeakable pleasure, that the in«^ 
tellectual disorder of Evellin, which hacB 
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been xraused by too keen a sense of his 
wrongs^ was composed rather than height- 
ened by the severe loss he had lately 
sustained. The death of that, faithful 
partner, who had sacrificed her life in 
labouring for his benefit, impressed on 
him the conviction that he must eitlier 
exert himself, or perish. The tender age 
of his children peremptorily required 
his Assistances and to a mind formed 
like his, a still more awakening consi- 
deration presented itself in the dangers 
and difficulties of his King, Was it 
worthy of the true Earl of Bellingham 
to wander among wilds and fastnesses, 
weeping for a dead wife, or ravi^ig at a 
false friend, when England's throne 
tottered under its legitimate Sovereign, 
^nd the lowest of the people, (like owls 
and satyrs in the capital of Assyria) 
fixed their habitations in the pleasant 
pa,lace6 where luxury late reigned ! He 
fjpU ihat he had too long behaved like a 
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woman, pining in secret when he ought 
to have acted ; while his faithful consort, 
with masculine courage, opposed her 
tender frame to the tempest, and, at 
kngth, sunk beneath the added terrors 
of his imbecility. His weakness in 
lamenting an irremediable evil, was the 
fault to which he owed the loss of his 
invaluable Isabel. He would now shew 
how truly he deplored that loss, by 
changing moody reflection into vigorous 
action, and by becoming a protector and 
support to the family to which he had 
hitherto been a burden. To such a 
state of mind, the situation of the Sjng 
supplied a powerful impetus, and Dr. 
Beaumont saw, with pleasure, that loy- 
alty was likely to give full scope to those 
fine qualities, which had hitherto, like 
smothered fire, consumed the fabric in 
which they were engendered. 

He, however, entr^ted Evellin not to 
compromise his own safety by acts of 
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rashness, which could do his Prince no 
good, but to wait the return of Williams 
before he took the field. In raising a 
band of mountaineers, he had acted 
under the authority of the King's 
commission of array, against which 
Davies had preached, and Morgan had 
inveighed, not only with vehemence, but 
with falsehood. They had told the 
yeomen and peasants, that *^ some lords 
about the court said, twenty pounds a 
year was enough for any peasant to live 
upon, and, taking advantage of the com- 
mission being in Latin, they translated 
if into what English they pleased, per- 
suading the freeholders, that at least two 
parts of their estates would be taken 
from them ; and the poorer sort, that one 
day's labour in the week would be 
extorted as a tax to the King *." These 

* This and many of the following extracts 
are from Lord Clarendosk 
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caluamies were not, peculiar to Ribbles- 
dale, but unhappily were diffused over 
^^ the nation, in which a vast body of 
people were grown up, who, like Mor- 
gan, had acquired wealth, and were 
ambitious of equal consequence with the 
hereditary gentry and nobility, by whom 
they found themselves despised for their 
ignorance and coarse manners, and thefre- 
fore endeavoured to supplant them. 
Such men were every-where fast friends 
to the Parliameiv, and by their freer 
Intercourse with the common people, 
whose habits and ideas were originally 
their own, they misrepresented the 
King's designs, and counteracted the 
measures of those noble and brave pa- 
triots, who, notwithstanding their dis- 
like of some former measures, felt it 
was their duty now to rally round the 
throne. ** Nor can it be remembered 
without much horror, that this strange 
wild-fire among the people was not so 
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much and sa furiously kiadled by the 
breath of the Farliameat, as by that of 
their clergy, who both administered fuel 
and Mowed the coals. These men having 
crept into and at last driven all learned 
and orthodox « divines from the pulpits, 
had, from the conunencement of this 
^ memoraUe Parliament/ under the no* 
tion of reformadcm and eztirp^bn of 
popery, infused seditious inclinations 
into the hearts of men againft th^ piie» 
sent government of the church with 
many libellous invectives ag^sc the state* 
But now they contained themi^lyes in no 
bounds^ and as freely and without eon^ 
trottl inveighed against the persc^ of the 
King, propbanely and blasph^nousty 
applying whatever had been ^>dt;en by 
God himsdf or tfae» Ptt>pjiet8, against 
the most mcked and impious Kings, to 
incense wd stir up the people agwosft 
thar most gracious Sovereign. Besidtt 
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licensed divines, preaching and praying 
Vf2S at that time practiced by almost all 
men in the kingdom except scholars." 

Thus as every parish had its Davies 
and its Morgan, the unhappy Charles, 
faultless as a man, and at woi^t 
only ill-advised as a Monarch, found 
himself, after much^ ineffectual submis* 
i^on, and many unconstitutional abridge* 
xnents of his lawful rights, required to 
surrender the scanty remains of hi^ 
prerogative, and consent to be a state* 
engine, in the hands of his enemies. 
When, driven from his capital by riots, his 
fieet, army, militia, garrisons, magazines, 
revenues, nay, his palaces and person- 
alides sazed, by those who still called 
themselves his most dutiful subjects, 
and prefaced thdlr requisitions, that he 
ivould virtually surrender as their pri« 
soaer, with the title of an humble pe« 
titioii; when, after all tbete humiliadoito 
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«Hd privadonsy the King found It neces- 
cessary to throw himself on the allegi* 
ance of his fadthful subjects^ and to 
appeal ^ to arms by raising the royal 
standard, only a few. hundred, out of 
the millions he governed, joined him. 
Discouraged by this apparent defection, 
some of his friends advised him to treat 
with the Parliament, or, in other words^ 
to submit unconditionally. In aban- 
doning his own personal rights, Hia 
Majesty had gone as. far as his conscience 
would permit; and he chose rather to 
suffer banishment or death, than yield 
to abolish the church he had sworn to 
defend, as Parliament now required 
him to do, in the phrase of ^^ casting 
out an idle, unsoimd, unprofitable, and 
scandalous ministry, and providing a 
sound, godly, profitable, and preaching 
ministry, in every congregaticA through 
the land." Yet he so far conceded as 
to make an offer of reconciliation, secretly 
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ccmvi&ced that the latent msdeitce witb 
which it would be rqected, though 
couched in smooth language, would 
awaken the nation to a sense of duty» 
The event justified his expectadon, and 
the King was enabled to make a glo* 
nous, but unsuccessful resistance, dur? 
ing which, diough many excellent per- 
sons fell (himself among the number^ 
the principles of reciprocal duty between 
King and subject were defined, and hy« 
pocrites, fanatics, and republicans, were 
completely unmalked. 

It was during this lowering aspect of 
the political horizon, while the clouds, 
congregating from all quarters, menaced 
a tremendous storm, that Evellin shet 
tered his woe-worn head at Ribblesdale* 
The time was not lost; for the well-- 
informed piety of the Doctor succeeded in 
completely tranquillizing Evellin's mind^ 
who, admitting him to unbounded eonfii* 
dence, told him all lus early sorrows, tht 
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€iimfty of Buckingham, the falsehood of 
De Variance, and the loss of his estate^ 
title, and high connection. When in the 
sequel of his narrative, he stated that his 
perfidious friend was at this time £^1 of 
Bellingham^ the blood recoiled from Dr. 
fieaumont's heart, and he almost Quitted 
with horror. *f Do I understand you,^ 
6aid he; ^ was De Vallance thus ea> 
alted by the King? Was his wife the 
Queen^s confidante, the dispenser of her 
favours and the adviser of her conduct ?'^ 
He then shewed Evellin the British Mer- 
cury, which stated, that this same Bel- 
lingham had accepted a commissioa 
undor the Parliament; that the treache- 
rous favourite of the . unfortunate Heoi- 
rietta Maria had charged her mistress 
with the design of introducing popery 
^d arbitrary power, as well as of s6. 
cretly fomenting the Irish rebellion, and 
that she had involved in her slanders the 
mardnil and truly religbus Kong. 

« 3 
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•* This infinitely transcends all," ex* 
daimed Evellin, *^ and drives from my 
remembrance the recollection of my pri- 
vate wrongs. I consider the infernal pair 
not merely as my enemies, but as tht 
common foes of man ; I regard them as 
a tiger and hyaena, \vhom I ought to 
hunt down and destroy. They are not 
depraved human beings, tempted by am« 
bition to sin greatly ; but demons, > -who 
know no moral feelings either of honour, 
pity, attachment, or gratitude/' 

** Restndn your warmth,** said Dr» 
Beaumont ; *^ this is only the natural 
progress of inordinate desires unchecked 
1^ principle, and gorged, not satiated, 
by indulgence* She who would betray 
a brother would never adhere to a £dlen 
benefactress. He wHo would ruin a 
confiding friend, would desert his King 
in adversity. A coronet, a large estate, 
a magnificent castle, and splendid reti- 
nue, were the baubles for \»4iich these 
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offenders £3r£eited their immortal souk. 
The compact once made, camiot (they 
think) be broken. Habit here becomes 
fixed as the Ethiop's die or the leopard's 
spots ; and greater crimes must secure 
what lesser offences purchased/' 

The friends now consulted on their 
future measures. Evellin was for con- 
cealing his real self from the King, but 
Dr. Beaumont advised that though he 
should retain his borrowed name^ as a 
personal security in case he should £all 
into the enemy's hands, the King should 
know him ibr the injured Allan Neville* 
^^ It will add to his distress," said Evel- 
lin, ^' to see a man whom > he has 
iwronged, and has now no power to re-* 
dress." f ^ It will console him," returned 
Beaumont, ^* to find one generous and 
loyal enough to forget injuries, whezf 
pthers renounce benefits. Affliction is 
sent by Providence, to teach us to re-* 
collect our ways* My loyalty does not 
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make me forget diat the King is equally 
subject to one great Master, nor am I 
so desirous to seeure his temporal re- 
pose as to vnsb him to losie the advsm* 
tages of adveraty. Let hun by seeing 
you be taught to distinguish between 
flatterers and friends. It will be happy 
for England if he regains hk lugh sta« 
tion; it wiH do good to his own soul 
when he comes to give an account of 
his stewardship, at that tribunal before 
which the emperor said the shve niust 
one day stsmd.*^ ♦ 

** Beaumont,'' said ErdEn, grasjung 
the Doctor's hand, ^ you are still that 
angel of truth who in my early Gfe led 
my proud and rebellious thoughts to 
seek the consolation of feEgious humi- 
lity ; but in one circumstance you must 
give my weakness way. My gallant boy, 
ignorant of his noble birth, pants for 
military fame with all that generous ar- 
dour which during five centuries distin- 



* ■ 

guished his ancestors* He {s the bsl 

liope of an illustrious house# AccQse 

me not of malice, cf of IcJly, when I 

own that, (next to the re^oradon of my 

^^gO ^ ^% ^ heaven that he may l>e 

spared to tear-the polluted emimelrom 

the shottlders of this branded rdbel, and 

to purify the coronet of Bdlingham from 

the foul conta^^nation it receives by bind«* 

ing a i^lkdn's Imtow* Toss dHs storm* 

beaten carcase^ into any trench where k 

may m future serve as *a mound againsl 

traitors ; but let my young nursling be 

planted where the tempest that uiirootk 

the cedars shall pass over without, in^ 

juring his tender growth* Tou, Beau^ 

mont, are a man of peace, bound bf 

your functions to that bloodless waifare 

which attacks opinions, not men. Take 

him with you, wherever you go; keep 

%im in your sight ; cultivate in him every 

i^ble propensity, except his passion fbr 

military renow^n. .In afl else heis tHfc 
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Mil of my desires ; and were it not he 
my peculiar drctunstanceS) be would be 
wo m this also. Consida: him as a young 
avenger destined by heaven to punish 
the guilty » and never let despair of the 
foyal cause Induce you to yield him to 
Ills own 4mpetuosity« While a branch 
i3i the Stewart -stock remains, fear not, 
though these cursed malcontents cut 
down the royal tree; the sdon, wa* 
tered by a nation's tears, shall still grow^ 
fiad the soiled regalia of England again 
look splendid among contemporary king- 
doms. At that period the descendants 
of your Isabel shall reclaim the honours 
10 which my services, and perhaps my 
death, will ensure them a renewed pa^- 
tent." 

. The Doctor complied with Evellih's 
ivishes, thinking the youth and extreme 
impetuosity of Eustace rendered him 
imfit to take arms for a cause which re* 
j|uired coohiess and experience, and whidi 
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aeal, unrestrained by such adjuncts^ was 
likely to injure. He proxnised to use 
every effort to direct the youth's studies 
and guide his judgment, to consider him 
as his son, and Isabel as his daughter/' 
<< She is a worthy singular girV said 
Evellin, *^ but I lutve little fear for her ; 
not that I love her less ; but she is one 
of those safe useful bemgs whose active 
and benevolent character always secures 
friends, and whose self-controul and in- 
difference to their own ease make ihem 
comfortable in every situation.'' 

It was determined by the gentlemen 
that the yoong people should be kept in. 
pafect ignprance of Evellin's raa|^ buj^ 
since it seemed prudent to increase the 
number of living witnesses of his identky^ 
Mrs. MelUcent was admitted . into their 
counsels. Though a woman, and an old 
maid, she belonged to that extraordinary 
class of people who can keep a segret^ 
and I must do her the justice to say« thai( 

%6 



< JW4 > 

Ae never ^Brectly or mdirec% %etita^ 
litr trasf^^ An& vAienerer due teptevei 
tbe gkls for vfti^ ^he called rompisk 
tricks, wtudi, ^he inmled, were very tm« 
becoming in ;foimg ladies, £^e 4:onstafidy 
«itdeavou£ed to locdc: at Constantia as ^x* 
presKYdyas she did at Ae ^ brosm bird 
ti the motmtains.* 

AH 'that now was waiting was tlie re^ 
ftim of Wifliams, "for whidh the Jmpad- 
tttce of EreHbi ^inereased every hsmt. — 
©ttring this period of' miispeace, Ae &• 
mily were -sutpiised oHe' moma^ by a 
wk from fiir W^bitai Wave%, who 
came ^ inqiure ^rftef die D&etor^s heaJtb, 
afid to condole wiA hhil -en die destroc^ 
flon of ^his flbrary. He eanits<Iy ^d- 
i3sed him to ap|^ f&t indemidfieatiim, 
and offered ^his services at ihe-etisumg as* 
li^es. IVodfing coidd j>e more^^endly 
ffian Sk'VlWiaxrf^ Ittauemer, or xciore libe* 
rsQ ^than Us proinSses ; but it jjiikidi% 
happtfted that Mrt^lMeffieeiiti Aui'vttieni 
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no jttdge V99B evmc more attentvp« to factir 
and dates^ as md\ as to collateral dr« 
cumstanoes, ^Uscovered that the polite 
Baroaet» ere he paid diis visit, had just 
time to hear of the King^s victory at 
£(^efaill^ wbidi event she was severe 
Mough to bdieve, broaght ta recoUec^r 
tiMt the loss sustaiaed by hts ivordiy 
pastor three months befi3f e. She. also 
Atfught that the improved aspect of the 
foyal cause had occasioned a hamper of 
gaane and renisou to arrive at ^he .0ec<* 
tory, which the keeper confiBSScd had 
onpe been directed to Squire Morgan* 
It must however be admitted, that Mr8# 
MelBcent had a decided cbntehipt for all 
the fiimiiy of Waverly^ Which imaxk .heif 
acarcdy jUBt to their real dteectBw : .:. * 
- Dr. Beaumont answered, the Qaronst^^ 
expressions of condolence intkthe firaiK 
aess of aman who shelved himself snpcK 
nor even .ioidueJifis:cif]the'imost^irational 
and innocent delights. He soon chstngfaft 
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Abe conversation ta public zShks, when 
Sir William, having first commended cau- 
tion and moderation, observed, that it 
began to be time for a \dse ms^ to choose 
Us party. 

^^ An honest man must have chosen 
his long ago/' said Eustace, darting his 
animated eyes from Caesar's Commenta- 
ries to the counMiance of the Baronet* 
** Was that remark in your book ?*' in- 
qviied Dr. Beaumont, ^th a look of 
calm reproo£ ^ No, umrie," replied 
&e spirited boy, <* but I Idved my King 
as soon as I knewl had one, and thought 
every body did the same.'' 

^^ That is a fine youth/' said Sir Wil- 
liam, smiling ; *^ may I crave his name." 
*^ My sisoar Isabel's . :Son," xqylied the 
Doctor $ ^* and Colonel £vellin's, I pre- 
^mn^," added Sir William, <' for it is 
BOW known that His Majesty has con-, 
ierred o& him* that dangerous military 



( ao7 ) 

' EveUin coolly answered, that hk life 
ifi^as his ^ country's and his King's^ and 
that those who highly valued safety 
never ought to buckle on a sword. 

Sir William Waverly warmly repro- 
bated a cold, selfish, time-serving cha^ 
racter, declaring that, m the opinion of 
all his friends, his great fault consisted 
m absolutely disregarding himself, while 
he was sedulously attempting to benefit 
mankind* After a few flaming periods 
of egotism smd flattery to a personage 
whom he held most dear, nam^y him- 
self, he reverted to the possibility of du« 
ties being suspended in an equipoise so 
nice that' a reflecting man could not 
Imow how to act between his King and 
his country. 

Evellin answered, that he' thought it 
easy to distinguish between the free voice 
of a well-informed people and the pro- 
ceedings of an aspiri^ psurty, who, by 
nusiepresntatiOA, terror, and an appeal 
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to the worst passions, had gasied an 
ttndue influence; a party who, svp- 
porled by men detestmg every species 
of restraiitt, and hoping every change 
will benefit their ccHiditiony pass them- 
sdves upon the wotM as the BrkiA na- 
tion. ** As well/' said he, ** may ^9fe 
ventre to call their language to the 
King loyalty, or their actions law and 
justice, as to misname the present House 
of Commons, the representatives of Eng- 
land ; when every friend to His Majesty 
or the consdtuticm has been ejected, ba- 
nished, or imprisoned, by votes passed 
uftder the immediate kiiaence of hired 
inobs of apprentices, pros^tutes, and 
the worst rabble Lond(m contains,^ 

" Quite my opinion,** resumed S» 
WSliam; ^ yet. Sir, though I exces- 
sively condemn ^uid lament the unfortu* 
nate length to which Parliament has gone, 
I must say, that ^ the begimung there 
were faMts on both sides* £Bs Majesty 
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tras wrong, evidently wrong, and then 
Parliament went too far, and then the 
King promised and retracted, and thea 
they applied to more coerchr^ measures, 
t31 really it becomes doubtful who is 
most to blame.*' 

« When/' said Evellin, «« you can 
£nd in the King's actions any yiohtion 
of the constitution as flagrant as either 
the legal assassination of Lord Strafl[brd, 
in which all forms and usages of Parliai^ 
ment were violated; the accusation of 
Laud, that eminent defender of the Pro* 
testant fidth, for Popery ; the imprisoh- 
ment of the bishops for claiming their 
ancient privileges ; or, lastly, a dependent 
and elective body voting itself supreme 
and permanent, and in that state levying 
war vpon the King, by whose writs they 
were iirst summoned and consolidated f 
when you can find, I say, in the arbitrary 
proceedings o£ the Star Chamber, or of 
the High Commission courts, actions^ as 
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vqmgnant to our fundamental . laws a^ 
ihese^.I will then agree with you^ Sir 
William Waveily, and admit that a wise 
and considerate man would doubt vrbzt 
]^rty to choose, as not knowing which 
was most to blame/' 

Sir William protested that there vms 
not a man in England who lamented^ 
more bitterly than> himself, the excess 
which had brought the popular cause into 
disrepute; yet he thought candour re- 
quired us to make allowances for the 
heat of debate, and the ebullidon of pas- 
sion incident to dellberadve assemblies, 
which made the members ofteik push 
matters further than they intended i and 
lie extremdy regretted that the King, by 
£ome ill-advised steps, such as that of 
violating the freedom of Parliament, by 
personally demanding five members to 
be 'given up to his vengeance, had fo* 
mi^nted a spirit of animosity which mild 
counsels might have subdued* 
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These <}ualifying remarks mkated 
£yellm* ^^ After a series of not meatehf 
passive, but submissiTe actions,'^ said he^ 
*f after yielding one member of the 
Council to the Tower, and another ta the 
block, from which even a King^s prayer^ 
for a friend and servam, could not pro- 
cure unhappy WentWorth a day^s. re* 
Spite, His Majesty did, I must own, 
adopt rash counsels. But it is not their 
Illegality so much as his weakness in 
threatening when he wanted ^strength to 
punish, that I ccmdemn* If your object 
tion to the royal cause be founded on tho 
distraction and imbecility that have marked 
the measures by which it has been sup* 
ported, I must cease to rouse your dor* 
mant loyalty. It is not in the defenceless 
tents of our Prince that we must seek 
for safety ; we must leave him to his fate, 
on the same principle that we abandon 
a naked child to the attacks of a man 
clad in complete armour/' 
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Dr* BeaRimont now took part m the 
debate. ^ If/' said he, ^ we look back 
to the original pretences of those ^o 
set out as reformers, I think we shall 
be able to form a clear decision SiS to 
the part we ourselres should act, where 
the confoaon they labour to > excite hat 
actually commenced. They first unsettle 
our obedience by discovering what they 
call the iniquity of our governors ^ said 
indeed it is not difficult for those who 
look with a malignant eye on their con- 
duct to perceive such errors, or, if you 
Vail, vices, as an art&l and censorious 
temper may dress, up into glaring enor- 
mities, especially if it deals in thofe exag- 
gerations which people, who give up the^ 
understandings to the views of a party, 
call true representations. The man of 
dullest intellect can discover faults in 
extensive complicated systems, and the 
more he confines his view, the more 
must he see matters in detail, and not in 
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tii€sr ge&enJ lendncy. Tet these iUi- 
bend censors are sure lo be regarded, 
because in all countries the majority of 
die people (I mesm such as are tmin-'' 
formed) wish for lidthii^g so much as to 
be their own masters, which they suppose' 
will be the immediate consequ^ence of 
dverthrowing the existing system, ' A 
reformer thus sets off with every possible 
advantage, with an auditory predisposed 
to listen, and a fair field for censure, in 
vAAch tnalice »id ingenuity have space 
to expatiate ; nor can his own pretensions 
to purity and wisdom at first be ques* 
doned, for as he g^ierally rises from an 
obscure station, his former conduct is 
not known, and the glibhess of his ora« 
tory, and the popularity of his topics, 
gain him ample credence for all the 
excellent qualities to M^iich he lays claim.< 
'Tis true, when he has gained the as^ 
coidancy he aims at, his behaviour ge^ 
nerally shews him to be not <^ly fedk 
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s&d Saiulty, but a worse knare than any 
tie has exposed ; but before he thus dis- 
fcovers himself, he has gained a hold 
cither of the affections or the fears of the 
multitude, which, added to their reluc- 
tance to owning their own mistake, main- 
tains his popularity till a rival incendiary 
rises to dispossess him. In the mean 
time, candour, who was pushed behind 
the scenes, when she came to plead for 
our lawful governors, is brought into 
play, and made to utter fine declamations 
on the impossibility of always acting right, 
and on the. distinction between public and 
private virtue, bespeaking that indulgence 
for usurpers or factious demagogues 
which was denied to the lapses of lawful 
rulers, whose inclinations at least must 
be on jthe side of an upright and wise 
administration, because they have a per* 
manent interest in the welfare of the 
nation* The delusions of which I speak 
seldom last long } an enlightened people 
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perceives the cheat ; but it is lamentable 
that the tricks of these political paritans 
should never grow stale by practice^ and 
that as often as a pseudo-reformer starts 
up with pretensions to great honesty and 
great wisdom, England should forget how 
often she has been deceived, and allow 
him to excite a tumult which wiser heads 
and better hearts cannot allay/* 

Sir William found no difficulty in re- 
plying to thfe Doctor. He had only to 
admit that his remarks were very just ; 
but, at the same time, he must say, that, 
if pushed. to their full extent, they would 
tend to establish abuses; since, who 
would dare to arrest the strong arm of 
tyranny, if liable to the odium which 
was thus cast on all promoters of re* 
formation ? 

** I spake not of reformers truly. so 
called," said Dr. Beaumont, " but of 
those factious persons who, to promote 
thdr own ends^ tamper with the infiam* 
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mable passions of the populace, aad, 
instead of amending errors, snarl at 
restraints. A true patriot points out 
defects with a view to have them re* 
moved, and brings himself into as little 
notice as possible. We 'may as well 
pretend that Wickliffe and Jack Cade 
were nioved by the same spirit, as say, 
that we cannot discern between those 
who sedk to do good, and those who 
would breed distractions. Tet, as the 
mass of mankind axe either too ignorant 
or too much occupied to discover the 
sophistry by which, for a time^ falsdiood 
passes for truth, ^ it is an ill sign of the 
situation of a kingdom when controversy 
gets among the ignorant the illiberal, 
or the ill-Kles^iiing,^ or even when it 
descends to those who should practise, 
being too unskilful to debate, and too 
violent 19 differ, without breach of cfaa^ 
rky/ I have fortified my c^inion by 
the words of an able, uncorrupt states- 
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man, who^ though he shared the grace 
and favour df inatiy tnrghty KingSy died 
in honest povevty, knowmg the weak*- 
nessii^f mankind, but scorning to apply 
it to his Q^vm emolument— -'I mean Sir 
Heodry Wootton. And his sentiments are 
confii'med by the son of Sirach^ whose 
reflections have been thought worthy of 
being annexed to the volume of inspira*- 
tioil. After dbserving that ' the wisdom 
of the wise man cometb by oppiortunity * 
of Insure/ and than tkey whose time. 
is occupied in husbandry or handicraft- 
work, are devdted to those necessary but 
humUe employments which render them- 
selves respectable, and ,benefit the pub* 
lie, he asserts, * they shall not be sougftt ■ 
for in public councils, ndr sk high in- 
the congregation. They cannot declare 
justice and judgment, and they shall not 
be found ;where dark parables are spo- 
ken/ Yet^ Sir, these are the men who, in 
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owe disastrous times, have menaced and 
governed the popular branch of our le- 
gislature, till they have drawn away all 
but their own partizans, and denied their 
King the rights of conscience, while they 
claim for themselves unbounded licence. 
These men are now virtually our rulers ; 
nor will they be content with dethron* 
ing the King and annihilating the nobles, 
for they will not rest till they have le- 
velled every gentleman who pretends to 
hereditary distinctions of rank, fortune, 
or privilege, and torn down every symbol 
of greatness winch ofl»ends thdr ambitious 
littleness. So then, ever^ one who has 
any thing valuable to lose, ought, in 
policy, as well as in conscience, to sup- 
port the throne, with whose rights his 
own are inseparably blended/' 

Sir William answered, that though, 
from the great mildness of his temper, 
he seldom expressed himself with warmth, 
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be always acted with decision. He had 
that morning issued orders to raise a regi- ^ 
ment among his own tenantry. 

*^ And you will march them to join 
the £ing ?'' said Eustace. 

r 

** A very fine precipitate youth !" re- 
turned die Baronet, smiling ; ^^ no, brave 
young man, your good uncle has taught 
me another lesson, and I trust you will 
also allow him to restrain your ardour. 
He has himself set us the example of 
staying at his post in the hour of dan- 
ger. The peace of our own county is 
ol the first consequence. I shall there- 
fore train my force, and keep it ready 
to call' out, in case any disturbance 
diouM arise in our own neighbour-- 
hood.*' 

** Aye,** replied Eustace,- ** protect 
Waverly Park ; *twere a pity it should 
be despoiled and plundered.** 

<« No good could accrue to the King 
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JSirWilliam. 

" But," pbserye^ Eustace, ^* you have 
a son whQ h^s j:9^ atitained f uU nu^riiy, 
do you not find k difficult to ke^ hkn 
out; of actipn,? Surely b^ heart^ beats 
higb to JpiA th^. 9|9l>le Stanley, tp wiii<i>m 
the King ha^ intrusted th^ whole Coim^ 

*' You know not^" returned Sii? Wit 
Uam, ^^ how y/pia distress iqe by this iq-. 
quiiy. Heaven forbid X sbo^ld insku^ale 
^y th^^ against so brave a ^endemsai 
aad so loyal; a si^ject as tb^ Earl of 
Derby; but he has Uved so lijttlei wi(h* 
14$ eq^al9 that he knows not hf^, tq t^eat 
hi3 inferioi^ ; and, unhappily, the sitjfM^. 
ness of his manners has so indis|)$$^ 
this Ciwnty, that people of no fOfB^ and 
contemned interest, have sn;^tc}ie^^,iQt|t 
cKf his hands, the disaffected being i^vedt 
AQt so mucb by dislike to the KIng.or £ak 
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tour to Psarliaittent, as by impati^fnce of 
the EarPs homouT) «md a resolution not 
to be subject to hte commands.*' 

Sir William then expatiated on the 
impoKcy of oppressive haughty de-^ 
meanor in people in eminent station^,, 
especially when the times were so big, 
with peril. His remarks had been wise^ 
and instructive^ had he not tried to illus- 
trate them by the popularity and li- 
berality of his own conduct ; yet, as it 
may be said he was the only evidence of 
his own urbanity, which must have been 
lost to posterity had he not recorded it,< 
he now pleaded it in extenuation of the 
blameable soidbility of his soil, who, 
educated in these liberal notions, had fek 
so hurt by the negligence of the Earl of 
• Derby at Preston fair, that he had been 
provoked by it to offer his services to 
Parliament, from whom he had received 
a commission, and was now serving in 
the army of Lord Essex. 

L 3 
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Mrs. Mellic^nt, who saw in this o^l^i- 
tibly-lamented defection a scheme to 
secure Waverly-hall and its dependencies, 
.whichever party; finally predominated, 
remarked that it was a very prudent ar- 
rangement. 

*' So my friends suggesi,'* returned 
, Sir William, ^^ to conao^ me ; but my 
regret, that any of the name of Waveriy 
should be seen, in what severe people 
will call actual rebellion, is too acute for 
such soothing > consolation.; I have only 
to take care that the rectitude of my own 
behaviour shall refute every suspicion 
that I am conniving at^ or even apologiz- 
ing for Henry's errors. And though I 
know the poor fellow's feelings were too 
keen for his peace, and though, in my 
own exquisite susceptibility of kindness, 
. I could find motives to mitigate his fault, 
I will leave his conduct to the mercy of 
candid people. I will now end my per- 
haps tedious vjsit, lamenting that my 
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corps was mot raised when Dr. Beau- 
mont's library was destroye(i by that 
infuriate riabble. I extremely regret the 
loss of the precipus museum and valuable 
manuscripts, which his taste, learning, 
science, and piety had collected, and 
with a request that you will consider me 
as your friend and protector, should any 
further disturbances arise, I sincerely bid 
you ferewell/* 

" I trust,** said Eustace, after he was 
gone, *' my uncle will never apply to 
that man for redress ; he is no better than 
a rebel in his heart." * 

" Not so," replied Mrs. Mellicent, 
** and for the best of reasons — he .ha? 
no heart at all." 

" You forget," observed the Doctor, 
** that when he was the admirer of our 
beloved Isabel, he shewed by his warmth 
and assiduity, that he was capable of 
loving something beside himself." 
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*♦ And never/* said Mrs. MelBcent, 
^ brother, had I so much cause to 
ihiok niieanly of my ovm judgment, and 
-own the superioi^ty of dear Isabel's pe^ 
netration, as when ^e rejected mj ad* 
vice, and refused that vacillating time^ 
server ; shewing that she needed not tht 
light of prosperity to discover the de* 
jserving." 

Her eye glanced cm Evellin, who^ 
overpowered by these allusbns to his 
beloved wife, left the room without &• 
temng to the compliment paid to himseif. 
His Tmpetuous son stormed with fury, 
ihat such a man should even pretaid to 
have felt th^ power of his mother's 
charms. " Had he been my father,** 
said he, " I would have fled my country, 
and disowned my nanie. But why did 
you not, dear uncle, confince him it^ 
not loyalty but self-preservation which 
makes him arm his tenants." 
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*^ And why do you not convert that 
cridcet-ball, which you are pressing with 
€Q much vehemence, into a pure and solid 
gem? I never attempt impossibilities. 
One reaiKm why admonitions are so little 
attended to, is, that mentors think too 
. little of the dispositions^ of those they ri^* 
prove, and so seek to work a miracle^ 
not to perform a cure. Talk to a selfish 
person about being disinterested, and he 
will utter a few fine sentences till .^ou 
fancy his heart Is enlarged, when, in 
fact, he is but more wedded to the idol 
he worships, by^ recollecting that he- has 
spoken liberally : but- shew him ' honesty 
is the best policy,' and' that he is most 
likely to succeed by keeping, straight 
courses, and he will quit his crooked 
paths through policy, which is something 

• 

gained on the side of integrity ; and per- 
haps acting right,v may, *in time, induce 
him to change his mo{tives too. I have 
Iboked.onall sorts of offenders, and there 
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Is no violator of scriptural holiness of 
whom I have so little hope as thie self- 
idolator, for so I deem him who is not 
only wise in his own conceit, but who 
sees no other object worthy the favour or 
attention of God or man. Such a one 
considers misfortune not as a chastisement 
but as a wrong ; nor can he be grateful 
for mercies, because he esteems the 
greatest to be merely his -due. Yet of 
all men he is the most pitiable, for his 
overflowing vanity makes him betray his 
self-conceit; so that though he is sur* 
rounded by flatterers, he has no friend ; 
no one dare tell him of his faults, but all 
seek to profit by his follies. I am no 
pretender to prophecy ; I know my own 
house totters in this storm, and I have 
more need^ to prop and secure it than to 
concern myself as to what will befall my 
neighbours. Sir William Waverly and I 
have chosen two different methods of 
steering oiir barks -;• probably both may 
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end in shipwreck, but my eyes are fix^ 
on the pole-star in the heavens, while he 
has attended to deceitful charts and trea- 
cherous pilots. We will now close the 
subject of his faults with inferences for 
our own improvement. Let us be care- 
ful not to think too much of ourselves, 
and too little of others. It is an excellent 
way of subduing the acute sense of afflic- 
tion, to employ our minds in assuaging 
the miseries of our fellow-creatures ; and 
prosperity is never so well enjoyed as 
when we call in the stranger and the 
destitute, as well as our friends and kin- 
dred, to share in its blessings. Let us 
ever consider ourselves as re^onsible ser- 
vants in one large family, and we shall 
never grow vain or self-devoted.". 

" My dear uncle," said Eustace, " can 
you think it pos^ble we should any of us 
become the creature we so abhor ?" 

^^ Remember Hazael's answer to 
Elisha," replied the Doctor ; " nor think it 
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IS needless vigilance to make a strict inquiry 
how you approximate to the vices you 
seem most to detest. I have heard you say 
Eustace, that for a thousand worlds you 
would not grieve your father. Yet you 
have just said, were you young Waverly, 
you would renounce parental authority, 
and abjure your name. This shews that 
there is an innate principle in your com- 
posidon at enmity with filial obedience ; 
touch but the chord that moves it, and 
duty is exposed to instant danger/^ 

** My father,** answered Eustace, " will 
never suffer me to despise him. His 
honour, his afflictions, are alike my {secu- 
rity. If tempted to disobedience I will 
recal to my mind his woe-yrom majestic 
form, and ere I dare to grave another 
furrow on his brow, or whiten one more 
hair, the dying injunctions of my mother 
will rush to my mind, and I shall re« 
member that when she could no longer 
minister relief to his afflictions, she con* 
signed him to my care^** 
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CHAP. IV. 

Out of your proof you speak } we, poor, unflcdg'd. 
Have never wing'd from view o'the nest, nor kntfir 
What air's from home. Haply tliis life ia best. 
If quiet life be best ; sweeter to you. 
That have a sharper known : to ua it k 
A cell of ignorance. 

ShA1CS]»£A11I»^ 

T^IL Beaumont's admonitions to £tt* 
-■^ stace were not uttered at random.. 
Evellin was determined immediately to 
put in force the commission he had re- 
ceived, by joining the Marquis of New- 
castle. His Majesty was very desirous of 
securing the northern coast to facilitate 
the introduction of the suocours he ex^- 
peoted from Holland with the Queen» 
Ever since the arrival of arms and accou- 
trements, the passion of Eustace for mi- 
fitary fame had become more decided and 
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uncontrokble ; he poised his father's 
sword, put on his helmet, and talked of 
the best method of killing all the rebel 
generals. The plans he laid for ter- 
minating the contest appeared so feasible 
to Constantia, that at length (though not 
without; tears) she consented that he should 
enter on the Herculean labour of destroy- 
ing the many-headed monster. Rebellion. 
Isabel thought that her father and uncle 
were likely to know what was best to be 
done, but as often as she ventured to 
hint that he might be too sanguine, 
Eustace reminded her, that girls knew 
nothing about war and polidcs, and di- 
rected his observations to Constantia, who 
had at least the ^feminine merit of ac- 
quiescing in his opinions. 

ITie evening previous to Colonel Evel- 
lin^s departure was destined to the severe 
task of bending Eustace to obedience. 
TTie father began by putting into his son's 
hands the miniature of his mother, com- 



<nanding hM'ccttistantly'fo weM itj and 
parf with • it only With hfe- life. Evistace 
wept, pressed it to his lif>s, and S^ed if 
that widis the only mark- of devoted affec- 
lion trhich he could diew to her memory^ 
The Colofiel pointed to- Isabeh "' SKe 
lives in yoHT sister/' saidhe^j "dutydUIs 
*me from her; you miiist be- her proi- 
tector." " Oh, my father !*' repKed 
Eustace," tbtowing himself at his feet; 
*• "hoiv fcetter cam I protect my sister, 
than by combating het enemies," 

liie Cpldnel answired, r-< " My age, 
my experience, my escpermess in mili- 
tary studies and exercises, impose that 
task on nie. The King, whofai' I served 
iii iny ydiith, ^s a gracicms- master, and 
I feet cohfident that I can render him 
assistance. My duty t6 him, and I will 
sidd to you top, required the tender of 
my service..' They have been accepted; 
I ^m CAit iiuvYdrh'Jto-iiorcow, tb be tm- 



ployed 9B my immediate commander, tlm 
Mavquis ofNewcastle^ shall determine/* 

*^ And yfhm slutU I follow yQu," is-^ 
quired Eustace, who cead in his father's 
eye a prohibition which restrained lum 
from urging his wish t6 accompany him* 

«< As soon,-' replied Evellin, ^^ as your 
aerrioes can either benefit the King or 
yooraelf.'* 

« 1 know,** said £ustace» " you do- 
no^ ddubt my courage or fidelity i it must 
therefore be from the opinion you have 
formed of my inability, that, you insist 
upon my spending more of my life in 
\diat must now be called shameful inac* 
livity. I look three years older than I 
am, .and my strength and ability arti as- 
premature as my appearance^ Ever since 
t^e war 'broke out I have been studying, 
histories of battles and. sieges,, and I can 
ride, fence, • and fire at a target inih, d^x- 
asrity. If at first I were to cotnout aome^ 
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.nii6tak€s, actual service would tinprofv 
me* Oh, best and kindest of fathers, 
blast not the dearest hopes of T'our only 
boy. Fix no stigma upon hun^ as if 
he were a tall puppet fit only to trifle, 
nor let him be regarded as a coward, 
glad to use any excuse that shall purchase 
safety. My dying mother bade me supply 
her place to you. How better can I 
obey her than by Yielding your head in 
die day of battle, smoothing your pillow 
when you retire to your tent, participating 
m all your dangers and sorrows, relieving 
your anxieties, and lightening your la* 
hours. If I may not go with you, or 
speedily to follow you, the life your 
kiiidness would preserve from the sword 
will be consumed by grief.'' 

The Colonel turned away his face to 
conceal the emotion which his son's eager- 
ness for action occasioned. ^^ L have 
promised,'' said he, ^ that I will send 
for you as foon as you can serve the 
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King or yourseUv You have mentionied 
your mother —^ resemble her in this ; she 
never attempted to shake my settled pur* 
poses, but conformed to the opinion 
which she doubted not was founded on 
full deliberation. As a boy, you are all 
I wish J but there must be much improve- 
ment to realise a fond father's hopes of 
you as a man. Employ the years of pro- 
bation wisely. Submit to your excellent 
imcle as to the representative of both your 
parents ; form yourself by his instruc- 
tions, and when you are called into 
action I shiall glory in you." 

" But you have named years of pro- 
bation ; must I for years be confined to 
Ribblesdale? Will no zeal,. no diligence 
on my part shorten this period, and enable 
me to rejoin you ?*' 

" In these disturbed times,*' Said the 
Colonel, ''we can form no guesses of the 
future. When we shall meet, or whe- 
ther ev^r more in this world, are chances 
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on which I cannot calculate. Bear 'in 
mmd. this parting interview ; and if you 
sometimes, in your heart, accuse me t^ 
harshness, soften your opposition to my 
will by r^ecting, that I may have motives 
for my determination which cannot now 
be disclosed to you, and that a dutiful 
obedience will render you worthy the 
entire confidence pf one who has seen 
too much of man to confide in mere pro- 
fessions of desert and ability/^ 

The swelling heart of Eustace ill brooked 
these restrictions. He flew to his con- 
fidante, Constantia, to complain of the 
cruelty of his father's injunctions. In the 
warmth of his expostulations, he uttered 
.something expressive, of distaste for the 
life he led, which moved the gentle gid 
to lament, that what made them so happy 
.should make him wretched, " If you 
. loved us,", said ^e, " as we do you, it 
would ];ecohcile . your mind to passing 
your, whole life with us.- ' Eustace ^led 



on the lovely moderator, and «fflfiwered^ 
^^ I thiak it k impossible you can lo?e 
tne as much as i do you, but ycu must 
agree, that a life of inactivity is now 
disgraceful ; and even my pretty Cob- 
ataace would despise me, if she saw me 
loitermg about, idling away my htest day^, 
when all the kingdom is in arms/' ^' I 
never can despise a dutiful son,'* an- 
swered she ;' and Eustace found in that 
avowal such an unanswerable argument 
on the side of filial obedience, tfaSt he 
was able, not only to see the Colonel de- 
part without impatience, but also to sup- 
port his weeping sister. 

It was some weeks before his repug- 
nance to a life of inactivity returned; 
but as the fiery ardour of his character 
was only smothered, not quaicbed, it 
burst out again at the time that Dr. 
Beaumont took his daughter and sister 
with him to Lancaster assizes, whither 
he went to obtain redress &>r his in- 
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jtmes. He had diligently employed the 
iig^ since £vellia's depsu^ture in confirm^ 
ing; his authority over hjs young chafge. 
Isabel was all cheerful duty and sndli^g 
dlUgence. Eustace was occasicxoally im- 
petuous and refractory, but overftowiog 
with sensibility, and more apt to repent 
than to pffend. The Doctor judged it 
would not be inexpedient to try the tern* 
per of his pupils by leaving them a little 
dii^ to themselves* 

. £u£Xi^:e« resplved to empby this period 
of Jiberty in^ .^ecuting a project he had 
foiifQif^, and i^ which he meant Isabel^ 
sbojijijLJ be his co^dj^^. He began with 
o^rjviqg,. " he.fe^ped 'their d^ar C(HW) 
slsa^ce was not quite happy. She sOp. 
ofi^ ijegrets her father's library^'' said/ 
h^ '^ that I know she will never be ea^ 
t^^ is restored*. I have examined tt^e 
ru^9. and calculated what repi^M^it ]94U : 
vf!^\ thff re are stones and timber . lying , 
a|)Qpt^ and I can work it up myself if 
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y<m will help me/' As far as her strength 
could go Isabel was perfectly willing, and 
Eustace promised her the light jobs, re- 
nnnding her that she fixed up the pewter- 
shelves in their own cottage very well 
under his directions. 

" But/' said Isabel, " of what use 
will the room be when the books are 
all destroyed ?'* — " I have thought of 
that too/' answered Eustace, ^^ and 
have contrived accordingly. You know 
we left three hampers of books in 
the mountains; they are safe enough I 
dare say, because those we gave them 
to, as keep-sakes, cannot read, and I 
dare say will let us have them back if we 
say we want them.- Now if we work 
Tery hard, we $hall have two nights and 
a day to spare, and I can trot the poney 
with die market cart over the fdls, and 
fetch them. To be sure they may not 
be just the books my uncle lost, but' 
books are books you know, and I am* 
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sure Constance will look so happy when 
she sees the shelves filled again, and all 
in order.*' 

Isabel was delighted with the project, 
and promised to assist, though at die 
peril of incurring her aunt's displeasure, 
for not finishing, ere she returned, a 
representation of the garden of Eden 
in satin-stitch, according to her order. 
Eustace looked at the plan, and finding 
it would save time, they agreed that plain 
grass would look as well on a fire- 
screen, as all the crocodiles and elephants 
which with literal deference to natural 
history Mrs. Mellicent had drawn up 
rank and file, on each side Adam and 
Eve. The young architects anticipated 
the depairture of their friends with 
eagerness, and set about their scheme 
the moment the calash drove off. The . 
business was got through with great 
alacrity, and though there were a few- 

IP 
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mistakes, and certainly no nice finish 
a& a whole, it was creditable to their 
mechanical skill, as well as to their kind 
ixitentions. 

Determining that the pohey knew 
the road, and hoping to get a little 
sleep in the cart, Eustace set off imme- 
diately on his mountain-expedition, and 
Isabel busied herself in putting all things 
in ordor, and preparing plumb-porridge, 
and sack-posset, as a festive regale to 
celebrate the re-assembling of the family- 
party, who, she determined, should sup 
n^errily in the new library. 

Eustace arrived first, in high spirits, 
but with his cloath^ torn, and his face 
bloody. Isabel was alarmed. " Nothing 
but a few scratches,'^ answered hd, 
^^ which I can cure with vinegar while 
you mend my coat I wil) tell you how ( 
got them presently ; but. do you unpack 
the books, while I take care of the poney. 
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Stop a moment ; there is something in the 
cart you must not meddle with/' Isabel 
inquired what it was. ^' Women are so 
inquisitive/' continued Eustace. ^^ Well 
diien, it is a lute ; Constance's ov^ lute, 
which she lost the night of the fire." 
Isabel inquired how he recovered it. 
«i Fought for it," answered he j " I see 
you will not be easy, so I must tell you 
all about it." 

•* The people of Foumess were very 
glad to see me, calling me Mr. Random, 
and a great many more kind names ; so 
we packed up the books, and they sent 
some cheese for my uncle, and apples for 
Constance." " And nothing for me ?" 
said Isabel. ** Pshaw," returned Eustace, 
" how you interrupt me; I believe the 
apples are for you. So I came driving 
back very merrily, and within a few 
miles of this village, I met a fellow 
carrying a box, which I could perceive 
held a lute. I had plenty of money, for 
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the mountaineers would not let me spend 
it ; so I thought if I can get this lute, 
Constance will like the new library as 
well as she did the old one, and I very 
civilly told the man I would buy it, and 
give him all he asked for it.— But in 
your life you never saw such a sharp bad 
visage as the fellow's, and he put himself 
into the most ridiculous posture, rolling 
his goggle eyes, and smiting his breast, 
and at last roared out, ' O vain youth, 
covet not musical devices, but tune thy 
heart to praise, and thy lips to spiritual 
songs.'-—* Tune thy own lips to civi- 
lity,' said I ; * and you shall too before 
you pass.' * I can use the arm of flesh 
as well as the sword of the sprit,' said 
he; so to it we fell, and he scratched 
and pulled my hair, and tore my coat, 
just as you girls do, but I gave him 
enough to teach him good manners, and 
at last made him own he took the lute 
from my uncle's, the night of the fire. 
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and that Squire Morgan was to have it. 
So I threw him a shilling just to mend 
his broken head, and have brought the 
lute to its own home again.'' 

Isabel could not but rejoice that 
die. affray ended in a victory, but ez«. 
pressed her fears that he might be 
accused of taking the spoil by vblence» 
^< Who stole it first?" said Eustace j^ 
^* we may take our own wherever we 
find it. And to own the truth of my. 
heart, I am ^ glad of this opportunity of 
mortifying Squire Morgsm, for if there 
is a person I hate in the world, it is 
he.'' 

" There," said Isabel, •* you are both 
indiscreet and ungrateful, for you know 
he and Sir William Waverly have 
promised to assist my uncle in his 
cause." 

• ft 

^* I would not give a rush for th^ 
friendship of either," returned Eutface* 
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^< A good victory on the King's side 
is the only way of fixing Sir William, 
sind as to Morgan, I know it is not love 
for my uncle brings him to the rectory. 
J see that fellow's heart ; and I could 
scarce keep myself from pushing him out 
of the room, when he kissed Constance 
the other day, and called her his litde 
wife ; but she looked so distressed at the 
instant, that I thought I had better not 
seem to observe it.** 

^^ I have heard you- call her little 
wife a hundred times,*' said Isabel, 
* and it never seems to affront her." 

^^ One may take liberties with one's 
relations," replied Eustace, ** but I tell 
you, young girls should never let men 
call them wife, especially such an old, 
ugly, foolish, fat, vulgar^ roimd-head, 
as Morgan ; and I had rather my uncle 
had no restitution, than pwe lany &vour 
to him.'* 
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Anxious to draw her brother from a 
topic, on which he always was un* 
governable, Isabel begged him to describe 
the present state of thdr mountain-resi- 
dence. " Is our garden quite destroyed V* 
said she. *^ Are the primroses I planted 
on the south bank in blow ?" — ** I ob- 
served something more interesting/' 
answered he^ *^ my mother's grave is 
kept quite neat by the villagers, and the 
roses we set there are twined all over it* 
Nay, Isabel, if you weep so, I cannof 
repeat to you the verses I made yesterd^y^ 
just as I caught sight of our old cottage.'* 
Isabel promised to be composed, and 
Eustace proceeded "— * 

The 81K1 haft roIIM round SkiddawU bceait 
Of floating doudt a golden Tefl^ 

.The heath-cock has forsook his nest. 
And mounted on the morning gale i 

While bursting on my raptured eyes» 

Lakes, hillsy and woods, distinctly rise. 
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And there in moontain-privacy 
My father's rustic cot appears. 

The haunts of happy infancy. 
The fields my childish sport endears;^ 

'Where victor of each game I stood, 

And climhM the tree» or stemm'd the flood: 

Apd there^ heside the village-spire. 
My mother's honoured ashes sleep, 

Who bade my noUe hopes aspire. 
Who also taught me. first to weept 

When, with a kiss so cold and mild. 

She wbisper*d, * 1 must die^ my child/ 

Oh! fitted for a world more pure^ 
Sweet spirit, who would wish thy stay. 

To witness woes thou could'st not cure. 
And dimmM with elbuds thy evening ray ; 

To see thy ardent boy denied 

To combat by his father's side ? 

Yet, what is death I As seen in thee, 
*Twas a mild stimmons to the grave f 

*Tis the sure zeal of loyalty 

And honour's guerdon to the brave. 

How are the soldier^ requiems kept ^ 

By glory sung, by beauty wept. 
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^* My dearest Eustace,*' said Isabel, 
^^ I wish I could send these lines to 
my father, yet perhaps they would over- 
come him as they have done me." She 
twined her arms around the neck of 
Eustace, sobbed for some moments, and 
then observed, " I know what suggested 
the last stanza; it was Constantia's 
weeping for the fate of brave Lord 
Lindsay.'* 

Eustace blushed. ^^ You are a Lan- 
cashire witch in more senses than one, 
Isabel ; but, hush ! the calash has just 
drove up. Say not a word of my verses 
to my uncle." " Why ?" "I do not 
wish he should know I am unhappy.** 
Keep your own counsel,** returned Isa- 
bel, *' and I am sure' your looks will 
never betray you.** 

The return of the party relieved Eu- 
stace from all fear of owing an pbligatioa 
to. Morgan. An ordinance from Parlia* 
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ment had interrupted the regular returns 
of public justice, and notwithstanding the 
Xling's command^ that there should be no 
suspension of judicial proceedings, with 
respect either to criminal or civil causes^ 
and his grant of safe-conduct through 
his quarters to all persons attending the^ 
courts of law, the Parliament had for- 
bidden the judges to appoint their cir- 
cuits. In one instance a troop of horse 
tore a judge from the bench, who had 
ventured to disobey their edicts. Except 
therefore in the few places that were at 
the King's devotion, all legal proceedings 
of importance were suspended^ and the 
Kttle business which was transacted was 
managed by a cabal devoted to the pre- 
dominant party. From such men Dr. 
Beaumont could look for no Saivour. 
Ample indemnification was indeed pro* 
mised, l)ut it was upon a condition that 
he could not brook, namely, subscription 
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to the covenant As to his two friends^ 
Sir Wjlliam Waverly and Morgan, the 
former was detamed at home by an ap* 
prehension that he might take cold ; and 
the latter, though he argued on the jus- 
tice and policy of remuneration, by 
which the party would gain credit, yet 
6a bdng questioned about his pastor's 
principles, confessed he thought him a 
malignant of the deepest die, and posi- 
tively refused to be i responsible for his 
peaceable behaviour. 

Dr. Beaumont had formed no hopes of 
rediess, therefore felt no disappointment 
He was now so accustomed to the 
temper of the times, that he was only 
slightly hurt at being thought capable 
of compromising his conscience, by sub* 
scribing an instrument he had ever 
denounced as illegal, treasonable, and 
wicked. The dutiful attentions of his 
nephew and neice soon changed vexai* 
tion into pleasure. Mrs. Mellicent oveir* 



( 2S0 ) 

looked the omissions of her orocodiles 
and elephants, and Constance touched 
the strings of her beloved instrument 
with a smile, sweet as the strain she 
drew from its according wires, titt 
Eustace forgot all his labours and bruises 
in esiulting transporta 
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CHAP. II. 

These tkangt, indted, job havrtfticuktecry ^ 

Proclaim'd at iiiaricei*tablet, read at cfaurcbcfr 

To hct the garment of rebell'ion 

Wtdv soma fine coloiv thatmay please the ejir* 

Of fickle changelings and poor discontents. 

Which gape and>rub theelbowt at the neirt 

CM bu|iy hwly innovation i ' 

And never yet did Insonrection arant 

Sncb wftter^oknin to impatnt his cause; 

Shaxsfeabi, 

nPHE sammer of 1643 opened with 
-*■ favpurable omens to the royal 
cause. Evelfin sent intelligence to Rib- 
blesdale of the successes of the Marquis 
of Newcastle against Fairfax, the safe 
arrival of the Queea with military stores^ 
and his own expectation of being joined 
to her escort, which would enable him 
to have an mterview with the King at 
Oxford. This intelligence^ added ta 
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diat of the advantages gained pver Sir 
William Waller in the we$t, revived the 
drooping hopes of the loyalists^ and 
terrified the enthusiastic Eustace with 
apprehensions lest the contest should be 
decided before he could measure swords 
with one round-head. 

Dr. Beaumont took a more compre- 
hensive view ; he saw how little had 
been done^ and how much loyal blood 
had been shed. The King's cause was 
supported by the death or ruin of his 
best friends, but his victories, instead of 
intimidatihg, hardened his opponents. 
They were bound together by a dread 
of danger, and a belief that they had 
smned beyond all hopes of pardon, and 
therefore must depend for safety entirely 
on the success of the rebellion they had 
fomented. 
. To insure that success, tlie Parliament 
had long oii^ce eAipIoyed the most po* 
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tent stimulant of human action, religion ; 
and, by embodying their £aiTourite teach- 
ers under the title of the A8sem\>ly of 
Divines, contrived to give that species 
of state-establishment to their own the- 
ological scheme which they had ob- 
jected to, as one of the crying ^s of 
episcopacy. This memorable body of 
auxiliaries was created at the time of 
their beginning to levy war upon the 
Kingt by sdzing his military resources, 
and refusing him admission into hiis own 
garrison. A fiict which may serve to 
convince the reflecting mind of the close 
union which sub^s between monarchical 
and episcopal principles is, that their next 
6t^ to that of employing the forces and 
revenues of the crown against the person 
of the Sovereign, was a declaration '^ that 
they intended a necessary and due re- 
formation of the Liturgy and govern- 
ment of the church, and that they 
would consult godly and learned divines, 
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and use thdr utmost endeavours (o 
establish learned and preaching ministers, 
with a good and sufficient maintenance 
'throughout the whole kingdom, where 
*many dark comers were miserably des- 
titute of the m«ins of salvation, and 
many poor * ministers wanted necessary 
provision.** 

** Though wise men saw the design 
of this carefiilly-worded declaration, yet 
indolent, or quiet men, who were willing 
to hope, caught at its designing mode- 
radon, believed that Parliament only 
meant to reform abuses, and that its 
designs wfere not so very bad. This 
very declaration, which a year before 
would have terrified the people, in whom 
there was then a general submission to 
the church-government, and a smgular 
* reverence of the Liturgy, now when 
there was a general expectation of a 
total subversion of the one, and abolidon 
of the other, they thought only re- 
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moving what was offensive, unnecessary, 
or burthensome, an easy composition. 
Thus the well-meaning were, by degrees, 
prevailed on, towards ends they extremely 
abhorred, and what, at first, seemed 
prophane and impious to them, in a 
little time appeared only inconvenient." 

But infinite is the danger of tamper- 
ing with national feeling in its most im* 
portant point. . The. mildly-worded de- 
crte above cited, cherished those princi- 
ples of mutability, which overthrew the 
church of England, while new forms of 
doctrine sprang from eveipy portion of 
her ruins, all contending^ for mastery, 
and each insisting on the individual right 
. of choosmg, and the uneontrolable liberty 
of exercising what they pleased to tesm 
religion. The fir^t €>( these taiets is aa 
inadmissible in argument, as it i& despe- 
rate in practice, for if every man has, a 
right to choose, it must follow that he 
has an equal right to abstain f torn choos*, 
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ing5 and thus univeF$al atheisintis sane* 
doned by the ovef*strained ii^ulgeiice 
of dvil liberty 9 confounding ii^hat our 
perverse natures will do with what thej 
properly may* And if we found this 
opinion on the ground of human free- 
will, it may be asserted that a man 
has a right to choose whether he will 
be veracious, temperate, chaste, and con- 
^endous; whether he will be a good 
father, husband, dtizen, or the re- 
verse; zni thus every moral offence of 
which human laws do not take cogni- 
zance, may -be jusdfied by the same plea, 
that in this land of liberty people have a 
right to act as they think proper* By 
these means that liner system of mofids, 
which extends virtue and goodness to 
points which the mere letter of the law 
cannot reach, is at once annihilated; 
and the peculiar excellence of the 
Gospel, as a religion of motives, is 
superseded by the licence allowed^ to 
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rebellious wills, and the darkness of 
perverse understandings. 

The proposition of the Parliament to 
consult *^ godly and learned divines'* 
was exemplified, by their ordering the 
indiyiduals of which the House of Com- 
mons was now composed, to name such 
men as they' thought fit for their pur- 
pose* Every known friend to the King 
had been already banished, 'either by the 
clamour of the London mobs, or their 
own votes* ^^ Of one hundred and 
twenty, who composed the assembly of 
Divines, diough by the recommendation 
of some members of the Commons, 
whom they were not willing to displease, 
and by the authority of the Lords, some 
very reverend and Worthy names were 
inserted) there were not above twenty, 
who were not declared and avowed 
enemies of the church, some of them 
very infamous in their lives and c(»- 
versations, most of them of very mean 
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parts in learning, if not of scandalous 
Ignorance, and of no other reputation 
than malice to the church of England.** 

Of this ignorance and incapacity for 
every thing but the work of destruc- 
tion, thdr own party made the most 
angry complaints. Yet were those men 
the fittest to act as Spiritual prompters 
to an aspiring faction, bent on overturn* 
ing existing institutions, and establishing 
their own power. The general ground 
- of quarrel of all the sects with the 
establishment, was its retaining ceremo* 
nies, prayers, and a mode of discipline, 
which, though bearing close affinity to 
the apostolical age, were rejected by 
'violent reformers, because our church 
received them through that of Rome, 
The -answer of Bishop Ridley to the 
Papists, " That he would be willing to 
admit any trifling ceremony or thing 
indiflFerent for the sake of peace,'* 
'suited not the taste Qf those who saw 
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Anti-christ in a square cap or a surpGce, 
and in a .written creed or doxology 
(though agredng in substance with their 
own opinions) an infringement of the 
liberty of a true Protestant. Such as 
these cared not what confusion or 
infidelity prevailed, nor how Popery 
itself triumphed, while they were busy 
in overthrowing the strongest bulwark 
that human wisdom had erected against 
it. Tbe people were inflamed against 
the court and the church by the charge 
of Jesuitical designs, the palaces of the 
deposed bishops were converted into 
prisons, crouded widi the champions of 
the protestant cause; the truly ** pious, 
godly, and learned n^nistry'' were driven 
frcrni the flocks to which they . had been 
appointed by their spiritual superiors, 
and supplanted by these champions of 
the rights of private judgment and un« 
bounded liberty, who made their respec- 
tive congregations not only judges of 
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theological points, but teachers of every 
opinion, except those which derived sup-' 
port from sound learning, constitutional 
authority, beneficial experience,, general 
acceptation amon^ Christians, or a clear 
consistent view. of the word of God. 
Men sought celebrity by inventing modes 
of faith} and sacr^ truths were not 
established by an appeal to antiquity, 
but by the angular ordeal of novelty, 
as if, after a lapse of seventeen ages, it 
was reserved for ignorance and fanaticism 
to make fresh discoveries in die sacred 
writings* 

The ordinance of sequestration, whidi 
annihilated all church^dignitaries, and 
exposed every parochial minister to the 
malice of any informer who should report 
him for his loyalty, passed in the year 
1645, ^^ ^'^^ justified by complaints ci 
the suiq)Osed scandalous lives of the epis* 
copal clergy. Doubtless, in a numerous 
body, some might be found guilty of 



gross vices, sei^ular' in their porsuitsy 
Diligent of their high duties, and looking 
more to the ^^ scramble at the shearers* 
feast," than to feeding and guiding the 
ilock through the wilderness* No true 
lover of the church will defend clerical 
debauchees or canonical worldlings, es- 
pecially when she appears beleaguered 
round with enemies, and when her si^rest 
earthly supports are the zeal, the learning, 
and the pious amplicity of her officials. 
Persuaded that our national establishment 
grows from that root which can never de- 
cay, we may always, when a very gen,eral 
corruption of the clergy is apparent, ex- 
pect a fearful tempest to arise, which wilj 
clear the tree of its unsound branches, 
and enable it to put forth vigorous and 
healthy shoots. But while that rotten^ 
itess is not total but partial, "white some 
green boughs are stiU seen to extend a 
lovely and refreshing shade, what impious 
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hand shall dare to assail the venerable* 
queen of the forest, whose magnitude de- 
fends the saplings, which, ambitiously 
(fringing under its protection, require 
the room it occupies ? At the time of the 
great rebellion, the Church of England 
boasted an unusual number of, not 
merely learned,* but apostolical men, es« 
pecially amoiig the bishops and the royal 
chaplains, whose pious labours have ex- 
cited the gratitude and admiration of 
posterity, as much as thdr lives and suf- 
ferings did the wonder and commiseration 
of their own times. Beside those who 
have been thus immortalized, there were 
vast numbers who ** took their silent way 
along the humble vale of life," unknown 
to fame either for their virtues or their 
hardshipsj yet still living in the memory 
of their descendants. These submitted 
in silence to poverty, reproach, and in- 
justice; and^ like Bishop Sanderson^ 
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<^ blessed God that he had not with«\ 
drawn food or raiment from them and. 
their poor families, nor suffered them, in 
time of trial, to violate their conscience/* , 
The long-continued persecution of the. 
ruling powers proves that such men 
formed the majority of the episcopal 
clergy. Thar place was occupied by 
those who were willing to receive wages 
from the hand of usurpation, and to see 
the lawful owner in extremest need, 
while they enjoyed ill-acquired affluence. 
These men soon won over the populace 
by the most false and dangerous views 
of religion, stating^ ^^ that men might be 
religious first, and then just and m'erci-. 
ful i that they might sell their conscience, 
and yet have something worth keeping ; 
and that they might be sure they were 
elected, though their lives were visibly 
scandalous; that to be cui\ning was to 
be wise; that to be rich was .to be 
happy ; and that to speak evil of govern* 
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inent3 was no sin *•*' Plain, instnictivei 
practical discourses, sound and temperate 
explanations of the great niysteries of 
Christianity, connected views of the 
whole body of gospel doctrines and pre* 
cepts, were cast aside as legal formalities. 
Extemporary harangues, immetfaodical 
and tautological at best, sometimes pro- 
fane, often absurd and perplexing, never 
instructive, became universal. One of 
the worst features of these sermons was 
their tendency to torture scripture to the 
purposes of faction, and represent the 
Almighty as personally concerned in the 
success of rebels. " The Lord was in- 
vited to take a chair and &t among the 
House of Peers," whenever that House 
opposed the furious proceedings of the 
Commons; and if the King gained a 
victory, the preacher escpostulated in these 
irreverent terms : ^*'Lord, thou hast said 
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lie is wofae than an infidel that provides 
not for his own fEniily. Give us not 
reason to say this of thee^ for vi^ su:e 
thine own iiunily, and have lately been 
acurvily provided for." 

In a work intended to £uniliaria;e thfe 
conduct and prindples of loyalists to the 
gmeral rader, this vindication of the 
episcopal clergy, and appeal to their li- 
teracy remains, and to the doctrines 
delivered by their opponents on public 
occa^ns, cannot be deemed irrelative* 
I now proceed with my narrative. 

Dr« Beaumont was not long permitted 
•to repose at Ribblesdale after his de- 
mies were armed with power for his 
expulsion. A visit from Morgan was 
the dgnal of bad tidings. He required 
a private interview. The Doctor sil^tly 
besought Heaven to give him fortitude, 
and admitted hinu 

He began with enumerating his own 
kind offices, and anxiety to preserve him 
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fn his cure, believing him to be very weU« 
meaning, though mistaken in his politics. 
He reminded him that he had ever re^ 
commended temperate counsels, and la- 
mented that, in the presait disturbed 
state of things, he or his family should, 
by any indiscreet act, give occasion to his 
enemies to precipitate his ruin. He dien 
pulled out a long string of charges 
against the Doctor, the first of which was 
his affording shelter to, and correspond- 
ing with, one Allan Evellin, calling him- 
self Colonel Evellin, by virtue of a 
pretended commission from the King, a 
most dangerous delinquent and malig- 
nant, now in arms against Parliam^t, 
and seen, in the late attack on Sir Tho- 
mas Fairfax's army, to make a desperate 
charge, and murder many valiant troopers 
who were asserting the good old cause* 
Dr. Beaumont acknowledged that he 
bad afforded his brother-in-law the rights 
of hospitality $ and he put Morgan upoii 
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proof that the King's commissioa was 
not a sufficient justification of the aUeged 
murdefs, which, he presumed, were not 
committed basdy, or in cold blood, but 
in the heat and contention of battle, and 
might therefore be joistified by the rule .of 
self*defence, as wdl as by the King's 
authority* 

Morgan ssud the t>r(Unance of Parliai 
ment made it treason to fight for the 
King; but this assertion sounded so 
oddly, that he hurried to the next county 
which was, his dissuading Ralph Jobsoa 
fiom taking the Covenant. 

The Doctor acknowledged this fiict, 
alledging also, that as he considered the 
Covenant to be sinful, he was bound ia 
duty, as the spiritual guide of Jobsoiii 
to advise him not to bind his soul by 
any iU-onderstood, ensnaring obligation^ 
being already bound, by his haptismai 
smd eudiaristical oaths, to all that was re- 
4|uired of Christians in an humble statioou 
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To Dr. BcaiimoBt^3 vindicatioii of him* 
jself fnsn these and guoBar cranes^ Morgan 
could cMily answer that the ordioanoes of 
Fsudiament made them offisfices. Indieae 
toAaippj tinKS dioae decrees were not 
supplemsentai to^ .but abrogatory of, law 
and gospeiL But there was another charge 
founded on the violation of the gmnd out« 
Jmes of morality, w^ch could be brought 
liome to tme of the Doctor's household* 
Morgan drew up trion^faantiy, as h6 
!rcad /the accusaidan, namely, ^* That 
Eostaae Evellin, son of the above ma« 
lignant cavalier, did, on the 1 7th day of 
Manch last past, assault and wound Hold- 
thy-Eaith Friggiiis, and by force t^e 
Itom his possession a: box contadsiing fail 
pit>perty^ and that he did carry off the 
same, fea^ng the said Priggins bleeding 
on die high road.'' Hie Doctor was 
^tarded ; he knew ithis was the time of 
fais «epdi6w-s modntain*expedition, but 
iKSis entirely ignorant of its being ^g«> 
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iialized by any act of Qubcode clUvaliy;^ 
He disclaimed^ all knowledge of the ba<^ 
siness^. and- begged to know who Hold* 
thy-Faith Priggbis was. " I know/*' 
said he^ ** a John Prigglns, a fellow of 
most infamous and- depraved conduct,' 
but this other is qmtea new name in thia 
neigfabouxiiood^'* ' 

Morgan denied' all personal accpiaiht* 
ftnce With the man ^ {»enous to the day 
when he came lo lodge his complaint 
against Eiistaoe, and at the same time 
announced his design of exercising the 
gift of preaching, to which he just dis* 
covered he had a Gall« He- however ad^ 
mitted that he believed this same Frig^ns 
was the Doctor's old acquaintance, he. 
having acknowledged that previous to^ 
his conversion he had been guilty of every^^ 
on except murder. 

Dr. Beaumont imagined such a ton— 
fession would justify a magistrate in re- 
filing to permit even the meanest part of i 
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the^terdotal functions to be assumed hj 
one who mistook glorying in his iniquities 
for reg^ier ation ; but Morgan replied^ 
tIJiat it would be contfary to those prin- 
ciples of civil Uberty which his conscience 
and office required hii^ to support, to 
flotake any iavesugation into the past, or 
to require any pledge for the future con- 
duct of th^ convert. 

J)x. BeauuKHit could not help obsarv* 
log that, in kindness to his friend Davies^ 
Morgan should have been careful of, open- 
ing; the nu>uth of one who might perhaps 
jntr<)duce schism inio the new*founded 
coBgr^adon. 

Moi^an smiled* ^^ I peroeivei my 
good Doelox/' said he» ^^ you are qivte 
in the dark: in these matte's ; you must 
know^ the Parliameaat's ordinance has 
been acted upon in many* parishes, and 
the sequestrators have taken, such note of 
your li£^ and conversation as to resolve 
10 eject you fcom your living, and iasutyitif^ 
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Master Davies in your place ; though my 
influence has hitherto suspended the ac- 
tual execution of this design. Now, as 
I hate all monopolies, and think every 
person's talents should have fair play, 
during your ministry 1 countenanced 
I>avies against you^ and if Dayies is put 
in your place I shall sit under Priggins 
rather than Davies, for that is the best 
Vfzy of keqmig him sharp to his duty, 
and one gets at truth best by hearing 
from alt preachers what they have to 
Ay for themselves**' 
. Dr. Beaumont answered, that though 
assured the exercise of his sacerdotal 
functions depended on his pleasure, he 
could not, while he was permitted to 
perform it, so far desert his duty as to 
allow one of his parishioners to utter 
wrong ofMoions without respectfully ^ew« 
ing thar &Uacy. He was proceeding to 
the undoubtedly-fruitless labour of trying 
tp c(Mrrect determined .error, ^ whea Mqc* 
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gdn stopped his argument by shelving 
him the order he had received to eject 
him from his rectory. 

Dn Beaumont answered, that being 
humbly persuaded his ministry had been 
beneficial, he wished to be allowed to 
continue in the quiet exercise of his spi- 
ritual functions. His office was not be- 
stowed upon him either by Parliament or 
by the iassembly of Divines, ndther could 
the votes of the one, nor tb^ opinion of 
the other, lawfully degrade him from it. 

Morgan replied, that whatever fancies 
fae might entertain respecting the dura- 
bility of his right to the rectory, and the 
Unalienable nature of ordination, he must 
know, from numerous instances, that 
they had a way how of cutting, this sort 
of disputes very short, by expelling those 
who would hot walk out of doors quietly, 
^me indeed suffered their prudence to 
get the better of their obstinacy, and were 
comfortably re-settled in their benefices* 



V m r 

One metixodof recondli&ttoti which lie 
vould svime Dr. Beaumont to attend tc^ . 
vn^ to volunteer his subscription to the 
^gs^ement which had just been taken 
by Parliament and the City; of • London^ < 
on the discovery of a. most, horrid 'plot 
fiinrmed «by papists and raalignants^ to put 
the King in possession of . the^Tower ; %x^ ' 
admit die popidi army into theicity; to» 
sdze the godly Barliament^ and put aa 
end to all : those ' hopes of reformatioB ' 
^vAi the nation now entertained. He - 
shewed the Doctor* a-copy* of the oath^ . 
and remarked, that as nothing was said 
in it' about ecclesiastical chknges, he could' 
not object '^ to sweating to preserve the - 
true IVotestwt religion against the in* 
iBuence of a popish party, headed by the 
Queen, whom^the House in its wisdom ^ 
had impeached of high-treason* 

Dr. Beaumont said, .the crime laid to ^^ 
Her MafestyV charge, which had induced i 
the Parliament to take that extraordinary^. 
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'«tep, was the bringing' arms and aimnu* 
nkion inta the kingdcmi to assist her 
'Soveteign and hu^and^ and not her btiaig 
a Catholic, nor any plot or. contrivance 
to morderand imprison true Protestanta 
In the TOW tendered to hinv he saw him- 
self reqoired to attest varioos matters 
which he disbelieved* He knew . c^ no 
Popish army raised and countenanced by 
die'S4ng; he knew of no treacherous 
and horrid design to surprise the Parlia- 
Sttf nt. and the city of London. He could 
not give God thanks £ot the discovery of 
what he really believed was one of those 
fabricatiDQs .mtefaded to strragthen ihe 
luling party, vhkh always follow a de* 
tected conspiracy^ He denied that 'the 
armies: Raised by the two Houses were for 
tfadr }ust defence^ or for the liberty 
of the subject ; and he would never pro* 
mis^ to oppose those who assi^ed the 
King, nor bind himself in a league with 
hi& enemies.; . . 
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'^ My sacred function,^ condnued the 
* Doctor, <^ is that of a mmister of peace» 
I will never have recourse to arms except 
to guard my own fiunily- from assassins ;. 
nor vdll I ever engage not to assist my 
King with my purse or my counsels,^ or 
shut my gates on any loyal refugee v(ha 
seeks the .shelter of my roof» I have 
lew personal reasons for being attached 
to Ribblesdafey but I hold mysetf bound 
to it by a spiritual contract, and will 
abide here tilH am forced Sroxa kv dili* 
gently, conscientiously, and meekly doing- 
my duty among yev wi^out partiality or 
respect of persons. My counsel, my 
assistance, my purse, my prayers, are at 
the service of ali my parishioners ; if, 
therefore, the^ residence of a quiet man, 
who, though- he will not sacrifice his own 
eonscience, unposes narestraints on others^ 
be not incoinsistent with the duty you say 
. you owe to these new authorities, suffer 
me to die in my parish. I am. ready ta 
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promise tiiat I willnevec oigage m pfbts 
or conspiracies Ibr your destruction ; and 
since the scale of war is stiH suspended 
and we know not who will be the ascend* 
ii^ patty, I win also pnomtse, that ia 
case the royal cause ultimately triumphs^. 
I will use* my in&ieoce with the King ia 
favour of my neighbours/' 

^ You speak like a man o£ sense and 
modaration^^' answered Morgan* " Why 
dbould. hatred and animonty prevail be- 
tween us ? Why should we nor imitate^ 
the UberaUty of Sir William Waverly ? 
General Waverly has just been to see- 
lum. The worthy Baronet at first ratedhim 
a Kttlie, telling him he had made a most?: 
unhs^y choice 9 but they were friaids^- 
in a fewfniftutes, and he adced Mastem- 
Davies and me to dine wkh them j. wished 
the^&ing better advisers ; drank prosper 
rity to the FistrHaiRent; and paid hia 
weekly assessment cheerfutiy., L think it 
is the be$t plan foe all parties to hold. 



neighbourly intercourse with each otHer;. 
and even to &rm affiances which may/ 
some time turn to account;, and this lead^^ 
me to my other proposition;. I believe I^ 
hiaypersuade the honourable sequestrators ^ 
that you are not a dangarous delmquent^.. 
nor whoHy unprofitable in the ministry ;> 
I>ut this must be on condition that you? 
saSkx justice to take its course widi your 
nephew^, and sdly yourself to some per--- 
son of staunch principles by marriage.'' ' • 

Dr. Beaumont answered^ he was very^.' 
very willing that the charge^ against- 
Eustace^ould be* investigated^ but as to^ 
intermarriage with any. family , he had 4 
tlmg since devoted, the remainder of his 
ttfe to widowhood. 

*' But you have ladies in your Abuse/*" ' 
said* Morgi^^ . dfawihg his chair closer to ^ 
the Doctor^ and pursing his> features 
into an enamoured- grin. . The idea of a^ 
quondam scrivener making love to Mrs. 
Mellicent (for ort this occasktt he thought 
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only of her), and the contrast between 

her dignity and Morgan's- square figure 

and Yi]tgar coarseness, provoked a smiley 

notwithstanduig tbe seriousness of his own 

dtuation : Morgan thought this a good 

omen, and went on.^ 

. •* You see nae here^ Master Doctor, 

a hale man, under fifty, pretty warm and 

€onTfortab^e in circumstances ; I once ssii 

I never would encumber myself with a 

wife and family, but things are now going 

on so well, that all wilt be settled before 

my children are grown up ; and I do not 

see why I should not try to make my old 

age comfortabFe, now I have done so 

muck for the pubfic. — That's a very 

pretty, modest, well-behaved, daughter of 

yours, and I think wouM make me a 

g6od wife ; a little too young, periiaps^ 

but she will nxehd of ihat fault every 

Dr; Beaumont was struck dumb ' witb 
surpris€^« Morgan continuedr^^^ 
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if the young maid is willing, I shall not 
niind shewing favoiir lo that hot-headed 
cousin of herd, for her sake* He wants 
to be a $oldier I find ; I could get hica a 
comitiission under Lord Essex, who is a 
fine spirited commander, and will gi^^e 
him fighting enough. You know it will 
be doing just as the Waverly family do. 
Come, I see you hesitate -— fuppose we 
call in the young people^ and hear what 
they say ?'* 

** Eustace shall immediately answer to 
the charge laid against him,'' said the 
Doctor, rising to summon him* " And 
let Mrs. Constantia come too ; I wish 
that business decided first,'' continued 
Morgan, 

*^ That business is already deter* 
mined," answered the Doctor. *' Eustace, 
I have called you to answer to a charge laid 
against you, of assaulting a peaceable 
passenger whom you met in your return 
from the mountains, and taking from 
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ISm a box which was hisproperty* Did yoa 
OF did you not comant this outrage ?'' 

** Aye ! — answer^ without fear or- eva- 
sion, young man/^' said Morgan* . 

** I know, neither : fear r nor: evasion^'' 
replied Eustace, darting on the Justice a 
Ii>ok which could not have been more 
iBontemptuous had he heard of' his offer 
to Constantia ; — '^ I^certainly did beat a 
saucy knave who insulted me/' 
" And stole his goods !** saidMorgan«< 
" I took from him somethiiig j — let : 
him name what.'* ■ 

*^ A b<^or<:ase, his property, are the. 
words of his affidavit/*^ 

*' Again,'" said Eustace, " L require* 
him to state what was in that box?'' 

Morgan coloured — ^* The forms of 
law," said he, '^ must be adhered to. 
He only swears to a box or case, as his 
property. . Did you or did you not take 
it from him?" 

"Idid,^- 1. 



Dn Beaumont turned on his nephew a 
look of angry expostulation^ which stung 
him to the soul. He threw himself on 
the ground, and clasped his knees in 
anguish. ^^ My dearest uncle/' said he» 
*^ I can bear any thing but your displea- 
sure. I took a box containing stolen 
goods from a thief, who was carrying it 
to an accomplice." 

Morgan was thunder-struck ; for,' in 
describing the assault, Priggins had 
omitted mentioning that he had ^bee9 
cuffed into a full, discovery of his theft, 
and had owned that Morgan had agreed 
ID accq>t a part of Dr. Beaun[ionf*s.^poil 
as a reward for giving indomiity to the 
rioters. He tried to recollect himself^ 
and told Eustace, better language to aj 
magistrate would become his situation. 

" Who touches the hem of yout 
magisterial robe?'' said the fiei^ boy». 
<* Have I said that the villain wha 
stole my coup's lute, was carrying it: 
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to you when I tbok it from him, and 
restored it to the right owner. My 
dear and worthy protector, the only fault 
I have committed, was in saymg I found 
it, when you asked me how it was re* 
covered. Let him who accuses me of 
the theft be brought &ce to £su:e, and 
I will soon make him own who are the 
knaves in this business/' 

Morgan's cimfasion at being drawn 
mto an implied ^if-accusatkm prevented 
him from pressing the Imsiness fiurthen 
He oideavoured to be civil, said that 
Priggins must have mistakien the pe'son 
of Eustace, or have gtvea him a false 
account. He believed him ta be a 
worthless liar, and holding out his. hand 
to Eustace^ hoped it would cause no ill 
blood between them. 

^^ No,'' said the httef^ holdbg up 
his arm in a posture of defiance ; ^^ there 
may be a concert between thieves and 
the receivers of stolen goods } bat wq 
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know too much of each other to shake 
hands, and so remember Master Morgan 
I hate dissimulation, and now think of 
you just as I used to do/-' 

When tibey were alpne the Doctor 
3rq>royed Eustace for his peremptory 
behaviour, and required an impartial 
statement of the whole affidr. The 
interview ended with full pardon for his 
past precipitation, and an earnest admo- 
nition, as he tendered the preservation of 
them all, to be guarded m;future« Eustace 
could not but perceive that he had in« 
creased his uncle's difficulties, and pro« 
mised great prudence, with a full intent*, 
tion of keeping his word. 

Dr. Beaumont then proceeded to con« 
suit the faithful partner of all his for^i^ 
mer trials on his present situation. It 
was to Mrs. Mellicent only that he dis* 
<;losed all that had passed in his inter« 
view with Morgan, who, making the 
$9fa9 misappliq^on of Morgjux'^: amcK 
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rous tender, drew up her stiff figure 
into full stateliness. ^^ Leave the knave 
to me, brother," said, she ; " I desire 
no better jest than to hear him make^ 
me a proposal y I that have had a serjeant 
at law in his coif, and the sheriff o£ 
the county in his coach and ax, come 
to makp love to me^ to be at last thought 
of by the son of a shoe-maker !'* 

Her brother here interposing, relieved 
her mind fix>m: the terrifyhtg id«a of . 
having the laurel^ of lier early days 
blasted by this degradmg conquest, but 
he only, changed indigoadon into distress* 
^ What! our tovely^ dutiful, modest, inge-f 
nuous Cdnstantia,^ to marry that liimp 
of sedition ; that bag of cozening vul«* 
garity; that rolling tumbril^ laden with, 
all the off-scourlngs of His own detesable 
party !— Brother, take my advice, and* 
send the dear creature instantly to the 
King'i^ quarters; tha*e is no safety for* 
her within Morgan's reach. ~- These re- 
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publicans stop at nothing ; I question 
^whether my years an4 {>rudence ynjl 
protect me^ but I \y^| run all risks^ an4 
remain with you at RibblesUale. Bat 
Jet the youpg people be inunediately 
jremoired, under the care of WiUianis* -v- 
Morgan mil never pardon the aflfront he 
received from Eustace. The hint h^ 
gave about Essex^ makes me apprehend 
that a project wll be laid to entrap the 
boy. I know he would soon^ die than 
accept any terms from traitors.; let me 
therefore intreat you to send them all to 
York, and. place them under the Earl 
of Bellingham's protection." 

Dr. Beaumont approved the plan, but 
cautioned her how she spoke of the 
Earl ^f Bellingham. Mrs. Mellicent as* 
sured him she was very wary* ** But/f 
said she, ^^ as we are forced to hear and 
say so much that is painful, let us ia 
our privacies indulge ourselves witlranr 



C 285 ) 

ticipating brighter ^enes. I am fiiUy 
persu^ed that the children 'will outlive 
these sorrows. I had a most consoling 
dream* iast night. — I saw Eustace in 
Castle-Belliiigliam, just as I have heaid 
Williams describe it in the old Earl's 
days, attended by a train of gallant 
gentlemen, knights, esquires, chaplains, 
pages, and all the proper retinue of 
nobility. ' I saw Constance foo, our own 
sweet Constance, dressed in black-velvet 
covered with jewels ; and she was smiling 
upon Eustace, and giving orders just as 
a countess ought to do in the open 
gallery, as the servants were going about 
from the hall to the buttery ; 1 see it 
all now before my eyes, and I tell, you, 
brother, whatever you learned men may 
say about it, dreams often are true prog- 
nostics, and warnings too. In one point, 
I believe we are both agreed, Constance 
shall marry none but Eustace,'* 
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<^ It. 18 more necessary/^ rq)Iied Dr# 
Beaiumoot, ^^ to preserve the childreii 
from present violence, than to lay plans 
for their future aggrandisement. Pre« 
pare then with all possible speed for 
their removal, and I will advise, them 
of ^its absolute necessity/' 

This ptecaution was indeed truly pra- 
dent. The rancorous heart of Morgan 
could not forgive the insinuated accusation 
of , Eustace, iior the cold hauteur with 
which the Doctor hurried over his offer 
of an alliance, wfaichj in . the proposer's 
estimation, promised safety, wealth, an4 
honoun He immediately sent infor«> 
mation to an officer, who was recruiting 
for the Parliament, of a young' desp- 
rate pial^nant, whom he wished. to have 
pressed into the. service, as a mild pu- . 
nishment fox contumacy and outrage, 
and he did not doubt that the appearance 
of the sequestrators, armed ^ith full 
powers for immediate dispossession, would 
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terrify Constantia int6 acquiescence ^tk 
his wishes, on condition that he would 
prot^t her father. 

The young par^.left Ribblesdale at 

midmght, under the escort of Willams. 

The separation was marked wkh many 

tears and many anxious wishes^ that 

they might soon be followed by their 

faithful guardians. The young ladies 

felt all the alarm and anxiety of leaving 

their quiet homes, which is. incident to 

their sex and years j they wete terrified 

at the thought of sleeping at an inn, 

and seeing none but strangers; " if 

they should discover who we are," 

ssdd Constantia, ^' and deliver us into 

the power of Morgan !*'■: — Eustace begged 

her not to be frightened, for he would 

die sooner than see her exposed to any 

insult " You are always so ready to 

tfe!'* observed Isabel; " what good 

would it do us to have you killed? 

But indeed I have no fear of being 
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discovered, for we are so muffled up in 
owr camlet riding-hoods, that we shall 
pass for country-girls going to market 
Courage ! d^r Ccmstance. Come, whip 
your horse on with spirit, and talk to 
me about eggs and poultry." 

*' Your brown face and red arms will 
pass well mough,'' said Eustace ; ^^ but 
they must be blind idiots, who mistake 
our pretty Constance for a market girl/* 
^* I will bind up my face as if I had the 
toodi-ache," said ^e ; ^* and talk broad 
Lancashire, till I come to the Marquis's 
quarters*'^ WiUiams observed that their 
danger would then begin. 

The girls started, saying, they hoped 
they should then be in safety, *' You 
know not, my dear mistresses,'* said 
Williams, " the habits of camps, nor 
the licence of gay,* dissipated cavalier^ 
conscious of conferring - obligations on 
their King, and claiming from their 
occasional hardships a right to indulgence. 

TOIm I. o 
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It is a bad situation for handsome young 
women, but I have it in charge, in case 
I cannot deliver you into the care of my 
old master, to take you on to Oxford, and 
place you with an old college-friend of 
Dr. Beaumont's/' 

Eustace, whose heart had exulted at 
the idea of being fixed in the scene of 
action, and of being permitted to en- 
deavour to remove the prohibition of 
his taking arms, strenuously opposed the 
plan of an Oxford residence, as still more 
improper for young ladies, protestmg 
that the flatteries of a court and a uni- 
versity were more dangerous than the 
free licence of military manners. He 
then began to caution Constantia, assur- 
ing her she must not believe all that 
would be told her about the power of 
her eyes to make men miserable, and 
about Venus and Hebe, and a great many 
more nonsensical comparisons. ^^ If I 
do,*' returned she, '* it will do me no 
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harm. A woman is not more beloved 
for being handsome. There is our dear 
aimt Mellicent ; her face, you know, is 
the colour of a cowslip, and all seamed 
and puckered, yet we could not love her 

» 

better than we' do, if she were ever so 
beautiful." 

Eustace allowed that she was a very 
good woman^ diough he could well spare 
her putting him to rights, as she called 
it, quite so often. He fancied, too, he 
knew some people more agreeable. -7- 
Isabel thought when women were young, 
they always liked to be called handsome, 
and recollected she often heard her aunt 
say, that before she had the smaltpox, 
she was thought very comely, and had 
many lovers. Eustace burst into a' loud 
laugh, and said so many provoking things 
on the misfortune of old maids being 
reduced to record their own victories, 
that his companions protested they would 
be very angry, and not speak to him- 

o 2 
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titt he song them a song of his own 
CDrnposidQiiy by way of penance. He 
submitted cheerfully to the punishment, 
and caroied the foUowiiig canaonet, as 
Aey proceeded in safety to the borders 
of Yorkshire : — 

OncQ Beswty bade the God of Wil 

Appease her anger with hh songs.; 
Love thought the sacrifice unfit. 

And cried, «* The Usk to me belongs.'' 

Lif ht flowed the strain of wayward smiles* 
Of blushes and of tears he sung. 

Of mournful swains airang'd in files. 
And hearts on. eye-shot arrowa faung^ 

But Beauty frownM ; ** This lay from thee I 
Proud rebel, dost thou break thy chain } 
Wit may devise a sportive gke» 
. But Love should languish and complaiiu'' 

To whom the God -: " When you disguise 
Tour charms with spleen's fiiBtastic shades 

Insulted Love to Wit appliea. 
And goes like you in masquerade/' 
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CHAP. X. 

TIm noble nind mtmdt i uege •ffSaa^t adrenHgri iriifle tkt 

little sptfit cupitulates nt 'O&cr- 

Murphy's Tictruiu 

ON die nioniing after h<e had Tviselj 
sent away Ms precious charge, Dr« 
JBeaumont was visited by Dame Hum- 
phreys, who was now grown sincerely 
penitent for all the insolent demeanour 
of herself and &mily, and desirous to 
make what reparation was in her power. 
A revolution had also taken place in her 
husband^ mind. He had espoused the 
parlisunentary cause, in the hope of 
being his own master, and of paying no 
more taxes ; but he now found that the 
power assumed by the commissioners, to 
whom the Parliament had committed the^ 
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execution of the ordinance, respecting the 
array of the different counties, was far 
more insupportable (as being the tyranny 
of many) than the feudal rights and 
aristocratic superiority heretofore exer- 
cised by the noble family of Stanley. 
Those new men, exercising the powers 
granted them by the conservators of 
public freedom, had, on his refusing 
voluntary contribution, seized his best 
cart-horse, three of his fet bullocks^ 
and the silver-tankard he won at a wrest- 
ling-match, for which (after entering 
them at half their original value) they 
gave him a memorandum, certifying 
that he was a public creditor, ** to be 
repaid at such a time, and in such a man- 
ner as Parliament should agree/' Be^es 
this, the tax-gatherers, a race of beings 
whom he abominated^ took their circular 
range to collect the weekly assessment, 
which Humphreys found would amount 
to nearly five times the original sum 
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reqiiired by the Sang to defray the ex^ 
pences of government, though the in- 
supportable burden of his demands was. 
urged as the greatest public grievance. 
The obstii^kte temper of Humphreys 
would not indeed permit him to make so 
frank a confession of his errors , as his 
wife did, but he charged her ta say, that, 
when turned out of his own house. Dr. 
Beaumont should be welcome to the use; 
of his, as long as the King and the 
taxing-men left him one to live in. 

Dame Humphreys had another motive^ 
for her visit. Like all the villagers, she , 
was passionately fond of Eustace: she 
had seen a recruiting party enter the 
town, and heard them inquire for the 
young man whom the Justice meant to 
impress. In her eagerness to defend 
him, ^he excited a mob of women to 
scold and insult the party, while she flew 
to the rectory to give him notice to 

o 4 
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escape. But for the precautions takefi 
during the night, her Idbdne&s would have 
been ineffectual ; for the soldiers speedily 
^q>ersed thdr feeble assailants, and drew 
dieoisdves up in order before the rectcHy. 
The Ikuten^t who commanded them, 
required to speak with Dr. Beaumcmt ; 
and^ in a tone of authorised insolence, 
bade him ^ve up the son of the ddia- 
quent, whom he harboured. 

The Doctor had sp»t the night in de- 
votion, and came from his oratory clad 
in that celestial panoply which is proof 
against the terrors of military array . Calm 
as a Chi&tian hero who felt himself called 
to sustain the character of a soldier of 
truth, he answered, '^ The youth you in- 
quire for is my nephew, left in my care 
by his father, and I should certainly pro- 
tect him with my life if he were now in 
my house, but he has left it." ' 

** On what errand ? which road ?*' Dr. 
Beaumont was silent. It was proposed 
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by some ti the party to break into the 
house. 

" That will be unnecessary," returned 
the lieutenant. ," Their Honours, the 
sequestrators, will speedily be here. Draw 
up round the house, and see that none 
escape. Our duty further extends to 
Daking away all the horses, arms, and 
ammunition, of which I now require an 
account.** 

Dr. Beaumont pointed to his old geld* 
ing. *' He has served me well,** said he, 
** and if you take him from me, I trust 
you will use him kindly. Arms and am- 
munition I have none. I lived in this 
parish as a parent among his children, 
obeying the laws of my country, and 
fearing no violence.** 

At this instant the sequestrators ar- 
rived, headed by Morgan. He lamented 
that the painful duty had fallen ^ upon 
him, but assured the Doctor that he had 
delayed it as long as his own safety 

o S 
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/ would permit, and that all possible 
gentleness should be used. They then 
shewed their authority, and required 
admission. The door was immediately 
opened, and they proceeded from room 
to room, accompanied by Dr. Beaumont, 
who, with unruffled fortitude, saw them 
take an inventory of his property, even to 
the most minute article, his wearing ap- 
parel being exempted as a mark of 
especial mercy *. Morgan, who at every 
turn expected to discover Constantia 
fainting with terror, or shrieking for 
mercy, was disappointed at only en- 
countering the steady heroism of her 
father, and the iron rigidity and proud 
contempt of her aunt, whose regret at 
seeing the hoarded treasures of her in- 



* Many of these circumstances are copied from 
Bishop -Hall's'" Hard Measure.*' He greatly 
leaned to the Puritans ii^ doctrine ; and, in dis- 
cipline> was a noted opposer of Archbishop Laud^ 
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dustry, and the idols of her cleanly 
notability, exposed to the hands and eyes 
of the profane vulgar, was subdued by 
her detestation of the meanness and 
baseness of those from whon\ her re- 
vered brother suffered this indignity and 
spoliation. 

" And where/* said Morgan, " are 
the pretty maids? EQd in some corner, 
I doubt not. Poor lambs ! they, are in- 
nocent, and have no cause to fear any 
thing. I am sure they shall be welcome 
to an asylum in my house ; and you too. 
Madam Mellicent, if you would con- 
descend — ^ ** 

** They are gone, Morgan," said she, 
suddenly restored to the use of her 
speech by the supreme pleasure of re- 
proving a villain ; " they are gone with 
Eustace to the Marquis of Newcasde, 
out tf thy power or that of thy wicked 
masters, and their unjust ordinances." 

o 6 
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V 

Morgan (as in his altercation with 
Eustace) percdved that die more he 
personally interfered, the greater hazard 
he ran of exposure. He therefore 
slightly .lamented that such harmless 
children should apprehend any danger 
from him, and withdrew, while the se- 
questrators proceeded to sell the goods 
by public auction. Not a bidder stepped 
forward. The parishioners were dissolved 
in tears, and every article exposed to sale 
excited some associated recollections of 
the goodness of the owner or Ins family y 
they saw the chairs on which they had 
sat while he mildly pointed out their besl 
interests; the tables at which th^y had 
been liberally, though plainly, regaled; 
the beds which had afibrded repose to 
the traveller ; the vessels which had fed 
the hungry and refre^ed the weary; 
t^e wheels which produced clothing for 
the naked ; the chemical apparatus which 

II 
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had provided medicine for the sick, and 
consolation for the afliicted. No bidders 
appearing to. purchase the articles in de« 
taily the whole was put up in one lot. 
Dame Humphreys presented hersdf as 
a purchaser ^ no one opposed her ; and 
she was declared to be the possessor of 
the Doctor's property. 

The sequestrators theh demanded an 
account of all r^its and sums due to 
the late Rector, azui having noted them 
down for the observation of parliament, 
they informed Dr. Beaumont that, as a 
new and godly mimstry was to be sub- 
stituted for an old and unprofitable one, 
they now expelled him from the cure of 
souls and all temporalities thereto be* 
longing, and instituted and inducted Joab 
Davies into his rectory. His conduct 
had, they said, been so refractory as 
would justify arresting and sending him 
prisoner to London, where multitudes of 
proud high-priests were now confined. 
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either on board hulks in the rivery or 
in the palaces, as they were £sloyally 
named, of the deposed anti-christian 
bishops ; but so merciful were their tem- 
pers, that they would allow him to depart 
and shift for himself, only remembering 
that he was a marked character, and on 
his next offence must expect some severe 
punishment. 

Dr. Beaumont answered, that the tes« 
timony of a clear conscience had enabled 
many to take joyfully the spoiling of 
their goods ; and he doubted not he 
should experience similar consolation. 
He then required a pass for himself and 
his sister. The sequestrators granted one, 
and left him. 

Their place was immediately supplied 
by Davies, to whom they had given pos- 
session, and who said he was moved by 
bowels of mercy to comfort a backsliding 
brother in his tribulation, and to exhort 
him to consider his ways, and examine 



( 3^3 ) ^ 

wherein he had offended the Lord, who^ 
by a visible and affecting prbvidence, had 
thus mightily pimished him. 

Dr. Beaumont, meantime, was endea- 
vouring to collect his thoughts for a 
parting address to his parishioners. He 
remembered that impertinent comforters 
constituted one of the trials of Job ; and' 
he entreated Heaven to enable him also 
to sustain meekly this further conflict. 
" Master Davies,'* said he, " I learned 
from the book in which I studied my mi- 
nisterial duties, thai afflictions are not only 
judgments and corrections to offenders^ 
but awakening conflicts and purifying 
trials to those whom the Father of the 
universe loves, and considers as his dear 
children. Far be it from me to justify 
myself in the sight of Him who sees im- 
purity in the heavens, and imperfection 
in the best deeds of his most exalted 
creatures ; but it is a manifest consolation 
to me, in this day of my calamity, that 
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my cofiscicfice does not reproach me with 
any wilful violation of my holy function, 
and therefore, though my pastoral staff 
is taken from me, and my flock given 
to one who has leaped into the fold, I 
see in all this, rather the hand of ProvU 
dence smiting a guilty nation for its 
provocations, than a judgment pointed 
peculiarly at me, further than as a sinner 
who adds to the general burden of trans- 
gressions. The powers to whom you pay 
obedience I never did acknowledge to be 
my lawful rulers. On the contrary, I 
have ever strove against them in defence 
of those who, I think, were unjustly de- 
prived of their hereditary right. Wh«i 
a strong arm forces me out of my heri- 
tage, resistance would only endanger my 
life. I yield, therefore, possession to you, 
not wilKngly, nor from respect to your 
claim as a just one, but by constraint and 
with a solemn protest against the hard 
measure I have met with. By taking on 
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yourself the office of which Il^jgffisdy 
deprived, you have, in my judgment, 
commijtted a great sin. Use the power 
you ar^ ailo^t^ to exercise with such 
temperance as may mitigate the awful in* 
quisition which will one day be made 
ifito the moms by which you acquired 
it. 'While you act as a pastor to this 
paiisb, remember you are not a shepherd 
to your own party and a wolf to mine* 
Deny not the blessed sacraments insti« 
tuted by our common Saviour, to those 
whose only crime it is to reject the 
ordinances and covenants which a Action 
in one brailch of the legislature attempt 
to impose, notwithstanding the protests 
they have made against what they call 
human institutions, though sanctioned by 
all the legal authorities in the kingdom. 
Endeavour to allay the ferment of men's 
minds instead of making the pulpit a se- 
ditious tribune, and the Bible a trumpet 
calling aloud to battle. Remember, the 



httet is a rule of conduct to Chrisliaiit 
in all ages and all conditions of the world, 
and that its prophecies are not of private 
interpretation, nor its texts designed to 
be bandied about as the watch- words of 
party, to inflame disagreement into en- 
mity, or to smite down our opponents 
with the s{»ritual staff of misapplied scrip* 
ture. A docile mind alone is wanting 
to such an understanding of the sacred 
volume as will make us wise unto sal- 
vation ; but many are the gifts which a 
Christian teacher requires, and diligent 
should be his labour before he attempts 
to guide others, especially when contro- 
versy pushes morality from^the pulpit^ 
and the auditory are. made judges of 
metaphysical theology, not hearers of the 
commandments/' 

Davies, who was at first silenced by 
his astonishment at perceiving Dr. Beau- 
mont's native dignity and superiority in 
no wise abated by misfortunes, soon re- 
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Called his natural allies, ignorance and in- 
solence, to interrupt these admonitions, 
plainly telling him, that since he did not 
know his offences, he would inform him 
that he had too much neglected the 
duty of preaching, giving but one ser- 
mon on the Sabbath, and starving his 
flock by the formalities of writtai prayers 
and verbal catecUsms. He bad also in 
his sermons confined himself to legal 
preaching, not sufficiently attending to 
the inner man, and sometimes not telling 
how we were to be saved. Moreover, he 
had spoken too favourably of the Papists, 
contenting himself with calling them 
erring brethren, whereas he ought, as a 
good Protestant, to have delivered all the 
bloody race to Tophet, whose children 
they were. He further held gross errors, 
such as that salvation was offered to all 
mankind, that it was possible for the 
elect to sin, and that we were not mere 
machines acted on by grace, but possessed 
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the liberty of free-will, by which we 
might resist or co-operate with the Spirit. 
^ My Brethren aiid Friends,'' said Dr. 
Beaumont, tuining to his parishionersf, 
who listened in ignorant as(?onisluneat 
to these charges, ^ Dear charge, from 
whom vblence now sepatrates me, but 
to whom I will hope to be again re- 
stored ~* as ye value your immortal souls, 
iBipxint on your minds this solemn 
triith, ^ Not the hearers but the doers 
of the law ^lall be justified.' Ye will 
now probably have your attention fixed 
oa needless, difficult, and uaedifying 
t}uestions, which . our limited fiiculties 
cannot in this life clearly understand; 
but remember that in discussing them ye 
are exposed to those great offences, spi« 
ritual pride, and a desire of being wise 
above what is written. Ye will have 
many and long sermons, but it is well 
said, ^ prayer is the end of preaching.' 
An excellent form was established in this 
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kingdom, which made devotion imiform ; 
but now, alas! by using extemporary 
prayers, even in worshipping God ye 
must be listeners to your minister, not 
petitioners for spiritual graces. Avoid 
consigning those generations who are 
passed away, to perdition, by supposing 
these new lights alone can shew you the 
way to be saved. Ask not if they who 
differ from you must be accursed* To 
scrutinize the spiritual estate of others 
will neither promote .your holiness nor 
your security. Think not the further 
you go from the church of Rome, the 
nearer ye approach to God ; nor con- 
found the superstitious observances, which 
she mis-named good works, with the 
deeds of 'righteousness that Scripture re- 
quires you to perform, not as bestowing 
a right to eternal Ufe, but as your part 
of the covenant of grace to which you 
have been admitted. Be not misled by 
,the quoted opinions of early reformers. 
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They depreciated not acts of piety, in- 
tegrity, and social kindness, but ^ masses, 
dirges, obsequies, rising at midnight, 
going barefoot, jubilees, invocation of 
saints, praying to images, vows of cdi- 
bacy, pardons, indulgences, founding of 
abbeys' *, and other supererogatory per- 
formances, by which Popery in effect 
invalidated the true atonemoit, and pre- 
tended that sinners might merit heaven. 
Against these vain devices of men our 
glorious martyrs lifted' up thdr voices; 
these were the good i^orks they decried ; 
but when ye misapply their just anathe* 
mas, to condemn the fruits of faith acting 
by love, ye belie their memory, and tear 
asimder those strong pillars of belief and 
practice which support the Christian doc- 
trine. Lamentable are the effects which 
schism produces. At the very beginning 

* This list is taken out of a much more nu- 
merous one cited by Lord Cobbam. 
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of our divisions the pious Jewell doubted 
how to address those \^ho preferred con- 
tending for trifles to peace. He could 
not, he said, ' call them brethren, for 
then they would agree as brethren ; nor 
Christians, for then they would love as 
Christians/ And now, when the miseries 
he saw at a distance have overwhelmed 
us, how shall our woes be healed? 
Even by promoting, as far as in us lies, 
that mild and candid spirit, which, when 
it becomes universal^ will terminate our 
sorrows. Let us conduct our disputes 
with the temper of pious Hooker ; and 
when we say to our adversaries, ^ you 
err in your opinions,' add also, ^ but be 
of good comfort, you have to do with a 
merciful God, who will make the best 
of that little which you hold well, and not 
with a captious sophister, who gathers 
the worst out of every thing in which you 
are mistaken.' It is this captious sophistry 
which fans disagreement till it blazes 
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into dissension, which changes the siBi* 
plicity of gospel-truth into wordy declsh 
madon ; and, in zeal for the phylacteries 
of religion, rends its substance, which k 
peace. Thus is Christendom convulsed 
with tempests which obscure the Sun of 
Righteousness, and prevent its beams 
from warming the cold regions of hear 
then darkness. , . ^ 

^^ My Friends, ye are called to times 
of trial, and your brother Man is the 
agent whom Providence uses to correct 
you. Remember that he is only the 
agent In the abode of condemned 
spirits the Almighty permits an imcon* 
trolled mis-rule of diabolical passions, and 
total misery is the result. In the ce- 
lestial regions, the will of the Creator is 
understood and obeyed ; and there dwells 
eternal peace. In this mixed state the 
best err, from frailty and ignorance ; but 
the wrath of the wicked is over-ruled by 
Divine mercy, and made to produce the 
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good k bbours to prevent. Let us, in 
^e words of the Church, pray that earth 
may more resemble heaven ; and let us 
aEiso remember that our prayers are pre^ 
cepts, teachihg us to promote in our fiv^ 
what we request in our supplications/' 

Dr. Beaumont here knelt ddmij and, 
^th devout energy, repeated several 
collects from the litlirgy, commencUng 
the oppressed church to the mercy oiF 
its Divine Foundier, and imploring peace 
and re^gnation for its suffering members. 
The wind gently waved hk silvered locks, 
the setting sun cast a beam on his pale 
countenance, his eyes Were occasionally 
moistened with tears, and his faultering 
voice discovered how much the man en- 
dured ; but when he rose to give hi^ 
parting blessing, the patient and dignified 
confessor, suffering in a glorious cause, 
triumphed over the weakness of human 
sensibility. Each individual seemed to 
feel that the benediction applied to his 

VOL. I, f 
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own wants, and proved its ^cacj bjr 
imparting the composure of him who 
bestowed it. 

They now crowded round dieir de- 
p^uting pastor, .earnestly entreating him 
to shelter with them that night; but 
Dame Humphreys pleaded a prior ea* 
gagement. ^^ Think not/' said she, as 
she conducted the Doctor and Mrs. MeU 
licent to her house, ^^ that I have bought 
Your Reverence's goods, with a view of 
turning them to my own profit. They 
shall all be carefully stored, and not a 
trencher touched till you come back 
again. I only wish you safe with th^ 
King; for I am sure if he had such 
lionest men always with him, things 
yrould never have been brought to this 
pass. I . hope you will tell His Majesty 
to choose only good men for his minis* 
tiers, and to hear nothing but truth, and 
not to suffer landlords to oppress poor 
farmers, and to have; no worldlyonipde^ 
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bi^ops and clergy, but to make every 
body charitable and do their duty like your 
and Madam Mellicent. 

The good dame's harangue tiras inter- 
rupted by discovering that, during her 
absence from home, her maid Susan had 
* neglected her dairy to indulge in a 
flirtation mth the plough-boy, and had 
been detected in the -feet of conveying 
to him a stolai can of ale. The diffi- 
culty of conducting a small household 
according to the unerring rule of right, 
diverted Dame. Humphreys from pro« 
ceeding in her plan of reforming state<» 
abuses \ and her complaints of the tricks 
and evasions of servants, furnished Dr. 
BeaumcMit with a good opportunity of 
hinting how impossible it was for Kings 
to find ability and integrity in all the 
agents they were compelled to employ. 

Early the ensuing morning. Dr. Beau* 
mont and his sister prepared to depart. 
Tb^ former, with his staff in his han4 
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aad BMe under Us un^ looked &e 
another Hooka: setting out on his painr- 
ful pilgrimage; but the care of Dame 
Hun^dureys had secured for httn his own 
.calash, and stored it widi the most part- 
able and valuable of his goods. Hie 
fiurmer faimsdf fastened to it the sate* 
footed old hors^ vdiich had been for 
years the faidifiil companion of their 
jcmmeys. ^^ They gave him to me yester* 
day/' said Humphreys, *^ instead of my 
cart-horse, which they to6k away. Bat 
Jowler was worth twice as much ; yet 
that's neither here nor there. Tour Re^ 
verence has a r^ht to old Dobbin, and 
nobody else shall have him. And as 
to your rents, as you never vtras a bad 
landlord in the msun, Fll try if I can't 
now and then send you a trifle; for I 
don't see that these new people have any 
right to what they take." 

*^ Hush, hush," said Dame Hum* 
phreys, ^^' IBs Reverence yesterday teide 
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w bdiave w^ and do om duty to every 
body." 

^^ So I will/' returned Humphreys ; 
'^ but I hate your new laws, and your 
taxing men^ and your arrays and as* 
sessments, which take your horses out d 
your team, and your money out of your 
pocket, and nobody knows what for. I 
believe Master Davies is no better than 
a worldling, for he talked yesterday about 
raising my rent, and if that's his humour, 
rU be even with him } for FU go and 
hear Priggins directly/' 

** Priggins," said one of the bye- 
stande)rs, *^ is a fine man, with a good 
voice, and tolerable action ; but he is 
nothing to the seijeant-major of Sir VTiL 
liam Brureton's rangers, who preached at 
the drum-head at Bolton, and made the 
whole town declare against Lord Derby." 

^^ Tell me of no serjeants-majors nor 
Priggmses," said Dame Humphreys, 
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^< we ^haU never edify under any body a» 
we did under the good old Doctor.'' 

This conversation passed among the 
villagers^ after the Beaumonts, wit^ de- 
jected but submissive hearts, had taken 
thdr silent departure from Ribblesdale* 
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CHAP. XI. 

O piteous spectacle ! O bloody times ! 
^Whilst lions war, and battle for their den^. 
Poor harmlew lambs abide their enmi^. 

SOAKSPKARE. 

T^ 7£ left Eustace wakening the echoes 
^ ^ with his songs, which, while they 
expressed the exultation of his heart at 
raierging from confinement and obscu*^ 
rity, and launching into a busy scene of 
action, were also intended to divert the 
alarm of. his fair companions. Williama 
recommended caution and silence to.no 
purpose; Eustace was sure they were 
going on safe. They were still at a great 
distance from the Parliament's garrison 
at Halifax, when they were joined by a: 
person in the dress of a countryman, but 
in reality a scout belonging to the army. 

P 4 
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of Fairfax. He dr^w the incautious Eustace 
into conversation, and soon percdved that 
the affected vulgarity of his language ill 
accorded mth the polished accents he 
had overheard. Guessing from this cir- 
cumstance that they belonged to the fa- 
mily of some Loyalist, and were attempting 
to escape to thdr friends, he, under pre- 
tence of shewing them a nearer way, 
delivered them into the custody of a fo- 
raging puty bdbx^ing to the garrison. 

Eustace discovered that tfaey were be- 
trayed at the moment when retreat was 
imposdble, and resistance of no avail. He 
now lamented that he had despised the 
cautions of Wilfiams; and, as he was 
fumished with arm^ determmed to sell 
his life as dear as possible. The dirieks 
itf the bdies in a moment arrested his 
arm, smd afeo drew the attention of the 
comet who commanded the party which 
had surprised Aem. He ordered hk 
troop to retire a few paces, and, riding 
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up to Eustace, teclaimed^ ^^ Madnnan, 
whose WEe are you going to sacrifice ?^'' 
Eustace turning, beheld Constanda faint- 
ing ; and, thromng away his {ustdb, an- 
swered, '^ One dearer than my own. if 
republicans can shew mercy, spare her.'^ 

^ You shall find,'' returned the officer, 
^ that they have mercy and honour too. 
Let me conjure the ladies to moderate 
their terrors. They are indeed mypri- 
son^^; but they shall be treated with 
all the respect which their sex, and, if 
I guess aright, their quafity, deserve.'' 

Isabel, who supported her lifeless cou- 
nn, raised her eyes to bless the bene» 
volence which dictated such consolatory 
expressions, and saw they were Uttered 
by a graceful youth, a little older than 
her brother, in whose countenance ani- 
matipn was blended with benignity and 
compassion* 

" For Heaven's sake," said she, 5* if . 
you jitj us, let the troopers sheath their 

p S 
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broad swords; we will make lio remt^ 
ance ; alas ! the . alarm has killed dear 
Gonstantia/^ 

The coriiet leaped from his horse^ 
and as^ted to raise her. ^^ Her pulses 
beat/' said he, '^ and she recovers £ist. 
But why. Madam, are you not equally 
alarmed ?" 

^^ I have been used to sorrows and 
difficulties from my infancy,'* returned 
Isabel ; ^^ but Constantia has never known 
any thing but care and tenderness/' 

^^ Are you her sister ?** 

** No ; I have only that brother. He 
is rash, but brave and good. Do not 
hurt him, for his death would kill my 
father." 

** It shall be in his own power," re- 
turned the officer, ^' to fashion his for- 
tunes. I wish. Sir, not to be thought 
your enemy otherwise than as my duty 
enjoins. You see I am in the service of 
ihe Parliament. Tell me, frankly, who 



you are. It is possible I may befriend 
you ; at least I know I can the ladies who 
are undar your care.** 

Eustace, whose attention was now re- 
lieved by seeing Constantia recover, could 
not resist an invitation to frankness. ^' I 
am not/* said he, " what my dress im- 
ports, but the son of a cavalier and a 
gentleman ; we were going to put our- 
selves under his protection* Allow us to 
proceed to Colonel Evellin's quarters, and 
I ^11 ever esteem you as my friend, even 
if we should meet on opposite parts, in 
some bloody conflict.*' 

" I will befriend you,** answered th^ 
comet ; '^ but the success of my eflforts 
must depend on their being conducted 
with secrecy. Colonel Evellin is not 
DOW in the north. He was attached 
to the escort who inducted the Queen 
10 Oxford. Is it your wish to follow 
liira?** 

p 6 
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They answered in the affirmadve. ^ I 
must hold no farther mtercouise vnAi 
you,'* continued he ; ** be of good cou- 
rage;'' then kissing his hand, with a smile 
to Isabel, he ordered Williams to follow 
with them, and rejoined his troopers. 

" Surely," t)bserved Isabel, ^* he cannot 
be a round-head. I thought they were 
all like old Morgan ; and this is a true 
gendeman." Constantia acquiesced m 
diis opinion^ and supposed^ he might be 
a loyalist, taken prisoner, and compelled 
to join the rebel army. Eustace^ in an 
equal d^ee unwilling to allow any good 
qualities to a person who was in arms 
against the King, declared that he sus- 
pected the apparent urbanity of the 
stranger to be only a prelude to some 
base design. He resolved, that while 
they continued prisoners, nothing should 
separate him for his £dr charge; and 
Williams and he agreed that they would 

II 
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dt up alternately every night, in order to 
be ready at the first alarm. 

" Surely,*' said Isabel, " you forget 
my uncle's precept, ^ Be moderate/ Just 
now you were all confidence that the 
false guide would shew us a road to avcad 
Hali&x ; and now you are, without cause, 
suspecting that this gentleman will use us 
cruelly/* 

^^ Are they not both rebels and re- 
publicans ?*' rejoined Eustace^ ^' The only 
diflference is, that one was an ugly vulgar 
knave, and this a handsome courtly one.." 
Isabel blushed and gave up the argument, 
thinking it useless to contend with one 
who was never subdued by opposition. 

On their arrival at Halifax, they were 
provide with xomfortable apartments. A 
guard was placed at the door ; but they 
were informed that every indulgence 
should be allowed them, except that of 
being at liberty. Williams was ordered 
to attend the council of officers, to be 



( 3*<S ) 

examined as to thdr name and designs { 
and the captives \^ited his return with 
the impatience natural to those whose fate 
is about to be decided. 

The account which he gave of his 
examination seemed to confirm the su&* 
pidons entertained by Eustace of the 
sinister designs of the comet, who had 
anticipated the deposition of Williams, 
by describing the party as the children 
and niece of a cavalier^ now an. active 
officer in the popish army, advising that 
they should be sent, with some other 
prisoners, to London, there to be kept 
in safe durance till they could be ex- 
changed for some other party who had 
&llen into the hands of the Royalists. 
Williams was not suffered to speak* The 
proposal was adopted ; and orders were 
given that the escort should set off next 
morning. 

The indignant ravings of Eustace, and 
the mortification of poor Isabel, who had 
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&een, in the ^^ melting eye of her sup* 
posed protector, a soft heart and too 
brave a soui to offer injuries, and too 
much^ a Christian not to pardon them in 
others/' in fine, a generous, open, ho*^ 
nourable character, very like her dear 
father, called forth the mediation of Con- 
stance, who, recollecting her own father's 
precepts, recommended candour and pa- 
tience. *^ At least," said she, " what- 
ever be&ls us, let us not lose the conso- 
lation of fellowship in affliction. We 
have yet the comfort of being together ; 
and perhaps we may not find captivity 
so dreadful, nor our enemies so merer- 
less as we expect. If they do not take 
you from us, dearest Eustace, we cannot 
be quite itiiserable.*' 

They were now joined by an elderly 
man in the dress of a clergyman, who, 
though . somewhat precise in his habit, 
and quaint in his address, was venerable 
and benevolent in his aspect and expres- 
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dons. *' Fair makkusy^' said he, ^^ I 
come to inquire if you ate coafetnt mAi 
your preseat accommodations, and willing 
' to begin your journey towards London 
to-morrow monung. Tlie governor of 
this garrison has joined me to your es» 
cort ; and it will be a duty I shall gladly 
undertake, to render your travel light- 
some, and your perils trivial.'^ 

^< May we,'' answered Isabel, ^^ request 
to know to whom we shall be so ob- 
Kged r 

"" You may call me^Mr. Barton,^' re- 
plied he, ^ a minister of the church by 
the laying on the hands of the presby- 
tery. My immediate call among these 
men in arms, arises from my bemg tutor 
to the young officer to whom you are 
surrendered prisoners.'^ 

" And did you,'* said the mdignant 
Eustace, among other things, ^^ teach 
him craft and falsehood." 

^' I have still to learn those Satanical 
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ajfts/^ seturaed Battoii) *^ and there£;>r^ 
could not teach them/^ 

«« Were thej Aen," resumed Eustace, 
^^ imiate properties m his misd ? Though 
little more than my own age, he is a 
master in the sdence of dissimulation* 
He practised upon my £ears ; I mean, my 
^fears for these dear girls, and -wormed 
from my coi^diog folly a disclosure of 
my parentage, and my wishes. He pro- 
mised to serve us« I trusted to his word ; 
and he performs it by rivettmg our chains 
beyond hope of liberation.'' 

<< While life endures," returned Bar- 
ton, ^' hope and fear successively eclipse 
each other. Tet a wise man should re- 
member both are casualties, which may 
give colour to his future fortunes. We 
must allow the enraged lion to chafe, 
but lest his roarings should terrify these 
tender lambs, and drive them out among 
beasts of prey, an old watch-dog will 
crouch beside them, and assuage their 
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alanns* I fancy, pretty maids, you nevtf 
were in company tntha.real iound*head 
before; come, tell me truly, is he as 
terrible a creature as your fears {hc-< 
tured.** 

'M am half inclined to think you da 
not mean to injure us," said Isabel. . 

f« Beware,'^ cried Eustace, lifting up 
his finger; ^^ remember your past codp 
fidence/' 

^^ But this is an old gentleman,'^ re- 
sumed Isabel, and pressed Barton's 
oflFered hand between both hers ; *^ per- 
haps he is a father, and feels for two 
terrified girls, who never were among 
strangers before. Or, perhaps,'' return- 
ing the benevolent smile of Barton 
with one of playful archness, '^ he may 
find us such a troublesome charge, that 
he will be glad to get rid of us before we 
reach London." 

" My pretty Eve," returned Barton $ 
^' I am pfoof to temptation. What 
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I have undertaken to do I will per- 

" Yet f)08sibly,*' Said she, " you 
would just allow me to speak once more 
to that officer, your pupil. I only wish 
t<y remind him of his past promises/* 

" Rather," Replied Barton, " to move 
him to make more, or perchance make 
1^ your prisoner^ No^ £air lady, I see 
tod much of your puissance, to trust my 
noble pupil in your presence* Yet I 
would have you think as well of him as 
the ctoudy aspect of present appearances 
will admit, for man oweth man candour ; 
it is the current coin of social life, and 
they who do tibt traffic with it, must not 
expect a supply for their own wants/* 

Eustace fretted at this badinage^ and 
thought Barton a miserable jester. He 
caught at the epithet ^< Noble,'' and asked 
if any one, lawfully entitled to it, would 
be so degenerate as to rebel against his 
King/* 
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^M am one of those stem teaclM^*' 
said Barton, ^^ who see nobility only in 
virtuous actions and high attainments, 
but even in your s^ise of the woid, 
my pupil has a right to the name, being 
lineally descended from those migh^ 
Barony, who in early times enforced 
Kings to yield, and gave us the right 
we now eryoy of sitting pnder our own vine 
and eating the fruit of our own fig*tr€^ 
And remember, young cavalier, that aU 
men's minds are not shaped in one mould, 
nor have c<»rreqH>nding habits, cherished 
in them the same associations* We have 
all two characters; our friends look at 
die white side, and see our virtues; our 
foes at the black, and discern nothing but 
our faults. The same action c^ &e King's 
may be so cobured by repmt, as to 
justify my pupil's enmity and your pos* 
sionaie loyalty. Tou have been tvained 
to deem passive obedience a duty, while 
he has learned to think that an EngUsh 
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nbblesiflii ought to resist atbitraxy pdwer. 
We thought nutiij of fhe Kmg's pto^ 
ceedings were coiftrary to the laws of the 
mlta ; and, therefore, joined Aoee who 
sought to abridge his jM^rogative. And 
aow that we have buckled on armour^ 
retreat is difficult; it is dangerous too; 
party is a high-mettled steed, when we 
ar« mounted we must hold but the whole 
race it pleases to run. But before we part 
for the night, I will p^(^>ose one toast $ 
it is your brave and virtuous Lord F^dk- 
land's, and in fact the prayer of every 
honest man among us — * Peace, peace on 
any terms, rather than see Englautid blush- 
ing with blood and with crimes !^ 

Isabel received a very favourable im- 
pression of the integrity and benevolence 
of Barton from this Conversation, and 
formed a sort of undefined hope, res- 
pectmg the result of their captivity, 
which mduced her strenuously to reject 
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all the i^ans which Eustace repeatedly 
formed for their emaocipadon. The 
most disheartening circumstance was^ 
that they saw no more of WiUiani8» 
They sometimes flattered theiqselyet 
that he had regained his liberty, and 
would carry aa account of their situation 
to Colonel Evellin. They obsenred, 
that Barton took no notice of his absence, 
and hoping that in the confusion which 
commonly occurs in conveying a mul- 
titude of prisoners he had been over- 
looked, they forbore to mdke any inqui- 
ries that might endanger his safety. 

The country through which they passed 
in their journey toward London, afforded 
them a full view of the miseries and 
crimes incident to civil war. The fields, 
in many places, were without any trace 
of culture ; in others, the harvest had 
t>een prematurely sdzed or puqiosely 
wasted, to cut off the enemy'^ resources. 
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They saw beautiful woods wantonly 
felled ; towns and villages partially burnt ; 
the youthful part of the population either 
enrolled in one or other of the hqatile 
annies, or secreting themselres to avoid 
being pressed into military service. The 
few labourers to be seen in the fields 
consisted of the aged, the sick, or those 
who were disabled ; and the^ no longer 
exhiUted the cheerful aspect of happy 
industry, but shewed sorrow in their 
faces, and wretchedness in their garb. 
In towns, the more respectable inhabit- 
ants were dressed in mourning, thus 
announcing, that the death of some re- 
lation gave them a deep private interest 
in the public sorrow. The unemployed 
manufacturers crowded the streets, ea- 
gerly perusing libellous pamphlets, or 
diurnal chronicles, disputing furiously on 
points which none could clearly explain 
pr indeed comprehend, asking for news - 
as if it were bread, and shewing by th^ 
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leaa faroctty of tfadr ftces, and die 
squalid a^igence of their attire, tibal 
ftpsa unpilied poverty ^rung all die 
vin^ent passbns of rage, envy, revenge^ 
and disobedience. By such as these, the 
detachment diat escorted the prisouen 
Vftte received vridi transport as friends 
and deliverers, who, when their glorious 
toils were completed, would transfiDrm 
the pr^ent season of woe into a golden 
age of luxurious enjoyment and unvaried 
ease ; and as the rebel troops were well 
furnished with money, and supplied with 
every neces^uy out of the royal maga- 
zines, which were seized in the beginning 
of the contest, they were enabled to pay 
for all the articles of subsistence, and thus 
acquired a popularity which the strict 
disc^line preserved by their officers tended 
to increase. Hence at every town they 
passed through, they were not only hailed 
with acclsUnadons, but received an aug* 
mentation of force by the recruits who 
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]<uiied ihetxij tmdar a^^^rtiamty <^ ^reo^^ 
ing pay and doadikg. 

Beside ^^mordficatkni of llius ¥ie«p^ 
iiig die stMigth of a pafty whom tho^ 
iiqped'CQLiiiid W€Ssik, ^liijdittttd, »id m- 
^dent, our ^youig oaptiv)e8 iad^ tim 
-mideiy of heaiiflftg iikt mysi cause eveinf 
^here 'Allied, attd the 6a¥eMiga*s fie»- 
$6nst ^faaneter midueed^ Araoi^ itlft 
King^soni^fertttfies bk^naUlky to«^pay hi^ 
army, or to 8U{^l]r <it mth^ necessaries^ 
"wras most'»junotts to iiis suiecQss. iHi$ 
iforces ^w^e -diieiy <raiscKi >and kq)ti£&» 
^ether by 'the •|>]avat& fortunes v^nd jife 
^uenoe di loyal Aoblanen and-* gcniryv 
imany of whooi, even Jinenibecs. of the 
liouse <tf 'Beers, served Qs pmancs, m&- 
eeiving fiefther hdHovr nor veward[,'(ex« 
<ept'1Jie generous sadsfeetion^f oonsoions 
^ty. The ^tuadoa of those ivdio ranged 
lihems^es'on tlMs^side'^hoQtiiSsads ::£Dr 
'OWH'support^ yms ^ most ppsoarious, 

e^Klng^beinig acom^kd to tauc libie f^ 



( 338 ) 

places which preserved thdr allegiance 
with thar entire mainteoance. The 
weekly assessment laid upon the nation 
by the house of Commons being gndited 
by the constitutional purse-bearer, took 
the name of a lawful impost ; but every 
demand of Hb Majesty might be con- 
strued into an exaction. Fearful to in- 
dispose the minds of subjects, pecuniary 
levies were cautiously resorted to ; hence 
the officers were compelled to connive at 
plunder, and the destitute soldier often 
had no other means to supply his impe- 
rious wants. For the same reasons dis- 
cipline was reksed ; every man who had 
largely contributed to the King's cause 
felt himself independ^t of his authority. 
Obliged beyond all probable power of 
remuneration, the Prince saw himself 
surrounded by men who had forfdted 
thdr estates, renounced theu: comforts, 
and rifted their lives to support a totter* 
ing throne. Tet still they were subject 
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to human passbiis, .'aiid Ikble to haye 
those paissiofie iidghteaed by the fi:ee 
manners of^ camps, while the unhappy * 
drcumstahces of the cause for which they " 
fought exonerated them from those strict 
restrsdnts that are so peculiarly necessary 
man army, whare right must always be 
less respected than power, and where 
severe privations, and the frail tenure by 
which life is held, are ever urged as mo» ' 
rives to a licentious enjoyment of the pre- ' 
sent hour. While from these causes such 
relaxed discipline prevailed in a royal gar« 
riGon, as generally to indijspose the neigh- 
bourhood to its politics, the parliamentary 
officers felt bound to each other by the 
common fears of guilt, knowing that 
success alone could preserve them fro^i 
the poaalties of treason. Their soldiers 
being Well supplied with every thing, h^d 
no excuse for plundering; and all acts 
of violence vvere punished with severity 
by. those who, though of small qonsidera*' 

a 2 
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ikn indwir-Qri^imal shao^ons-coiniiitidL 
«^ ih% £bg'» Q^om, fet«tiU. held « 
jBAtikirid conuoaiul «?^ die loirett <vi4gpD^ 
vrwhdtt the t>M!fawflriia>y nak and fih 

^pjifv^ wtmessed %i dicir Jirehnchoty 
itditf throu^ die ^eat ^ di/^ !orar..^-^ The 
liouses df the nbhlity .and geony were 
^ther abandoned cr coitirerted iako {daees 
of strengdi, ibrtKM ibr the defence tjf 
die inh^Jxtanta. Occsd0tts% tbejr passed 
isver what had irecefiiiy been a field of 

iMattle. TheiielMdy-formedMUockspomted 
but the number of the^sdn ; b^dcen weai^ 
|)on$ and torn habil&nents stjU more indtt» 
{)itably identified the mournful history ; or 
|9ocks of ravens and othar carrion birds 
liovering over the slightly-covered reiics 
of a noble war-hor^, wiikh 'had beet 
'uttearthed by foxes, presented a more 
lavage picture of carnage. Sottietfrnesa 
pale wounded soldier, whc^ ikiiabili^ t» 



paaomt^ ot f emoore^ by. his fm^ vsill 
siasn 'UngeidiQg: upooi th§ apot th^ft haiit 
praved fittal to hisi hofM^ of glpry» amsf^ 
tointd hf ih& coB^pafiHOii of tb» A^^ 
tewhood Qc sddog: aJbw of thetcakteU^ 
miix vdiom be Gre|it j^vw tiit^) g»vi9a» oS 

i^ttft fiiBir/ mader pcBftdog ti^ tb#> ^pot 
where ths. kad^c fttl^ and tdficiis fifatt 
decUed tbefoidiiie <tf/ikhe day^ 

voMijiP ti^ii:^ ^fbeftigsicif £uttJi«e '^s^ kii 
Goiiq>awolis, jiwejseifD^ueildy-^i^M^ 
by the fiftiy: of faaatis *mobfi» MlfilQyadr 
i;pt vJiat d)fiy^'aaUadB3&»f)iftgp^ 
and cleansmg.iH^li/&9toi?icto)alzy^ Th^ 

exqii«ilg:rcn^3(flf vo^eotift^ tbi^psiuttf 
liigs^ xarahgs^ dxid attteslapkadfid doeof. 
lajiops yidi wtii^I^ pur ^hc^tors adorned 
die structures Gonsecvated tQ tlnQ. wpir^bip 
of God, wertt brekai and torn away 

* 

tr^ such unrelenting fury aik^ bUR4, 

« 3 
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rage of destruction, as in many instances 
to threaten the safety of the edifice they 
beautified. The Satanical spirit of &• 
aaddsm rioted uncontrolled ; and to use 
the words of a venerable Bishop *, who 
saw Us own cathedral defaced, *^ it* is 
no odier than tragical-to relate the car* 
riage of that iurious sadilege, whereof 
our eyes and ears were the sad wkhesses^ 
under the authority and presence, of the 
dieriE LordI what work was here— 
what clattering of glasses— >^ what beating 
,down of walls —- what teaiing'up of mo* 
numents»— what^puUing up of teits — 
what wrestmg out of iron and brass from 
die windows and graves -— what defacing 
of arms— what datiolishing of curious 
stone-work, that bad not any trepi^esenta* 
tion in the w<tfld but only of the cast of 

* Bishop Hally who catinot be objected to as a 
favourer of Po(>er7 or Anniaiamsm. The iocon* 
•ittency of the Fanatics ^Tas f aeii\plified bf , iheh* 
destroying/ as a popish re]ic» PauPs Cross,; so 
celebrated for sounding forth the doctrines of the 
Reformation. i 
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the founder, and the skill of the mason *-^ 
v^hat tooting and piping upOn the destroyed 
organ-pipes, and what a hideous triumph 
oh the market-day before all the country, 
when, in a kind of sacrilegious and pro* 
iane procession, all the organ-pipes, vest- 
ments, copes and surplices, together 
with the leaden cross which had been 
newly sawn down from over the green- 
yard pulpit, and the service-books and 
singihg-books that could be had, were 
carried to the fire in the public market- 
place ; a lewd wretch walking along in 
the train in his cope, trailing in the dirt, 
with his service-book in his hand, imi- 
tating in impious scorn the tune, and 
usurping the words of the Litany used 
formerly in the church. Near the public 
cross all these monuments of idolatry must 
be sacrificed to the fire, not without much 
ostentation of a zealous joy in discharging 
ordnance, to the cost of some who pro- 
fessed how much they longed to see that 

Q 4 
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dk]^,, NdAer vras it any newr ufNsa tfajn^ 
g^ild-day to have the cadicdia]^ nair 
open oa allsideg,. to be filled witb mu^ 
keteers^. waiting foe the xaxpKc^s return^ 
drinking and tobaccping aa fineely as if ifr 
had turned al&house'^' 

At these sad spectacles (of which almost 
every ornamented^ church liiey passed, 
supplied an instance^ Isabel c<^t«nplal]ed^ 
with pli^ure the character of Barton*, 
who iiisplayed that moderati^m^ and libch 
ralily which* jjistified her predilection £ml 
him^ and her hopes f&r^diemselves. Hftr 
ceprbved the conduct of the mob wiili 
severity^ and. even hanrded his 0wn 
safety bj/j^ opposing tHeir outrages. Ik 
exhorted the police to prevent what Imk 
termed an. jSmtirchsistian trimnpb ove£ 

• ' 

* Tdib portrait o^ BartoHw h jUBtified by thfi 
conduct of many, trulj respectable men^ whose 
^rfiicipTes:. led tlieiii» tot a time, to countenance 
itM itHfptiictkMe thsoiA^ o§ yefNiblicanitn. F 
«pi<d name Dt* Owen^ Gi^nend Fairfax^ l4^ 
MfUKjiesier. aRd.ciLtbsrs* 
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gOo^ ta^e, good maimecs, ^ gQo4 
senaer He rej^eseoted bow gro^ly in- 
decent it was (hat magistrates $hQulil 
seem, .to their i9e$ence9 if> m^cthn the^ 
vSoIfttion pf authpirity, md the reyereoce 
^ue to ^tflquil^, ^^. hie ^^rnedmes pre^ 
irailed upon them to order the rabble^ tOr 
dfeperse, whow they, had previously in-- 
tited to the task of spoliation. He spoken 
to the b^Ker«kifi>rxned, of the d^adoiion 
iirfiich Eagland'woiild suffer in the^yes of> 
st^rroubdlpg nationSy by thus wantonly 
** aweepkig ther kuid with the besom ^ 
destruction,'^ and annihilating, all these 
ffcords of her o\«i) pre-eroinencr, whlgh 
other epjontriesy^ had they possessed thep^ 
w>0uld have been so solicitous to pr^servev 
He distmgukhed b^ween excitement^ to 
demtion and objects of worship, m^ be 
read from bis little pocket-bible a de-i^ 
seription of the decoratipns^ bestowed ool 
tbe firsC and second temples, and re^ 
marked,, that v^en the Saviour^ ^ the 
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World predicted the ruin of the htter^ he 
threw no censure on the munificence of 
those who had adorned it He shewed^ 
that the plainness and poverty ^hich of 
necessity attached to an afflicted church 
in its infancy, desdned to make its way, 
not by the usual assistances of worldly 
wisdom, but in opposition to principali- 
ties and powers, were no rule for her 
government in future ages, when she was 
to be brought to her' heavenly spouse *' in 
glorious attire, with joy and gladness," 
and instead of wandering lamohg caves 
and deserts, was to>" enter into Kings' 
palaces." " If," said he,' " you main- 
tain that the overthrow of episcopacy is 
to involve the ruin of every thing rich,' 
venerable, and beautiful, you furnish its 
defenders v^ith the- best of ^guments. 
Howare curious craftsmen tb flourish, if 
there are no purchasers of their handy- 
works ; and if We admit these into our 
houses, why not into the places where 
we hold our religious assemblies ? Are 
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paintings and carvings less likely to car- 
nalize our hearts in our halls and ban* 
queting-rooms than in our chapels ? Is a 
golden cup on the Lord's table the ac- 
cursed spoil of Achan; and doth it be- 
come purified by being removed to the 
buttery and used in a private carousal ?'' 

On one occasion, by an ingenious de- 
vice, Barton preserved a splendid repre- 
sentation of the twelve apostles in a chan- 
cel window. He arrived just at the mo- 
ment that a drunken glazier had con- 
vinced the mob that they were made 
saints by the Babylonish harlot, and that 
therefore their similitudes, as popish rags, 
ought to be destroyed. After in vain 
endjeavouring to persuade ^the populace 
that the Pope had no hand m their ca- 
nonization, he at length prevailed upon 
them to have only the heads taken offj 
remarking that since the decapitated bo- 
dies could not provoke the gazer to com- 
mit the idolatry forbidden in the second 

Q 6 
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iiominandmeat) they might remain with- 
out wounding tender consciences. The 
proposal was executed under his own su-- 
perimendance; and* at a period of leer 
irritation^ Mr, Barton, having Reserved ^ 
the heads^ had the pleasure of re^oriag: 
the mutilated, figures to tbiir oi^^l; 
perfection. 

But Barton diewed his conciliatory cba^ 
meter in many ways besides protecting^ 
the inanimate appendages of the perse- 
anted church. THe journey affordediunL 
frequent opportinnries c^ assisting- i£s 
living members, ather by re8<;uing them 
i^om therequisitiims of the troopers who^ 
e$eorted' the prisoners^ or by shielding^ 
them if om the virulence of theirinfunated 
ndgbbdursi; Often in the towns they 
passed through, was a degraded pastier 
diagged from the h^vAy cottage in which ^ 
fie: sought to shelter his niisfortuiies, and 
ooi^)elled (with barbarous exuitatipn) to 
fahoidthe reheL ooibuiB Ajmg^ over his 
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captive friends Wherever tbis hap^ 
peaed. Barton uiiiformly pressed for-^ 
vardy . assured the dejected confessor that' 
every possible attention wasrpaid to the 
oomfbrt of the prisoners; inquired into^ 
hk own situatian, not with impertinent 
cnriooty but with kindneast sQd pro- 
nosed his assistance^ to procure liima^ 
regular payment of the pittance which: 
Parliament allowed to ej^ted incumbents' 
<Mit of their sequestered rents, if (as it 
too frequmtly happened); he fbuad it had^ 
Been embezzled by the commissieuera 
employed in the work of repmodelling ,the 
«clesiasticai system. ^ 

They had proceeded very hx in their^ 
jj^umey^ when one evening Barton re- 
jdaed his chafge with mudi apparent 
a^tation in hirmaaner. ^^ We are for- 
bidden/^ ^d he, *^ to iefe our left hand 
know the good deeds our right doth, yet 
cannot I refhaa from tellmg you, young; 
maidens, that Lam this day satisfied^th;;^ 



my labours. Among other providences, 
I have been able to render brotherly kind* 
ness to an episcopal minister whom I 
found in a lamentable state, for he had 
fallen among thieves, who robbed him 
of his property and tore his pass for safe 
conduct. Our van-guard found him by 
the way-side, and judging by his venerable 
aspect, and some superfluous decorations 
in his attire, that he was a deposed 
bishop flying to the King, they seized 
him without paying attention to his nar- 
rative. When I heard that a person in 
distress was taken prisoner, I spurred on 
my horse to see if I could be of use. The 
placid benignity of the suflFerer's aspect 
moved my commiseration; he stood 
calm and collected among the musketeers, 
supporting a woman about his own age, 
who I trow was his wife. To' do her 
justice she shewed ho signs of terror, 
though she rolled her eyes oh those around 
her with a look of disdain, less suited, 
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methought, to. her situation than the dig- 
mixed patience of her companion. I asked 
him if he had been a bishop, and he 
answered, Noj but was still a minister 
of the Christian church. ' Th^/ said 
I, ' perhaps in your affliction you will 
not refuse the service, or refect die hand 
of' one who calls himself by the same 
title.' * Sir,' said he, ^ this is no time 
to dispute the validity of your ordina-^ 
tion; let your actions shew that it has 
had a due efficacy on your heart. As 
men, if not as clergymen, we are i^rothers 
by our common faith and nature. I beg 
you to listen to the statement of facts, 
which I have vainly endeavoured to per- 
suade your soldiers to attend to.' He 
then told me he was travelling from a 
living in Lancashire, from whence he had 
been expelled, to Oxford, where he pos- 
sessed some collegiate endowments j that 
he Jiad been assaulted by a band of de^ 
^predators, beat, bound, and plundered 
II 
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Constantia here eagerly mterupted* 
tfbn ; ^* His name !^' exclaimed she ;-«^- 
^ O, for iperqr tell me, ocuaid il be my 
^her, Eusebius B^umont ?-' 

*• The same," returned Barton, mek-r- 
ihg with pity at her filial angu^ ^^ S^ 
iby kii»i heart at rest; he was imit ma^ 
terially* hurt ; his property has been re- 
stored. He is now at 19)erty, pursuing 
kis journey ,^and the robbers -are securedr- 
But why, dear maid, didst theu coneeaL 
diy name^ Hadlknown thou wast his 
da^bter, thou ^houldst even now bav& 
Been in Ris* araurs^** 

•*'0 better, fer not ; for then he would' 
Mave been a prisoner*. But his Gomganion,. 
jny excellent aunt?*^ 

", At liberty too f I handed h^ into-' 
their own calash, and saw them drive oB 
with a pass of ssCfe conduct. But, pretty 
trembler, if she is so * excellent, I wilk^ 
make you her proxy, to ^ve me the- 
Bewkrd she. refused tov my services^^ fc 
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iKd butaait for ^ kiss^ of peaceai^our 
partuig, when she drew back her head' 
as^^ if she were* aft emp^ess^ and; stiffly; 
answered, ^ Siry £ am) a LcgiaHst.' 

This faithful descrq^oa b£ aunt Mel^ 
ficent'is uQswervsQg decorum (^v^rted the; 
joung Ey^HinSa^ and helped to dissipate 
Cmstantia's terrGiB8« Her rapturous ac- 
knowledgfi^eote of the humaA^ Baitoa 
Utfgeij. f €|»ai4 tubn. &r his sendees to her 
fytk&i^ She ibtea(9d to a ciccuimstaxttiai^ 
distatt of tfafir diffimltiea with which ht^ 
had' caatie»^(£aga»8t the olSk^tmacy ^4 
]pce}iudiiee& of th« mtgjsmtfs^ tp whote 
be had aj^^lied &r ^ ffiffk pas^port^, 
of the ibrtan«tK cgmbinalioo of aiicuiq:<^ 
$iaii£e« which had le4 ta ^pi^uil^ an4 
deieetiea oi the tIneT;ecbi^ptb ^ oxiffMl^ 
mtervment Ul ^m possesssoo, and of theii^ 
con£ss6iOB» commitment,^ md discovery 
of the place where they had deposited 
dieir booty* " I parted from your fiu 
^r»" continued 1^ ^^ with many a&ctr 
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ing tesdmonies of mutual good-will, and 
I think aunt Mdlicent, as you call her, 
would almo^ have smiled upon me, had 
not my vain heart indulged iii too much 
joyous self-gratulation at the success of 
my endeavoiu*s, and thus brought on 
that just rebuke of my presmnption. I 
did not ask your father to shew like 
mercy^ whenever he should find one <^ 
us in like afflicticm, for his eyes told me 
that his conscience would be a better 
remembrancer than my tongue. I said, 
however, that I trusted we should meet 
in a worid, where slight discrepancies of 
opinion would be no preventatives iA 
friendship, though in this life they kindled 
the animosides whicK it was our misfor* 
tune to witness and deplore.*' ** Sir," 
said he, pressing my hand, ^* let our 
contest be, who shall most truly serve 
God and our fellow-creatures, and then 
we may hope for that pardon, which 
ensures endless blessedness. On mercy 



the best of* tts must depend, though we 
toa^ often ixdtfahold it from our fellow* 
tuners, ty whose ^e we must one day 
kneel, and like them pUce aU our con- 
fidence in' tyoundless compassion/^ ' 

" O !*' said Constantia,* ^^ had not my 
feait anticipated the fact, those senti- 
ments would have convinced^meyou had 
met my fedier/' ^ 

^' And when you next meet iiim/' 
said iBarton, <^ ^telt !hifii;^ that- while ^ there 
is a Caroius:iA my purse, ijte neveir shall 
feel penury." ..;v)'^. . .t \ 

^>* Say/'-^etdiHpd:8hej[»^* ^aM l^ever 
see him again ?''-^ Barton' checked a re- 
ply, which a momentary reflection -whis* 
pere^ ws^ too prompt, sttid answered^ 
t'l am not a wizard, or diviner ofthingi^ 
io come; wait, and see what the nfoi'^^ 
A)w will bring forth." 

^* *Tis impossible," replied Isabel, 
*< ito reach London to morrow ; but we 
might get to Oxfords" . 



airj ^ btt( Qii¥ie we. ootir dia^ n«ai^ 

pieiiaiiiiQmt and I mm r^olk^t 'tiamtf. 
duty |o fttead the coimcU q{ ^Kosa^' 

«« M Banburjs'" covNwued ahe,. 
attracting .to d«lim Um^^ ^^ idme k it 

^^ To which yoo woutd ^ikaf^y* Wr 
sunM4 9iMPVujr^^^ Ifoye I not toid you 
I wi pfOctC to tempUtkn, md wUt &i^ 
titty, dmbai^ .tibtd tiiM itepo^ tat 
iy my employer.** 

Th« tuaa day aemol «> give the 
dmth-bb» tfe. fiBbd^ hop^*^ : Thej^ nov 
tniMd.Qiit 0i. the; dJcficft tron^ in ordto 
tllutf: th«^ n^gl^t 9fftpid> >t)ie Boag^s quaiw 
(9^; aiiddm^tbd thiw^Mtusfi, ao thar 
they might pMceedthmogh'tlip aameiated 
comides to London. .•^rrWith her usual 
alacrity of aecommbdatioiiy Isabel en- 
deayoured to rvcoocile her iromdto the 
Siiyations of capdvify. ^ L knoiv^' ^aii 
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.di^9 ^M nail not only earn my own livmg, 
lEoit "Work also for Oonstandau They 
4aU -soon liohuc in the c»re of tis girl^ 
and it ^nSU 'be very easy for us to "wzSk 
from London to Oxford. But,. de« 
'Eustace, I do'imfeed regret drat I ha^kijed 
^ytm firom attempting to escape. iEt ^ms 
po ieffish in taeio keep you with iis, dB 
I fear Aef mil lequire you to enlist ht 
their army;*' 

^ I wiH be hewn into a thousatid 
^i9ces first/' returned he» '^^ Have we 
mot seen enough of these vile tepubUcans, 
4o determine an honest man never to pur- 
<fliase his :fife, by weariiEig the cdkmrs of 
iraitors P' 

*^ Tet, Mmember Bartdn's goodnecs to 
M3f father/' ^aid 'Constantia } '^ and &n^ 
jgitfe 'his ^verity to xb." 

^^ I honour Barton,'* replied Eustace ; 
^^ I honour him even for that severity. 
Hb word has been plighted to ins em«» 
ployevs, and he must d|£T» us up 
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prisoners. But what think yoo of Isa^ 
bePs gallant officer, that resemblance 
of the noble, ingenuous Ewllin. I will 
never study physiognomy under you, 
sister." . 

Isabd was more pained at this re- 
pioach than usual. Eustace perceived 
her droop. " Come, dear girl," said he, 
^^. we will talk of him no more. . Yon 
shall never want a faithful protector 
while I live, and ardently as I pant to 
break these bonds and tp be in action^ I 
will make no attempt at freedom, unless 
I can also liberate you." 

They stopped that night at Norw 
thampton. Barton was resorted and 
silent, and at length remarked, that in 
two days their party would reach Lqu- 
dbn.-^" I have never seen London," 
said Isabel. ^^ Cdme, describe it to us, 
and say \i4iere shall we b^ confined. I 
suppose we . shall meet with otily warm, 
steady, common-wealth's men." 
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** It is the seat of discord/' answered 
Barton ; ^^ there are as many factions as 
there are orators^ all striving for mastery ; 
yet all united against the King, by a 
persuasion of his insincerity , and by 
apprehensions that he would sacrifice 
them to his vengeance, in case he were 
rec(Hiciled to the Parliament." 

'^ Can it be supposed," said Eustace, 
^^ that after the wrongs and iniquities 
he has endured, he ever can forgive! 
Where is the oblivious draught that can 
drown the recollection of a nation rising 
in ^rms against its Sovereign ?" 

Barton answered — ^' The nation and 
the King must both forgive, or war must 
be eternal. You have seen its aspect ; 
what think you ? Is this great quarrel 
like the mere abstract question which is 
cooly discussed in the cabinet of Princes, 
when they talk of risking ten thousand 
lives for a victory, and laying waste a 
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Tprovince to cut t>ff ilie fcsburces ^ &e 
enemy? Let us iMt lyahnce misery 
against forgiveness. It is ^chilcysh ret- 
soning to keep oursdves in tonaent^ 
because we tdll not forget the injuries 
^e have ^uflered. f^ce only 4»a beal 
our putiifymg wounds, and peace can 
never be bought too dear, unless ^ 
price is consdepce or stfytfJ* 

They now separated for Ibe eveeiBg ; 
:anaaous thoughts kept the capdvesawak^ 
Sut after all was^lent in the inn, Isabd 
heatd a gentle tap at due chamber*door« 
In a state <if agitation, every sound is 
alarming. She listened, and heard (Barton 
whisper, " Arise." Btfore she could 
^opoi die door, die watd^l Ei^fCace had 
Sown to dieir protecdcm. Barton was 
closely ' muffled in hk cloak, said m- 
iquhred M they ^aMdte trust dtemseltes 
^di '^m. Ckmstantn drew 4)ack, and 
locdaed alarmed^ ^uvhilels^^ accepted his 
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oflFered arm* ^^ The night is dark/' 
said Eastace, ^* and would conceal evil 
designs/^ — ^ " Peradventure," replied 
Barton, ^^ it will also prosper good ones; 
I speak but three words — ^ speed, silence, 
Kberty/' 

Encouraged by these animating sounds, 
Eustace cheered the trembling Constance, 
and following their guide, they hurried 
along by the street which led to the 
castle. As the avenues to the King's 
quarters were more vigilantly watched^ 
their danger was here most imminent; 
but Barton had secured a friend, who 
suffered them to pass through his garden^ 
and by close unfrequented passages they 
gained the fields. The risiiig moon now 
discovered some indefinite objects, con- 
cealed among brush-wood. Barton 
whistled, and the countersign, ^* Ban* 
bury," was returned in a voice which 
they knew to be that of Williams^ He 
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ran for their horses, which were fastened 
at u little distance, while Barton alter- 
nately embraced his young friends, and 
affectionately bade them God-speed.—* 
^^ Excellent man,'' said the ardent Eu- 
stace, whose over-flowing gratitude now 
* seemed to exceed his former suspicions, 
** why did yau not tell us your de- 
sign ?'* 

^ Because,'' replied he, '^ I saw not in 
you that property of discretion, which 
would allow me to trust you with your 
own safety." 

.** Yet," resumed Eustace, " if I am 
rash, I am^ not base, nor will I accept 
freedom if it endangers your safety or 
wounds your conscience." 

« I trust," replied Barton, ** I shall 
be back to my quarters before I am 
missed, and as to my conscience, that 
sleeps on a soft pillow. I have, dis- 
charged th^ trust reposed in me." 
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" The Cornet then," said Isabel, " is 
not a villain." 

Barton smiled, and relied, '* Artless 
maiden, think not too much of the agent 
whom Providence employed to said you 
safely throuj ' of country you 

could not 01 'e passed." 

<' O, tell I " said Eustace, 

•* that I ma 1 yours, when I 

pray for my bendactors." 

*' I must not compromise his safety," 
answered Barton ; " his generosity, if 
known, would endanger his life." 

** But how shall I know him, as to 
repay his kindness." 

** Think you see him in every un- 
armed enemy you meet, and deal by 
them as he has dealt by you." 

<* But if we should meet him in 
battle?" 

" Even in battle," answered Barton, 
** if there is time for reflection, remouber 
6 
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thy enemy is a man^ and thy brother." 
With these words they parted. Barton 
regained h^ quarters undiscovered, and 
the young people, blessing his goodness, 
performed the rest of their j(Mirney in 
sa£ety. 
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